SEASHORE WIND CHIMES 

REQUIRED

Shells

String

Driftwood 

We're all familiar with the sound of the sea in a large conch. Here's another way to use shells to get pleasing sounds out of seashells: the seashore wind chime. 

Find a piece of driftwood roughly an inch in diameter and a foot long. You'll also want to find some smaller pieces, to make different tiers for the chime. Next, collect shells of various sizes and shapes. Look for ones that have holes in them. 

Now you can assemble the entire wind chime. Cut lengths of string about 12 inches long and tie them to shells of various sizes. Then tie the other ends to the driftwood, adjusting the lengths so the shells will bump into each other. You can also tie more than one shell to a string for enhanced sound effects. 

If you've collected very small shells, make "mini-chimes" with small pieces of driftwood and assemble in a multistory fashion. 

Finally, attach a string in the middle (or wherever to balance the driftwood) and hang the chime from a branch or porch beam for a pleasant natural symphony.

How to Make a Shell Wind Chime 

A wind chime will display shells from your collection and become an attractive ornament for your garden or deck.  

Here's How: 

1. Choose light, thin shells for a delicate sound or heavy shells for a deep sound. 

2. When possible select shells that have a natural hole on the top.

3. Lay out the shells in a design. 

4. Choose a wooden dowel, a piece of driftwood, another large shell or weathered board to serve as the base.

5. Purchase transparent fishing line, waxed linen cord or heavy string from which to dangle the shells.

6. Cut the line or cord into lengths at least four inches longer than your design requires to have excess to tie knots.

7. Using a small craft drill, power drill with a very small bit or rachet screwdriver, drill a hole in the tops of shells that do not have a natural one. 

8. Slide the first shell to the bottom of one of the lengths of fishing line or cord; tie multiple knots until the knot is larger than the hole in the shell.

9. Slide the second shell down the string as far above the first one as your design requires; tie multiple knots; save string at the top to attach to the base. 

10. Make as many strings of shells as your design requires.

11. Drill holes in the base from which your shells will hang so that a string of shells will barely touch the shells on the next string.

12. Attach the stringed shells to the base by slipping the excess string you've saved at the top into the holes you've drilled in the base; tie multiple knots until the knot is larger than the hole.

13. To make a hanger, drill a hole on either end of the base; or drill one hole in the middle. 

14. Run a cord through the holes, knot the ends to keep the string from slipping through. 

15. Hang your wind chime and wait for a breeze.

Tips: 

1. With fishing line use a wrap knot or it won't hold: put the line through the shell hole from back to front; bring the free end around behind the vertical line and slip it down through the resulting circle, pulling the knot tight.

2. Have on hand more shells than your design requires since many may break during drilling.

3. A rachet screwdriver makes drilling easy and children can use it safely; it does not work well on thick shells.

