Fuck the Media: The Strokes are here to stay! 


A dissection of The Strokes media attention by Jen Shepard 


The Hype 


The Strokes began receiving massive hype from the British press, namely NME, after releasing nothing more than a 3 song EP. Articles singing the praises of the guys then spread around the globe. Critics were all saying the same thing: Great new band! Sounds like The Velvet Underground, The Stooges, The Stones, The Ramones, and Televisionâ€¦ Richard Hell, Blondie, Modern Lovers, Cars, etc. etc. They were claiming: Best New York band since Wu Tang Clan, or even farther back to The Beasties, or even farther back to Talking Heads. When â€œIs This Itâ€� finally hit the scene, the media was gushing praise about every song being perfect, or damn close to it. THE STROKES WILL SAVE YOUR SOUL! That seemed to be the general consensus. It was almost ludicrous to think that this band could actually be so stylishly retro, and play great music as well. Thus, the naysayers. 


The Backlash 


Because The Strokes seemed to be all over the place so suddenly, the posh alternative scene immediately began dissing the band. Perhaps it was the mention in every article that The Strokes were â€œchildren of privilegeâ€�, and that Julianâ€™s dad was famous in the fashion world, and Alâ€™s dad wrote a hit tune in the 70â€™s. The guys even met at elite prep schools. That quickly snowballed into claims of The Strokes being snobby brats who got ahead because of nepotism and a boost from their sense of fashion. Maybe people were just jealous because the guys were cute, and had money, I donâ€™t know. Of course the most important thing is the music, and most anti-Strokers were quick to ignore the bandâ€™s talent, and strike it down to: â€˜Well, theyâ€™re just stealing from the 70's greats. They also said: "They'll end up like At the Drive-In". So The Strokes got too big, too quickly for some, but how is it their fault that their music got the positive attention it did? And deservedly so, at a time when rock seemed a dying breed. That's like saying: â€˜ Iâ€™ve heard so much about you, so I hate youâ€™. Isnâ€™t that a bit high school-ish? 


The Bottom Line 


The music The Strokes have put forth in one studio album is not only promising, but fucking fantastic! Everyone is definitely entitled to their own opinionâ€¦ You like something, or you donâ€™t, thatâ€™s how it goes. But I think one can also recognize talent, even if they arenâ€™t particularly partial to the music itself. These guys have talent. I donâ€™t really care in the end that they look good, and wear cool clothes, and have old-school rock star attitudes. Thatâ€™s all an added bonus. The talent is evident. The music is good. Fab, Al, Nick, Julian, and Nikolaiâ€¦ The Strokesâ€¦ great band. Undeniable. Delectable. A feast of sumptuous sound. I may just be a fan, but I can be objective. The thing is, I donâ€™t really have any objections when it comes to The Strokes. I love them, plain and simple. To me, their music matters, and I know Iâ€™m not alone on that one. The Strokes will be remembered one day, not for the hype, or the backlash, but for the bottom lineâ€¦ the music. 





