NAMING MOLECULAR COMPOUNDS NOTES

Greek Prefixes

Indicate number of atoms of each element with Greek prefix before element name.
	# of atoms
	Greek Prefix

	1
	mono (usually omitted)

	2
	di

	3
	tri

	4
	tetra

	5
	penta

	6
	hexa

	7
	hepta

	8
	octa

	9
	nona

	10
	deca



Steps for Naming

For the first element:

Greek prefix + element name

For the second element:

Greek prefix + element name stem + “-ide”

** Note: Mono is generally omitted, except in common names like CO = carbon monoxide **

Examples


 
P2O5




  
       SF6

diphosphorus pentaoxide


sulfur hexafluoride
