REL 1220-011 WORLD RELIGIONS
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Office Hours: MF 8:30-11:00
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REL 1220-011 WORLD RELIGIONS
Course Description: [3 hours] A study of the major religions of the world, with an emphasis on non-Western religions. We shall particularly explore the response of Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions to the challenges posed by contemporary fundamentalism and secularism. In this course we will be exploring classical, modern, and postmodern conceptions and receptions of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism, in light of the complex phenomenon of globalization.
Required Text: John L. Esposito, Darrell J. Fasching and Todd Lewis, Religion and Globalization: World Religions in Historical Perspective. Oxford University Press.
Grading Policy: 

Grades are based on point accumulation throughout the semester. There are 4 Homeworks/Quizzes worth 15 points each and a cumulative final exam worth 40 points, so as to make up 100 points. One of the Homeworks/Quizzes might be replaced by a Class Presentation. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED, unless they are accompanied by evidence of a medical emergency (e.g., signed doctor’s note) or death in the family (e.g., funeral program). Make-up exams will be given only to those students who inform me of their emergency by email on the day of the exam.
Final grades for the course are based on the following scale:

93-100 pts. = A 77-79 pts. = C+

90-92 pts. = A- 73-76 pts. = C

87-89 pts. = B+ 70-72 pts. = C-

83-86 pts. = B 60-69 pts. = D

80-82 pts. = B- 59 and below = F

Academic Honesty: 

Neither plagiarism (i.e., presenting the written work of another as one's own) nor cheating (i.e., providing answers to exam questions or receiving exam answers from another) will be tolerated. Any academic dishonesty will be disciplined according to the guidelines in the University of Toledo student handbook.

Accessibility:

If you need special accommodations to attend my class, please notify me immediately. Your need for special accommodations, including special testing requests, will need to be documented by the Office of Accessibility, located at 1400 Snyder Memorial.

Reading Assignments & Class Structure: 

Make sure to prepare all the readings before the date given. Chapters on the schedule refer to Esposito's textbook. The reading assignments are usually short and hopefully pleasant. Homework is turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due, and students may opt for an in-class quiz. There will be audiovisual presentations (DVD, online videos), in-class discussions, quizzes, reviews, and oral presentations. The final exam (multiple-choice / in-class essay) will take place on the last day of class.

Class Participation

Class participation is essential. That includes class attendance (75%) as well as active involvement in all phases of the class.

Class Schedule:
Week 1: May 12 – Introduction: WORLD RELIGIONS AND GLOBALIZATION
May 13 – Chap. 1: Religion and Globalization
May 14 – Chap. 1: The Judeo-Christian Worldview

May 15 – Chap. 1: Universalism and Secularization

Week 2: May 19 – Chap. 2: Christianity and the Road to Globalization
May 20 - Chap. 2: Christianity, Modernity, Postmodernity
May 21 – Review / Class Discussion
May 22 – Homework/Quiz # 1 (15 points)

Week 3: May 26 – Chap. 3: The Many Faces of Judaism
May 27 - Chap. 3: Traditional Judaism
May 28 - Chap. 3: Modern and Postmodern Judaism
May 29 - Homework/Quiz # 2 (15 points)

Week 4: June 2 – Chap. 4: Islam
June 3 – Chap. 4: Islam and Modernity
June 4 – Review / Class Discussion
June 5 – Homework/Quiz # 3 (15 points) 

Week 5: June 9 – Chap. 6: Ways to Nirvana
June 10 – Chap. 6: Traditional Buddhism 
June 11 – Chap. 6: Zen Buddhism and Postmodernity
June 12 – Homework/Quiz # 4 (15 points) 

Week 6: June 16 - Chap. 8: Globalization
June 17 – Chap. 8: Overview / New Age Religions
June 18 – Class Presentations / Final Review
June 19 – Final Exam (40 points) 

