Hard work pays off

for Kennedy, Sox

By TERRY TOOHEY
ttoohey@delcotimes.com

YEADON — A mini-slump in the last four
games of the regular season made Upper
Darby center fielder Doug Kennedy take a
little different approach before the Blue
Sox took on the Media Knights in the
opening round of the Delco Baseball
League playoffs Saturday.

Kennedy arrived at Kerr Field around
11:30 a.m., some 21/, hours before the
game, to take some extra batting practice.
He also switched to a bat with a bigger bar-
rel.

Tt worked.

Kennedy's RBI single in the top of the
cixth inning was the difference as Upper
Darby knocked off Media, 4-3, to take a 1-0
lead in the best-of-3 series.

CGame 2 is set for 2 pm. today at
Delaware County Community College.

“Doug came through with a big hit when
we needed it,” Upper Darby gkipper Dave
Jerdon said.

Kennedy's two-out single off lefty Ed
Kerstetter chased home Jamie Schild with
the winning run.

The hit was a killer for the Knights in
their Delco League playoff debut.

“Doug had a great at-bat,” Media manag-
er Greg Baron said. “He stuck in there
against a tough lefty. It was a situation we
wanted. It was a lefthander on a left-han-
der and he poked in through.”

Upper Darby pitcher Dave Ciccone made
than yun stand up with a perfect seventh
inning, only his second 1-2-3 inning of the
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game.

“] didn't get loose until the fourth
inning,” said Ciccone, who had offseason
choulder surgery to repair a rotator cuff
and labrum problem, and remove bone
chips. “Some days it takes me a little
longer to get loose.”

On those days, Ciccone did as he did to
the Knights — he nibbled on the corners
until his shoulder loosed up to the point.
Once his shoulder did loosen up, his veloc-
ity returned.

Ciccone recorded half of his six strike-

outs in the final three innings. He fanned
Joe Iligas to get out of a bases-loaded, two-
out jam in the top of the fifth inning and
whiffed Mike Young to start the seventh.

Media got to Ciccone early for three
unearned runs, one in the second inning
;mc(li two more in the fourth to take a 3-2

ead.

“Opportunities were given to us, we just
didn’t capitalize on them,” Baron said.

Upper Darby had trouble scoring after
Rob Ttri belted a tworun homer with one
out in the bottom of the first inning.
Media’s Ryan Curran, Kevin Paul and
Kerstetter combined to give up just one
run until Kennedy stepped to the plate in
the sixth inning.

“l was disappointed in the way we
played,” Jerdon said. “We have to make
plays and we have to hit with guys on base.
Nothing against Media, they played tough,
but this is their first year in the playoifs.
We've been there a couple of years in a row
now and we have to get hits when we have
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Upr:;er Darby’s Rob Schuck slides into third base safely as Media’s Mike Young tries
to field the throw during Saturday’s Delco League playoff game.

men on base.”

Jerdon was most disappointed in the
fourth inning, when the Blue Sox scored
one run to tie the game, but left the bases
loaded. Kerstetter came in for Paul and
coaxed Ifri into an inning-ended 4-6-3 dou-
ble play.

As_ fate would have it, though, Ciccone
was just starting to warm up. He kept the
Knights at bay until the sixth inning when
Schild reached base on an error and catch-
er Nick Corsanico drew a two-out walk to
bring Kennedy, who was Ofor-2 with a
walk, to the plate.

Kennedy delivered.

“There was a big hole between first and
second because they were holding the run-
ner at first base,” Kennedy said. “I was
looking for something inside, something I
could hook into that hole. He threw me
Somfzthing down and in and I was able to
put it in the right spot.”

Terry Toohey is the assistant sports editor of
the Daily Times.



