WOULD YOU LIKE FRIES WITH THAT?
EPISODE 1: first day
(Scene 1)

THE KITCHENS OF A FAST FOOD RESTURANT. CLEAN, SPOTLESS AND EMPTY, SO CLEAN THE STAINLESS STEEL SURFACES ARE GLEAMING. THE CAMERA FALLS ON A PERFECTLY WRAPPED BURGER ON THE SURFACE. A HAND REACHES IN AND PICKS IT UP. IT IS A SEMI-FAMOUS BRITISH TV STAR (PREFFERABLY A SOAP ACTOR). HE UNWRAPS THE BURGER AND TAKES A BIG BITE. AS HE SWALLOWS A BIG GRIN APPEARS ON HIS FACE.

TV STAR

Mmmmmmmmm! Delicious!

HE PLACES THE HALF EATEN BURGER BACK ON THE SURFACE AND FACES THE CAMERA WITH THE SAME BIG GRIN.

TV STAR

The tasty products at the Big Burger Emporium have been serving us up a satisfying, 

delicious and ‘fast’ meal for twenty years now. And the food is as good today as it was Andrew Fisher, the big man behind the Big Burger Emporium, opened his little stall in London back in 1973. 

(THOUGHTFUL PAUSE)

That’s what the Big Burger Emporium means to us today. A satisfying meal you can enjoy with family and friends. 

(HIS SMILE WIDENS)

And now you are joining the Big Burger Emporium experience as you begin the first day of your exciting employment with this company. I was here myself fifteen years ago, working in the kitchens part time through university. And whether it’s a career you’re looking for or just to fund yourself through your education like me, you can be assured…I assure you now…working for the Big Burger Emporium is a fulfilling, rewarding experience indeed.

CUT TO A LOOK ON FRIGHTNED LOOK ON ANDY’S FACE. WE ARE SUDDENLY AWARE THAT HE IS WATCHING A TRAINING VIDEO IN THE EMPTY STAFF ROOM. HE IS WEARING THE GARISH BIG BURGER EMPORIUM UNIFORM; BANANA YELLOW T-SHIRT, PURPLE TROUSERS AND CAP, AND A BIG GOLD BADGE WITH THE WORDS ‘I’M HERE TO HELP’.

THE TV STAR CONTINUES TO SPEAK ON THE TELEVISON SCREEN ABOUT JOB OPPORTUNITIES AND FASCINATING DETAILS ABOUT THE COMPANY.

TV STAR

(ON SCREEN)

Did you know in a consumer survey, Big Burger Emporium burgers were voted the cheesiest, meatiest double cheeseburgers in the UK for the last four years running? And do you know why?

HE PULLS APART THE BURGER HE HAS PARTLY EATEN, TO REVEAL THREE LAYERS OF CHEESE BETWEEN THE MEAT PATTIES. HIS SMILE IS STILL ABNORMALLY LARGE.

TV STAR

(ON SCREEN)

That’s right. At the Big Burger Emporium, they don’t cut costs. Remember the company slogan. ‘Big equals tasty and…

LEANNE

(OFF SCREEN, SPEAKING AT SAME TIME AS TV STAR)

…tasty equals profit.

ANDY TURNS AWAY FROM THE SCREEN AS LEANNE AND STACEY ENTER THE STAFF ROOM. LEANNE, A KITCHEN ASSISSTANT IS ALSO WEARING A WHITE APRON. THEY BOTH SIT DOWN OPPOSITE ANDY.

LEANNE

First day then?

ANDY

Yeah.

LEANNE

Cute
ANDY

(SOMEWHAT HESITANTLY)

Sorry?

LEANNE

You.

ANDY

Me?

LEANNE

Not my type though.

ANDY

I’m not.

LEANNE

Of course not. Where did you get that idea?

ANDY

I’m sorry…I…

LEANNE

You’re Stacey’s type though.

ANDY

(CONFUSED AND FRIGHTENED)

I am?

STACEY

(NEARLY CHOKING)

Sorry?
LEANNE

(TO STACEY)

Looks kind of nervous, doesn’t he?
STACEY

Leave him alone.
LEANNE

What? I’m just breaking down the barriers…Relationships can’t work if you don’t know each other. If I’m going to set you two lovebirds up… 

STACEY

Lovebirds? Would you mind if I spoke to him myself?

LEANNE

I don’t trust you.

STACEY

Excuse me. I thought it was my relationship…(PAUSE. TO ANDY) Not that I’m saying we’re going to have a relationship…

ANDY

Er…no…of course not.

LEANNE

See, you’ve gone and frightened him off.

STACEY

No. That’s all you’re doing.

LEANNE

My doing? He trusts me. (TO ANDY) You trust me, don’t you…sorry. What’s your name?

ANDY
Andy.

LEANNE

I’m Leanne. This is Stacey.
STACEY

Hello Andy.

ANDY

Er…Hi?

