So What Goes in a Lab Write Up??

Lab write ups should be in the format shown below.  The conclusion should be in essay format.
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Purpose 
Why did you do the experiment?  Usually in the form:  To determine ____________________.
Prediction:

What did you think was going to happen?
Experimental Design: 
Briefly summarize what you did.  Why did you do what you did?
Data & Evaluation:
Here is where you would put any observations and/or data that you took down.  Also, this is the place to interpret it.  What does it mean?  Why is it important?
Conclusion:
The conclusion is the discussion of what happened during a lab.  Without a conclusion, you would just have a set of disorganized results from a laboratory experiment.  The conclusion should be an organized, well written, section of writing.  Here are some things to remember to include in your conclusion.

1. Briefly summarize your purpose and what you did.  (This should be, at most, three sentences.) (2pts)
2. Restate your prediction. (2pts)
3. Was your prediction correct?

a. Why, or why not, was your prediction correct?

b. Did you make errors?  Which ones?  How would those affect your results?

c. If your prediction was correct, how do you know?  Explain.  Are there additional experiments you could perform to strengthen your prediction further?

d. If your prediction was incorrect, why?  How could you change your experiment to make sure?

4. Explain the relevance of your experiment.  Why are these results important?  How might they impact other things?  Did your results bring forward any other questions? (3pts)

8pts
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