[image: image1.emf]

Newington School Supporters

133 Nimble Hill Road

Newington NH 03801

nss03801@yahoo.com
www.geocities.com/nss03801
MAY MEETING NOTES

The May meeting was held on May 4, 2006.
PRESENT: Helen Rist, Gail Klanchesser, Sharon Brown, Sue Carroll, Kerry Hoyt, Sara Frizzell, Marile Downey, and Sandy Taylor
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:
The week of May 8, the students will take the Terra Nova tests.  This is a nationally normed assessment.  There will also be some basic skills testing.  The fall NECAP test data still has problems, but the results will be reported on May 28.  The school will be judged on the NECAP results to see if it is making Adequate Yearly Progress for No Child Left Behind.

Tuesday, May 9, 2006, at 12:15 PM, there will be a special presentation at school.  Parents are encouraged to help greet Wal-Mart as they present their latest grant to the school.

The School Board meets on May 9 at 6:30PM.  Junior School Board will be part of this meeting.  Another part will be the subject of why Newington Public School even exists.  There are families in town who think our students should be sent elsewhere for grades K through 6.  These residents have requested that there be a survey of town residents about the school.  At this month’s School Board meeting the survey possibility will be addressed, and a workshop will be scheduled for a later date on the subject of keeping or closing the school.  Parent attendance at the workshop will be EXTREMELY important.  Don’t panic, but please pay attention.
Discussion later in 2006 of the 2007-2008 school year budget may include the possibility of full day kindergarten.  Other schools around are moving to full day kindergarten, and it may be one way to attract families to NPS.  This fall, six kindergartners are expected.
UPCOMING EVENTS:  On May 12, teachers and a guidance counselor from Portsmouth Middle School will visit grades 5 and 6 to observe and talk with the students.  
The Principal of Portsmouth Middle School will come to NPS in May or June.  MRS. RIST WOULD LIKE TO KNOW…  Would parents and guardians (not just of fifth and sixth graders) rather come to a special meeting with him, or would they like him to come to the June 8 NSS meeting?  Please call and tell her.
May 18 is the Boston field trip for grades five and six.  Sounds like fun!  June 1 is Adventurelore.  That is why the NSS meeting isn’t until June 8.  Graduation is Wednesday, June 14.  Friday, June 16 is the last day of school (1/2 day).

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL:    The May topic will be Internet safety and the choking game.  Mrs. Rist will announce the time for May 23, 2006.  She is trying to decide whether morning or evening would be better attended.  The County Attorney may come, and it is an important topic for all parents and guardians.
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Sue just wrote out the check for the playground equipment, which has an unannounced installation date.  Savings balance is $3567.  Checking balance is $6216.

FUNDRAISING:
Please see April meeting notes for description of the Smokey Bones fundraiser.  Please save the date of Monday evening, June 5 for dinner at Smokey Bones with teachers as wait staff.  More reminders will come as the date nears.
Fall fundraisers that are planned are the road race, Boston Coffee Cake Company sale, an ornament of the Town Church, and the Election Day bake sale.  Sandy Taylor has exciting news about the road race sponsors.  The Saturn dealership has committed to a $2000 sponsorship.  The Meat House will supply food for racers and meals that spectators can buy.  Other sponsors are Custom Pools and Portsmouth Regional Hospital.  Sara Frizzell will contact Wal-Mart about wreaths, since the Wal-Mart wreaths last fall seemed less expensive and fresher than the ones we ordered.  Possible spring fundraisers are “Human-i-tees,” a plant sale, or sales of mugs, magnets, etc. printed with student art work.
PROGRAMS:  

The need for fundraising is determined by what programs and activities NSS will pay for during the school year.  There was quite a lot of discussion of what we would like to do with the students during the 2006-2007 school year.  There will be the back to school picnic in September and the yearly gift-making or craft workshop for December.  The theme of ecology lends itself to many possibilities for Artist in Residence.  
Other ideas for programs are:  student attendance/helping out at the town Senior Dinner and perhaps making favors for guests; fall after-school bulb planting; making stepping stones;  planting flowers around the flagpole; planting herb, flower, and vegetable seeds in late winter for a spring plant sale; even having volunteers build a temporary hot house at school.   

Mrs. Rist brought up that in the past, her budget included an additional $200 to $300 per school year for the school’s Student Activity Fund.  This covered financial aid to families who were unable to pay for field trips.  It is not included in her budget this year and she asked if NSS could help out.  Meeting attendees agreed that this would probably be considered part of the “General Program Fund” line in the NSS budget.  

END OF THIS SCHOOL YEAR:
Mrs. Rist is ordering juggling scarves and following up with the UNH student juggler.  
She would like to have a recognition celebration for volunteers and others who go the extra mile to help out the school.  She is working on planning this event for sometime before school ends.  

Graduation:  NSS will provide cake and punch, and probably balloons.  Volunteers will be needed.

Last day of school:  We’ll be looking for cake bakers for a cake walk.  Student council usually plans games and provides prizes.  Mrs. Garand, the PE teacher, plans to come.  NSS will provide ice cream sundaes.  Maybe there will be juggling or water games.
We need more yearbook photos!  Any photos you have of after-school activities would be especially helpful, but please send any you wish.  Please label your prints and drop them off at school, or email your digital photos to Gail at klanchesser@verizon.net.
NEXT NEWINGTON SCHOOL SUPPORTERS MEETING IS 
THURSDAY, JUNE 8, AT 8:30AM!

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

