everything else apart the music doesn't matter.





it's easily understandable - when you're a guitarist that plays on a '85 Fender Strat, a japanese reedition of the '72 one, yes, you can care about the music. Albert Hammond Jnr, probably the most interessant guitarist of this world, dresses himself with ties and a lot of her. And what ? He's the kind of guy that is totally opposite of Keith Richards. Too available, too in love with beer, he can change your life in a 45 minutes set. You wonder how ? Just see The Strokes live. His solo on "last nite" has already caught thousands of people's breathe, and the crazy rocket that appeared to the rest of the Strokes (as says Fab Moretti) is now ready to be better, way better.


we want to improve and get better. See him live. How can you think that he has been kicked of his hometown band because some dickhead thought he wouldn't be able to perform onstage ? So many bands had to tour for years and years before taking the hype on up their sleeve, sell records and have a proper liveset ready for a worldwide tour. How do you think U2 has become the best live act, and so do Radiohead or Muse ? They improved for years, took bottles on their heads, performed in front of ten people in shady irish pubs. The Strokes had been immediatly sent in the UK, in Europe, in Asia, in USA. And they did not play a wrong note. Having their songs under a perfect control, their instruments becoming their slaves (and not their assistants), they have put thousands of angry british critics at their feet. And british are known to be harsh (they even destroyed Oasis, before weeping and begging to come back). The Strokes, 21 years old, came over and turned around the world of music industry.


Albert, all about lips and hair, puts the most of his talent in his guitar, the other bit in his looks. Classy, sexy and funny, how can you not be one of the most famous guitarists in the world ? With fellow Nick Valensi, they put Noel Gallagher and Graham Coxon back to their places. He's like a little ET from the past. 60's, 70's, they're all into him, making his music being timeless, because sure he does belong to our decade. Never were musicians such as him so attached to where they belong and what influenced them. The shadow of Buddy Holly planes above him, and his eyes, not leaving the chords, look after what has to be perfect. The idea of perfectness is integrated in him, willingly to give the best out of himself right now, not waiting for what's next. He is beyond all reasonable doubt the most old school, the most vintage, the essence of what The Strokes want to bring back to nowadays music. If he were serious, or worse, if he hadn't been there, music would have surely lost something and would have regretted it for a long time. Concentrated on his work, on what he has to do, he is his music himself when onstage, and being close to him in those moments is something too strong to handle to experience.


Charming, beautiful, talented and surely being part of the chosen few of music, will steal your heart and your innocence, putting back in your head what the music can do at its best, making a revival of ghosts of underground music (The Stooges, The Ramones), killing on their way the ones who thought that rock'n'roll was dead. Sorry, guys - The Strokes are here.


