Additional Info and Thoughts
Cindy Peterson

I attended the North Dakota State Convention last Friday and Saturday.  It was absolutely wonderful.  I would recommend it to all for next year.

Their State Director Gary Nelson and Assistant to the Administrator Steve Connolly were also in attendance.  I wanted to attach a little of the information I gleaned from their speeches.

Status of NWA Office Restructure is listed state by state in my report for the organizational meeting.  North Dakota and West Virginia are the only states left to submit plans.  49 plans submitted (includes Puerto Rico) – 217 office closures nationwide – 1 office opening.

State and National Offices are being reviewed by an outside organization, Knowledge Bank.  Preliminary report due back to the Administrator in mid-October.

Secretary of Ag Johanns has resigned but Acting Secretary Chuck Conner is up to speed and will do a fine job of the Farm Bill.  If the Bill is not passed by October,  FSA will be okay financially until about December when the first DCP payments are normally issued.

Disaster Bill did include $22 million for administration, this will allow for 387 temps nationwide.  Advertisement time for these temp positions has been cut to 1 week.  Major improvement in Security Checks this week – FBI will be doing them on a 72 hour turn around.

IPEA Review (770 lists)


Dramatic improvements



CRP – 0.5% error rate



DCP – 0.4%



LDP – 0.5%



MAL – 7.5% (mostly lien search problems)


DIS – 6.0% (down from 12%)



NAP – 13.0% (down from 23%)

Fund Rebated to FSA from the General Fund will be used for many computer purchases.  

