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WORLD LITERATURE IN REVIEW: TURKEY

----------------------------------

Nuzhet Erman. Her Gun Yeni Dogariz. Ankara. Ecdad Yayım. 1996.

Nuzhet Erman (b. 1926) has a voice that is beholden to no predecessor or contemporary. It is an epic voice that shuns jingoism, a lyrical voice that avoids sentimentality, a historical voice that speaks with modern rhythms, a voice of wisdom that sings operatically.

In Her Gun Yeni Dogariz (Each Day We Are Born Anew) Erman attempts to create a magnum opus on the history of the Turks from the emergence of the Ottoman state in the late thirteenth century to the upsurge of Mustafa Kemal Pasha in the 1920s. This sounds hazardously like a conventional, chronological epic narrative. It isn't, The structure conforms to historical sequence, but the style is so fresh, so dynamic, so miraculously born anew in each episode that Erman's book functions as a cycle of historic evocations, a prism of stirring impressions. The pitfall of "history in verse"--and Turkey has been badly served in Ottoman times by chroniclers who composed official versions of events in strict meter and rhyme and by twentieth-century poetasters who produced enormous quantities of jingoistic drivel--is its inherent "emphatic fallacy." which has blind faith in "history as reported" and gives vent to that faith in an effusive spirit and a "purple" style.

What sets Erman apart is his finesse in lyric formulations and his range of historical vision. In this encompassing book, his craftsmanship enables him to speak with many voices, from documentary to utopian, from patriotic to satiric, from matter-of-fact to passionate. On an ambitious scale, Erman's poetry enriches history, making it vivid, at once tender and violent, dramatic and humorous. A lilting summation of the fate that befell the members of the Ottoman dynasty functions as a distilled satire, although the structure of the poem is bland and the voice almost prosaic.

 THE BIG TALE


 Two Sultans- Murad I and II --
 Fell at Kosovo and, as martyrs, became glorified.
 Carbuncles shoved Selim the Grim to the other side.
 It was a blood clot to which Suleyman the Magnificent succumbed.
 As for Bayezid the Thunderbolt and Sultan Aziz, suicide.
 Afflictions like cirrhosis and TB
 Had Selim the Sallow, Murad IV and Mahmud II mortified.
 Mehmed the Conqueror, Young Osman, and Selim the Poet Were all
 victims of regicide.
 Ahmed III, Mehmed III, and Osman Ill,
 Mustafa II, Mahmud I, and Abdulhamid I
 Suffered apoplexy, that's how they went by the wayside.
 They had a weak heart.
 And so on with all those majestic rulers --
 The glorious Ottoman Empire,
 On whose realm the sun never set for 624 years,
 Kept the world petrified:
 It was a legend, it died.

Her Gun Yeni Dogariz is subtitled "Osman Gazi'den Gazi Mustafa Kemal'e"--from Osman the founder of the Ottoman State to Ataturk, the creator of the Turkish Republic, both referred to as "ghazi," meaning "war hero" in an essentially Islamic sense. The Ottoman section of the book is far more colorful and critical than is that on the emergence of modern Turkey. In depicting more than six centuries of a nation's triumphs and defeats, with profound insights into its life and culture, Nuzhet Erman has created an engrossing poetic saga.


