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Submitted photo The field turf at Nelsonville-York’s Boston Field is finished and ready to go for Friday’s night’s home opener between the Buckeyes and the River Valley Raiders. The game marks the anticipated first game in the newly renovated facility.
Buckeyes ready to christen Boston Field
Renovated stadium will host its first game Friday night against River Valley

Joe Higgins
Messager staff writer

The first piece of a projected three-year 1.3 million dollar outdoor project at Nelsonville-York will be displayed this Friday night when the Buckeye football team christens the newly renovated Boston Field.

Because the state of Ohio does not allow for funding of outdoor athletic facilities, this project is being entirely privately funded. 

Nelsonville-York's Athletic Boosters have raised $300,000 at this time through fund-raising events, local contributions which include a $50,000 gift from Bill Vaughn and donations like that of Maiden and Jenkins. But the greatest boost to the building efforts has come from the Brooks family and Rocky Boots that has pledged $500,000 in matching money. Even more so, a great deal of volunteer work has gone into preparing the football field for its new look.

A committee consisting of Mike Bishop, Steve Cox, Steve Swartz, Ted Bayat and Gary Edwards did a fair amount of work negotiating the Rocky Boots donation and a volunteer team led by Edwards, Jim Edwards, Bishop, Bill Newland, John Hurd, Chris Bunting and football coach Dave Boston and the rest of the coaching staff have been hard at work this summer.

In Friday night's contest, the Buckeyes will have the pleasure of playing River Valley on a newly placed synthetic turf playing surface. Through mostly volunteer work and local contracts, the basework for the new field was set with limestone after the previous grass setting was uprooted. Gary Edwards stated that over $100,000 dollars was saved though the use of volunteer work alone and expressed a deep sense of pride over the community's hard work.


