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1. Investigate the needs of the area you are working in, whether it be on your campus or in your community. See if you can help out other student organizations on campus with their events or start your own large event and ask them to help you to make yours more successful. This way you can hold an awesome dance-a-thon or sports tournament or even host a concert! Of course, do not limit yourself to on-campus events, but also go out into the community. Plan a neighborhood watch or a food drive for a local food pantry.
2. After exploring your options, decide on a project your club is interested in implementing. Have group discussions at club meetings or pass out a survey to get an idea of service projects your members would like to participate in.
3. Decide on whether you would like to make a short-term or long-term commitment and if your club has the necessary amount of people to pull off the project. For example, your club may be interested in setting up an after-school program at a local elementary school. This requires a long-term commitment, and for those who cannot put in that amount of time, instead organize events, poster or essay contests, or presentations for the students at the school.
4. Contact the organization you are interested in working with. Explain what your club is all about and what you would like to do. Then ask if there are any such programs in place and if they would be interested in working with you on a project.
     5. Begin to plan the project! Split up the planning responsibilities and possibly implement

         committees to get members more involved. Here’s one great idea! Leave out a can at each

         meeting where members can place a service project suggestion with their name on it. Then

         every so often plan an idea from the can and have that person help plan it.
     6. Personally invite members of your club, as well as Kiwanians, Key Clubbers, and

         other Circle K’ers, to your project. Also, be sure to publicize as needed for the specific

         project. If enough people know about it, great publicity could help your project become an

         annual event!
     7. Write thank you notes to those that participated in the project.
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Basic Service Projects





Churches


Hospitals


Libraries


Park/Adopt-A-Highway Clean Ups


Retirement Homes for the Elderly


Soup Kitchens or Food Pantries


Tutoring at Elementary Schools/After-School Programs


Walks (Relay for Life, Breast Cancer, Diabetes, MS, Alzheimer’s, Miles for Medals, March of Dimes, Light the Night)


Special Olympics/ARC


Animal Shelters











It is important that your club maintains a large amount of projects with flexible times so all members have the opportunity to participate. This is no easy task, but by offering a variety of projects, members will stay interested!





Service Projects To Do During Meetings





Make-A-Child Smile Cards


Make Cards for Any Occasion


Make Decorations for Nursing Homes for Any Occasion


Make I-Care Kits (First aid kits to be donated to ambulance company)


Make Coloring Books or Bookmarks to Donate to Elementary Schools


Put Together Food Baskets (To donate to soup kitchens or homeless shelters, for example do a PB&J-A-Thon)


Shred Paper for Animal Shelter


Stuff Envelopes for Local Organizations


Make Origami for Children in the Hospital


Make Posters for Your Events


Make Food for a Bake Sale


Collect Items for Kamp Kiwanis


Making Quilts for Needy Families


Knitting Baby Blankets for Local Hospitals


Writing Letters to Soldiers


Writing Letters to Congress to Improve Society


Making Trauma Dolls


Writing Letters to Pen Pals


Making Baskets or Painting Plates to Donate


Planning for Your Club’s Larger Service Projects


Make A Paper Turkey for Any Occasion (Each member makes a feather, writes their name and phone number, and the turkey is given to the ARC)





Unique Service Projects





Daycare Centers


Neighborhood Watch


Halfway Houses


Homeless Shelters


Community Theaters


Drug Rehabilitation Centers


Fraternal Organizations and Civic Clubs


Meals on Wheels


Museums, Art Galleries, and Monuments


Community Choirs, Bands and Orchestras


Prisons


Youth Organizations


Sports Teams


Juvenile Detention Centers


Crisis Hotlines


30 Hour Famine


Collecting Food from Campus Cafeterias to Donate


Caring for a Dog from Puppies Behind Bars


Locks of Love


Homelessness Awareness Night





Websites To Check Out





AIDS Walk � HYPERLINK "http://www.aidswalk.net" ��http://www.aidswalk.net�


Children’s Aid Society � HYPERLINK "http://www.childrensaidsociety.org" ��http://www.childrensaidsociety.org�


Kamp Kiwanis � HYPERLINK "http://kiwanis-ny.org/kamp" ��http://kiwanis-ny.org/kamp�


Light the Night (Leukemia & Lymphoma Society) � HYPERLINK "http://www.lightthenight.org" ��http://www.lightthenight.org�


Make-A-Child Smile � HYPERLINK "http://www.makeachildsmile.org" ��http://www.makeachildsmile.org�


Make A Difference Day � HYPERLINK "http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/index.html" ��http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/index.html�


Make-A-Wish Foundation � HYPERLINK "http://www.makeawish.org" ��http://www.makeawish.org�


Making Strides Against Breast Cancer � HYPERLINK "http://cancer.org/stridesonline" ��http://cancer.org/stridesonline�


March of Dimes � HYPERLINK "http://www.modimes.org" ��http://www.modimes.org�


One Brick � HYPERLINK "http://www.onebrick.org" ��http://www.onebrick.org�


Operation Smile � HYPERLINK "http://www.operationsmile.org" ��http://www.operationsmile.org�


Project Sunshine � HYPERLINK "http://projectsunshine.org" ��http://projectsunshine.org�


Puppies Behind Bars � HYPERLINK "http://www.puppiesbehindbars.com" ��http://www.puppiesbehindbars.com�


Relay for Life � HYPERLINK "http://www.cancer.org/docroot/par/content/PAR_1_Relay_For_Life.asp" ��http://www.cancer.org/docroot/par/content/PAR_1_Relay_For_Life.asp�


Ronald McDonald House � HYPERLINK "http://www.rmhc.com/rmhc/index.html" ��http://www.rmhc.com/rmhc/index.html�


Special Olympics � HYPERLINK "http://www.specialolympics.org" ��http://www.specialolympics.org�


How To Make Trauma Dolls � HYPERLINK "http://www.kiwanis.org/magazine/0905sok3dolls.asp" ��http://www.kiwanis.org/magazine/0905sok3dolls.asp�


Toys for Tots � HYPERLINK "http://www.toysfortots.org" ��http://www.toysfortots.org�


Volunteer Match � HYPERLINK "http://volunteermatch.org" ��http://volunteermatch.org�














