Unit V: Laboratory Investigation 3  (25 pts TOTAL)
Methods of Erosion

Teaching goals

1. Laboratory procedure

a. Massing on weighing paper

b. Importance of constants

c. Designing and Implementing Lab Methods
2. Content understanding

a. Erosion can occur in different ways
b. How those ways differ
(2 pts) Purpose
To observe the differences between various mechanisms of erosion.
(5 pts) Experimental Design
Students are asked to develop their own experimental design.  They must choose three mechanisms of erosion (gravity, running water, glacial movement, wind, humans).  Students are given salt (as the substance to be eroded), balances (for massing and sample consistency), plates (as a medium for the eroding to occur on), weighing paper, various beakers, stopwatches, and meter sticks.  Students will choose what quantity they will measure in each process in order to create a baseline for comparison (the time it takes to move a specific distance, how far the salt moves after being acted upon for a specific time).  They are asked to take very careful notes pertaining to their procedure and to the events that take place in lab.
Data & Observation




Mass of salt in each trial:  
	Mechanism for Weathering
	Quantity Being Measured (Units)

	
	Trial #1
	Trial #2
	Trial #3

	Method #1
	
	
	

	Method #2
	
	
	

	Method #3
	
	
	


Observational Notes:

Conclusion

(full sentences and paragraph form)

· What does your data tell you? (1 pts)
· Is your data accurate? (1 pts)
· Were there mistakes you might have made?  What were they?  How did they impact your data? (3 pts)
· Was your prediction correct?  Why?  Why not? (2 pts)
· What might these results tell you about how different types of erosion move substances differently? (3 pts)
(3 pts)

















(5 pts)








