Nucki: Hi!  Guess what.  I'm in this story.  ::squeal::  I'm sorta the leader of the new gang Tai's been hanging out with.  


Tai:  Glory hog!


Nucki:  That's me!  Anyway, this takes place about four years after the Piedmon thing.  The gang is still really good friends but Tai's sad because there was no more adventure and found me waiting for the posse.  Tai starts to hang out with us every night and goes to school during the day.


Tai:  It's not what you think.  We don't do drugs or anything.


Nucki:  True.  We can have fun without chemical stimulation.  Did I forget to tell you?  Tai tells me everything.  Even about who he love....


Tai:  Hey!  Quit it.....please?


Nucki:  Baby.








	"I don't know how you convinced me to do this," Matt muttered, paying the cover charge to the bouncer.


	"We have to know what our competion is, don't we?" Lyon smiled pushing Matt into the raging club.


	"I heard that the band playing here is awesome," Kay replied quickly.  "And that there's only one guy in the whole group."


	"Lucky guy," Matt mutter even more under his breath.


	Matt didn't like this club for some reason.  There was no alchol so that was a plus but there were just too many people bumping and grinding on the dance floor.  (Nucki: Okay, here's the 411:  Matt hasn't seen any of his friends in over a month because he's been really busy)  Matt sighed.  He really wanted to see his friends.  It's been almost a month since he talked to anyone.  (Told you :p)  For some really strange reason he missed Tai the most.  Matt shook his head.  He wasn't going to think about that.


	"Hey, man.  That band I was talking about, its name is N.O.T.T.," Kay announced.


	The music continued its heavy grind until a petite, bright blue haired, red eyed pixie came out on stage.  (Me!!!!)  


	"Hey!!" she screamed loudly.  The room went silent.  "Thank you.  Now, are you ready for us?"  The entire crowd cheered.  "Good," she smiled, looking off stage.  "1! 2! 1! 2! 3!"


	The lights went dim when the guitar struck its chord.  A lithe girl stepped out on stage playing a beautiful silver guitar.  Her white, shoulder length hair slid in her face slightly and she gazed down at her guitar.  Nucki was behind the drums beginning a light beat.  Then another lithe girl came out on stage brandishing a bass guitar.  Her shiny black hair was held out of her black eyes with something but Matt couldn't tell what it was.  It seemed familiar though.


	"I know this song.  It that American song 'Closer' by Nine Inch Nails," Lyon grinned.


	"Damn, they're hot!" Kay chuckled in awe.


	Matt was about to retort but the women populas of the club began screaming.  When Matt looked up at the stage again his mind went blank.  Tai?  My gods, he's sexy.  Hold on there, Yama.  Where did that come from?  Just look at him.  Have you ever seen anything that looked that good in leather pants.  But this is Tai.  Face it, Yama, you've got something for him.  You wouldn't be staring at him that way if you didn't.  Then Tai opened his mouth and began to sing.  Where did he learn to sing like that?  They all said he sounded like a drowned rat.  Looks like there were wrong.


	Tai began to dance around in a very provocative manner and Matt felt his jeans become a little too tight.  He was mesmerized.  Why had he never noticed how hot Tai was?  Before Matt knew it the some was over and Tai was taking a drink of water.  Matt watched dazed as a small amount escaped from Tai's lips and drippled down his throat and into his shirt.  Get ahold of yourself, Yama.  Another song started up and Matt swallowed heavily.  It was Mouth by Bush.


	I won't survive this night.  I'm going to die.  So have you faced facts?  Yes, I want him.  He probably doesn't want me though?  How can you be so sure?


	Tai's hips swayed in just a way that Matt knew he was about to burst in his pants.  No wonder none of the girls seemed interesting to me.  I've been having these feeling for Tai ever since the digiworld.  Gods, why was I so blind until now.  I was afraid.  Afraid that he would never be able to feel the same way about him.





	"Well, well, look who finally decided to grace us with his presence," Joe smiled jokingly.


	Matt looked around the table.  Everyone was there except Tai.  Matt sat down next to Sora and smiled.


	"Where's Tai?" Matt smiled after he greeted everyone.


	Sora's smile faultered a little bit.


	"He's eating with Nucki's group today.  He'll be here tomorrow though, he alternates," Izzy replied quickly.


	Matt concluded from the look on Sora's face that she didn't care for the group.  I wonder why?  Matt looked around the cafeteria and when he didn't see Tai's usual head of hair he looked out the window.  He nearly laughed at the sight of Tai being held down by the two guitarists and having his fingernails painted by Nucki.  Matt noticed that the black hair girl had Tai's goggles on and smiled sightly confused.  Sora saw where Matt's vision took him and released a tiny snort.


	"What?" Matt whispered.


	"He's always more relaxed around them than he around us.  I don't know what they do when their not at school but when they're around him, he gets kind of wild," Sora whispered.


	Matt didn't think that was such a bad thing.  Tai was just having some fun.  Matt only nodded to Sora.  So, the rest of them don't know that Tai goes out clubbing and is part of a band.  Not to mention giving Yama tight pants.  Why would he keep it a secret?  Were they doing things that they're not suppose to?


	"So, about Tai's surprise party.  We're doing it tomorrow? (Saturday)" Mimi giggled.


	Matt had almost forgotten about Tai's birthday.  Some best friend.


	"Yeah, I got everything ready and Kari said she would keep him at the apartment all day.  Their parents won't be home for a week so it's actually perfect," Joe smiled.


	Matt looked out the window in time to see Kay walk over to the group outside.  The girls rolled their eyes and turned back to teasing Tai.  Matt couldn't believe what he saw next.  Kay had the gall to bend down and pinch the black haired girl's butt.  The girl jumped up and so did Tai.  The girls ducked behind Tai, the black haired girl was crying.  Tai looked furious and Kay looked confused.  Suddenly, Tai slugged Kay in the chin.  Kay got off the ground and swung at Tai.  


	


	Tai was angry.  No slash that.  He was furious.  This guy had just walked up and harassed Theo.  Tai could tell by expression that the guy had no idea what he did wrong.  Tai felt Theo tighten her hold on Tai's shirt as she hid behind them.


	Last night was the first time Theo would come out on stage without him.  He had given her his goggles to make her feel better and to let her know he was there.  


	Tai was working on autopilot throughout the fight.  He was still remembering the night Nucki knocked on his door and told him that Theo had been found in an alley near her house.


	When Tai had reached Theo's she was a weeping heap on her bed.  She had scrapes on her wrists and a large bruise on her cheek.  The second Tai sat on the bed, she curled herself around him.  Tai could still feel her shaking in his arms.  Theo had always been the baby of the group and constantly seeked Tai's help on everything.


	"Am I still your girl?" she cried softly.


	"Yeah," Tai whispered kissing her forehead.


	Theo wouldn't sleep unless he was around.  Tai had promised to protect her.  So every night, either Tai would have to sneek Theo into his room at night and lock the door, or sneek out and stay with her.


	His parents had told him that they didn't want him to hang out with Nucki, Theo, and Odesa.  Tai could never figure out why.


	The guy he was fighting got a lucky punch in ever now and then before one of the teachers screamed the fight to a standstill.  Tai just glared at the boy.


	"Who started this?" the teacher screeched,


	Tai felt Theo's arms tighten around his waist.  He could let her secret out.


	"I did," Tai whispered.


	He felt Theo sag against him and nearly smiled.  He had protected her again.


	"Taichi, I can't believe you would do this," the teacher said amazed.  "Go to the principal right now.  And you, young man," she said pointing at the boy Tai had knocked on his ass.  "go to the nurse."


	Tai took a step forward but Theo's arms tightened around him.  Tai turned around and kissed her forhead.  Her grip lessened.


	"If you don't see me after school, go directly to my house, alright?  My parent's are gone for the week.  You can stay there until they get back," Tai grinned.


	Theo nodded happily then released Tai completely.  Tai winked at her and then headed towards the principal's office.





(Nucki:  It's not what you're thinking.  Theo, Odesa, and me know Tai's gay so don't even go there.  He cares about us like sisters and we love him like a brother.  So don't even go there."





	Tai opened the door to his apartment.  He had had detention, just like he thought.  When he reached the living room, he spotted Theo watching TV.  Tai went into the kitchen and got a can of Coke out of the fridge.  After he took several deep gulps, he nudged Theo over and plopped down in the corner.  Theo leaned against his chest, all the while continuing her calm strokes on Mika, the cat, on the head.


	There was a comfortable silence between them that was interupted when Kari came home.  Tai didn't move and neither did Theo.  Kari didn't look at al surprised to see Theo there.  (Kari knows too, by the way.)  She did look jealous though.  Tai pushed Theo a little until he sat in the middle of the couch with Theo snuggled on one side and Kari on the other.  


	"What are we watching?" Kari yawned.


	"She's All That," Theo answered.


	And so that is where they stayed the whole night.





	Mimi knocked on the door, excitedly.  They had gotten there early to make sure that Tai was fully surprised.  When no one answered the door, T.K. reached into his pocket and pulled out a key.  Everyone raised an eyebrow.


	"She said it was for emergencies," he said lamely.


	They entered the apartment quietly and they all smiled when they saw Tai's head resting on the back of the couch.  Their smiles froze a little when they saw who was in Tai's arms.  Matt was the most surprised to say the least.  To say the most, Izzy seemed to be staring at the girl in fasination, Joe went to the kitchen to put the cake in the fridge, Mimi was smuthering a giggle, T.K. was trying wake up Kari, and Sora's face was bright pink.  Kari opened her eyes and smiled at her friends before nudging Tai awake.  Tai groaned and squinted his eyes open.  Adorable.  Matt only smiled as Mimi sqeaked out, "happy birthday".


	Tai then moved to gently wake up Theo.  Theo snuggled closer and mumbled, "no".  Tai chuckled and began to tickle her.  Theo was awake in seconds.  She looked a little shocked to see all of them.  Then she smiled weakly and rushed towards Tai's room.


	"Hang on a second," Tai chuckled, walking to the door.


	"She's shy," Kari giggled.  "It's really early, you guys."


	"We were trying to surprise him," Mimi defended.


	"Well, you did it," Theo whispered, glaring at them from behind Tai.


	Matt couldn't help but notice that Theo was wearing different clothes.  What really caught his attention was that they were women's clothing.  Why does she have clothes here?  Tai came out too in a pair of leather pants that made Matt gruel.  Matt looked to see if anyone noticed his gawking.  They were all too shocked at Tai's clothes to notice.  Well, except for Kari and T.K., they continued to make breakfast.  (I love making people sweat. Heheheheheh.)  Theo rushed to help them.  Matt couldn't help but stare at Tai.  Gods, he sexy.  I thought I could wait until tonight but.... damn what a temptation!


	"So this was my surprise?" Tai smiled.


	"Where did you get those pants?" Sora gasped.


	Tai rolled his eyes at the lust in Sora's voice but it seemed the only Matt saw it.  What was that?  I thought Tai liked Sora.  Tai shrugged his answer to Sora and went to set the table.  Mimi rushed past him and shooed him away.  Matt heard Tai laugh as Mimi smacked his butt to leave the area.  Then he heard Theo giggle at something that Kari snickered.  When he got close enough he heard Theo replied, "I have read that little book of his, you know."


	What little book?  Matt collapsed on the couch next to Tai.


	"I just heard something about a little book.  Care to share?" Matt asked casually.





	Tai sat up in the couch like lightening.  How did he know about my little book?  He shouldn't know.  Only Kari, Nucki, Odesa, and Theo had seen that book.  How did Yama know?


	"I have no clue what you're talking about," Tai breathed quickly.


	That statement seemed to make Matt angry.  Tai could not believe how fast Matt had dragged him into Tai's room.  Tai snuck a peek at Matt and shivered.


	"Show me the book," Matt ordered.


	Tai cowarded back a little.  He couldn't show Matt him book.  It had everything about him written down in it.  My hopes, my dreams, my loves, my fears, and my dispairs.  How can I show Yama that?


	"No," Tai whispered.


	"I used to be your best friend, Tai.  What happened?" Matt hissed.


	Tai swallowed visibly.  He was going to have to show him.  The look in Matt's eyes told him he would strip his apartment to pieces if he didn't get it now.  Silently, Tai went over to his bed and pulled out his book from underneath the matress.  He handed Matt the book with a heavy heart and continued on to the front door.


	"Where are you going, Tai?" Joe asked.


	"I have to go get something," Tai breathed gently.


	In all truths, Tai was about to burst.  None of them with want me now.








To be continued......


