The Toronto One Station Analysis

By Mark Iradian

Introduction


This document is an evaluation of the new Toronto One station that launched on Friday, September 19, 2003.  After a week of carefully scrutinizing the station’s weekly schedule, this is the opinion of myself (Mark Iradian) on the new television station.

Weekday Programs


Most of the programs on the weekdays are very static; showing repetitive programs throughout the week as there aren’t very many different programs in the weekday schedule.  Although most other stations follow this format, Toronto One shows its difference with its mediocre programs.  The majority of these shows are either boring talk shows like The Ellen Degeneres Show or celebrity shows such as Celebrity Justice and The Sharon Osbourne Show.

Fortunately, not all programs on the weekday schedule have below-average quality.  One such program, MTV Select, is an hour-long program aimed at my age group (12-24 years old).  This show focuses on video games, careers, celebrities, music, entertainment issues, and even political topics.  They also promote MTV Events that are on MTV Canada, MTV2, and the mtvcanada.com website.


The second most entertaining show in Toronto One’s weekday schedule is The Toronto Show.  This show is basically a variety entertainment showcase of Toronto comedians, musicians, singers, dancers, and magicians.  Anyone who enjoys the entertainment of sketches or standup comedians absolutely must watch this show religiously.


Despite the two quality shows, the weekday schedule doesn’t provide much variety to its viewer.  For starters, there aren’t many sitcoms or drama programs during the weekdays.  Instead, we are stuck with mediocre entertainment or talk shows that occupy the schedule for hours until the weekend.

Weekend Programs


The weekend programming schedule is the support pillar of the station and is surprisingly interesting and mixed with various genres of television shows.  There are the entertainment shows such as Prime Ticket Movies, Game Nation, and Celebrity Justice Weekend Editio. There are talk shows and MTV shows like MTV Select, The Sharing Circle, and MTV World Chart Express.  The problem with some of the weekend programs is that most of them don’t really seem to serve a purpose other than just being ‘fillers’.  


You can see some examples of fillers Sunday morning with shows like Living Yoga with Padma and Tai Chi with Grandmaster Liang.  While unique shows in their own right, they only fill in a niche market that should be located on specialized channels instead of a general channel like Toronto One.  At least I can safely say that the weekend programs are much more entertaining then the weekdays due to their variety and better quality programming.

News


The News programs on Toronto One run from the morning and late into the evening, allowing the reporters time to gather interesting news for the public and allow the audience more conveniance in accessing the news.  Each news program features a team of announcers with various personalities to build ‘chemistry’ into the group.  The studio designs of these ‘Newsrooms’ are somewhat bland, glossy, odd, and bluish.  Half the time I thought they were reporting the news in a Greenhouse inside someone’s garden.  Unlike City TV, the program is static with no real dynamics involved.  During the programming run, I felt that the anchors and weather reporters were trying to be ‘hip’ instead of being professional.

Conclusions and Final Thoughts


After watching the Toronto One station for over a week, my first impressions haven’t been up to par.  Most of the programs on the show do not interest me because of the niche market they are targeted for.  I do not care about the Osbournes, some no-name celebrity talk show, yoga, or news about other celebrities.  I care about movies, sports, sitcoms, drama shows, and an hour full of bikini-clad women and gun battles.  Toronto One defiantly has potential to be a great station, but it needs some real programs that will interest the mainstream crowd instead of the niche market its going for today.

