ON BEHALF OF TRES RIO HIGH SCHOOL RODEO ASSOCIATION – NHSFR HOST COMMITTEE – BETH UTLEY!!!!

We are receiving a number of calls from your Canadian contestants worried about their horses being quarantined if they attend the NHSFR.  A couple have also cancelled their reservations here over a lack of communication on this current situation.

We have checked with our local veterinarian and have done research on this subject.  Please share the following information with your contestants.  Their horses will ONLY be quarantined returning to Canada if they travel through the States of Texas or Missouri.

There is currently no quarantine for New Mexico.  (The current information for Canadian travel restrictions for both Texas and Missouri are listed below.)

Thank you.

Beth Utley

Executive Director

Canada tightens border controls over second disease

June 24, 2009

Canada has again tightened its border controls over horses coming from the US following an outbreak of vesicular stomatitis in Texas. 

The new restrictions follow on the heels of tighter controls over horses from Missouri, after that state reported cases of equine piroplasmosis. 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency has asked the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to suspend the issuing or endorsement of export certificates for horses and other equines from Texas. 

The restriction is effective immediately. The import restriction applies only to live horse, donkey or mule imports and not to equine semen or equine embryo imports. 

The US Department of Agriculture has also been asked to provide supplementary certification for equines from other states declaring that in the previous 21 days, the animal has not been in Texas. 

"It is strongly recommended that horse owners refrain from travelling to or transiting through Texas with their horses," the Canadian authorities said, echoing their remarks in respect of Missouri. 

"It is important to note for horse owners who still want to export their horses to Texas that they CANNOT bring them back to Canada on the original Canadian export certificate. 

"Instead, it will be necessary that they move their horses to a non-affected state to establish residency in that state for at least 21 days prior to export to Canada. 

"This means that the horses will be returning to Canada on a US health certificate that includes the statement for non-residency in Texas during the last 21 days prior to export to Canada." 

Vesicular stomatitis is a disease that primarily affects cattle, horses and swine, and occasionally sheep and goats. 

Humans can be exposed to the virus when handling affected animals but rarely become infected. 

Vesicular stomatitis causes blister-like lesions in the mouth and on the dental pad, tongue, lips, nostrils, hooves, and teats. These blisters swell and break, leaving raw tissue that is so painful that infected animals show signs of lameness and generally refuse to eat and drink which results in severe weight loss. 

There is risk of secondary infection of the open wounds. Animals usually recover within two weeks. 

While vesicular stomatitis can cause economic losses to livestock producers, it is a particularly important disease because its outward signs are similar to-although generally less severe than-those of foot-and-mouth disease, to which horses are not susceptible. 

The only way to distinguish among these diseases in livestock other than horses is through laboratory tests. 

The mechanisms by which vesicular stomatitis spreads are not fully known; insect vectors, mechanical transmission, and movement of animals are probably responsible. Once introduced into a herd, the disease apparently moves from animal to animal by contact or exposure to saliva or fluid from ruptured lesions. 

Historically, outbreaks of vesicular stomatitis have occurred in southwestern United States during warm months and particularly along river ways. However, outbreaks are sporadic and unpredictable. 

More on vesicular stomatitis
Canada tightens border controls over Missouri outbreak

June 23, 2009

Canada has tightened its border controls while authorities in Missouri work to contain an outbreak of equine piroplasmosis. 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has asked the United States Department of Agriculture to suspend the issuance or endorsement of export certificates for horses and other equines originating from Missouri. 

The restrictions are effective immediately. They apply only to live horse, donkey or mule imports and not to equine semen or equine embryo imports. 

The USDA has also been asked to provide supplementary certification for horses and other equines from other states as follows that, during the previous 21 days, the animal(s) have not been in Missouri. 

Canadian border authorities will be asking all equine transporters crossing into Canada about their origins and whether they passed through Missouri. 

"If the horses originate or have been in the state of Missouri within the past 21 days, or have transited through that state, they will be referred to the CFIA. 

"CFIA will determine, based on document verification and inspection, whether the horses should be allowed to enter Canada. 

"It is strongly recommended that horse owners refrain from travelling to or transiting through Missouri with their horses. It is important to note for horse owners who still want to export their horses to Missouri that they CANNOT bring them back to Canada on the original Canadian export certificate. 

"Instead, it will be necessary that they move their horses to a non-affected state to establish residency in that state for at least 21 days prior to export to Canada. This means that the horses will be returning to Canada on a US health certificate that includes the statement for non-residency in Missouri during the last 21 days prior to export to Canada." 

Equine piroplasmosis is caused by two parasitic organisms, Babesia equi and Babesia caballi. It is primarily transmitted to horses by ticks but this bloodborne disease can be spread mechanically from animal to animal by contaminated needles or surgical instruments. 

Once infected, an equine can take 7 to 22 days to show signs of illness. 

Mild forms of the disease cause equines to appear weak and show lack of appetite. 

More acute cases can occur where EP is not common and the animals have not built up a resistance to the disease. 

Signs of the acute phase include fever, anaemia, jaundiced mucous membranes, a swollen abdomen, laboured breathing, central nervous system disturbances, roughened-hair coats, constipation, colic, and hemoglobinuria - a condition which gives urine a red colour. 

In some cases, death may occur. Horses that survive the acute phase of infection may continue to carry the parasites for long periods of time. These animals are potential sources of infection to others through tick-borne transmission or mechanical transfer by needles or surgical instruments. 

EP is not endemic to the United States or Canada and some other countries but it is present in the Caribbean, South and Central America, Eastern and Southern Europe, Africa and the Middle East. 

The greatest risk for introduction of this disease is through the trading of animals or international equestrian sports where infected and non-infected animals are in contact. 

If an outbreak of EP occurs in a country such as the USA, the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) must be notified and made aware of the steps that will be taken to eradicate the disease. 
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