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Urban forests are mostly planted forests. Therefore the plant populations in these forests and the urban forest ecosystems as the whole are normally artificial. In general, a population is characterized mainly by the followings: the size, the density, the dispersion, the migration, the age structure, the birth rate, the death rate, the generation time, the sex ratio, the type of survivorship curve. An ecosystem is characterized by its energy flow, biogeochemical cycles and trophic structure. The functioning of artificial populations and ecosystems is far different from natural ones. Based on the analysis of the differences between natural populations and ecosystems and the artificial ones this report makes conclusions about the prospects of urban forests in nature conservation. 

