Medical Resources at SWR and Online


GUIDELINES: Providing Health Information at the Reference Desk 

"Guidelines for Medical, Legal, and Business Responses at General Reference Desks" 

http://www.ala.org/rusa/stnd_general_ref_desk.html 

"The Librarian's Role in the Provision of Consumer Health Information and Patient Education" 

http://caphis.mlanet.org/resources/caphis_statement.html
"Code of Ethics for Health Sciences Librarianship" http://www.mlanet.org/about/ethics.html
PRINT RESOURCES

At Issue Series

Circulation; Reference; Juvenile

Call number varies

Each book in the series has articles discussing various aspects of an issue; some are on medical topics, such as anorexia and teen suicide.  Great for writing school research papers.  

Reading level: 9th graders to 12th graders. 

Current Controversies Series

Circulation; Reference; Juvenile

Call number varies

This series discusses the pros and cons of an issue; some are on medical topics, such as child abuse and assisted suicide.  Great for writing school research papers.  

Reading level: 10th graders to 12th graders. 

Current Medical Diagnosis & Treatment

Ready Reference

R 616.075 CU

This text is extremely useful to nursing and physician students.  The table of contents is excellently arranged—it may be quicker to locate information using it rather than the lengthy index.  There are no illustrations.

Reading level: 12th graders to adults; nursing and physician students.

Dorland’s Illustrated Medical Dictionary

Reference

R 610.3 DO

“Illustrated” is misleading.  Black and white drawings are sparse throughout the text, and there are only a few pages of color photo plates in the center of the book.  It’s targeted towards health care professionals, but I wouldn’t recommend it to anyone. 

Complete Guide to Symptoms, Illness & Surgery 3rd ed.

Ready Reference 61

R 616 GR

Each disease is summarized in one page (definition, body parts involved, sex or age most affected, signs & symptoms, causes, risk increases with, how to prevent, diagnostic measures, appropriate health care, possible complications, probable outcome, general measures on how to treat, medication, activity, diet, call your doctor if).  This is a good source for a quick run-down on a disease.  

Reading level: 9th graders to adults.

Magill’s Medical Guide

Reference

R 610.3 MA (multi-volume set)

Medical topics, including diseases and surgeries, are discussed in-depth.  There is not much medical jargon; however, the general vocabulary level is higher.

Reading level: AP or Honors 11th graders to adults.

The Medical Advisor: The Complete Guide to Alternative & Conventional Treatments

Reference & Circulation

R 610.3 ME

This book gives a good description of disease causes.  Conventional and alternative medicine options are given, but they are not in-depth.  Accompanied by color illustrations.  Written for the public.

Reading level: high schoolers to adults.

The Merck Manual of Medical Information: Home Edition

Ready Reference 61

R 616.024 ME

Diseases are described by symptoms and complications, diagnosis, and treatment.  Many other medical topics are covered.  This is a good book for high school students doing a report on how an organ works, such as the digestive process.

Reading level: high schoolers to adults.

Mosby’s Medical, Nursing, & Allied Health Dictionary

Ready Reference 61 & Circulation

R 610.3 MO

This dictionary is targeted towards health care professionals and uses medical jargon.  However, it’s a good source of “gory” medical photographs in color.

Reading level: 11th graders to adults.

Medical Encyclopedia: World Book Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical Center

Reference

R 610.3 WO

This is an abridged medical dictionary that is easy-to-read.  It contains mainly bi-color illustrations.

Reading level: 9th graders to adults.

Mosby’s Clinical Nursing 4th ed.

Circulation

610.73 MO

This text is targeted towards nurses and nursing students; however, the definitions and background information on the health topics could be understood by community college students and some 12th graders.

Reading level: 12th graders to adults.

Opposing Viewpoints Series (also known as: Opposing Viewpoint Series)

Circulation; Reference; Juvenile

Call number varies

This series discusses many sides of an issue; some are on medical topics, such as terminal illness and eating disorders.  Great for writing school research papers.  

Reading level: 5th graders to 12th graders. 

Teen Decisions

Circulation; Reference; Juvenile

Call number varies

This series discusses both sides of an issue; some are on medical topics, such as pregnancy, smoking, and alcohol.  Great for writing school research papers.  

Reading level: 9th graders to 12th graders. 

XX Sourcebook: Health Reference Series

Reference

R call number varies (multi-volume set, not shelved together)

This MANY volume set is composed of articles on a select health topic.  The articles are fairly easy to read and include charts, tables, and statistics.

Reading level: high schoolers to adults.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

If the patron is a medical student, recommend him to use the databases his college or university subscribes to. 

CINAHL

BCL Database

CINAHL indexes the nursing and allied health journals. Users should use the Advanced Search option.  This is a good database to use when looking up the psychosocial aspects of health and illness. ONLY abstracts are given.  The schoolhouse symbol at the end of some of the citations indicates that a BCL library subscribes to that journal, though not necessarily that issue.  Users may obtain some full-text articles from the cited journal’s homepage—they should do a phrase search on a search engine to locate the journal and/or publisher website.

Reading level: 12th graders to adults; nursing and medical students; and healthcare professionals.

Dynamic Medical

http://www.dynamicmedical.com
This is another invaluable resource to medical students and healthcare professionals.  Registration is free.  STRONGLY recommend users to use the on-site search 

engine rather than the alphabetical directory.  At the top of each entry, the item
last updated is given.  Nearly every sentence is referenced by the gold-standard
medical journals.  When possible, a link is given to the actual abstract.  Entries include ICD-9 codes (billing codes), organs involved, tests to order, medications, prevention, and much, much more.  There are no illustrations.  The end of each entry includes links to patient education handouts.  This resource is expected to shortly become fee-based subscription database.  

Reading level: nursing and medical students; healthcare professionals.

HealthSource Plus

BCL Database

No longer available in BCL.  Recommend this database over PubMed’s MEDLINE or FirstSearch’s MEDLINE.  Remind users to click on EBSCOhost Web rather than on the TOPICSearch.  After clicking on Health Source Plus, users can retrieve many full-text articles.  Advise users to use the Advanced Search feature.   The database indexes physical and mental health journals, texts, and pamphlets.  Some articles require an advanced reading level, but most do not.  

Reading level: high schoolers to adults.

Martindale’s Health Science Guide

http://www-sci.lib.uci.edu/HSG/HSGuide.html
The easiest way to find this site is by doing a phrase search on the title.  The site has MANY links to reputable teaching files, case studies, pictures, and more.  It is primarily of use to medical students and healthcare professionals.  Although there is no on-site search engine, topics are listed in a directory format.  The webpages are quite lengthy, so users may wish to use the Find shortcut by pressing the Ctrl key and the letter F key simultaneously and typing in a term, phrase, or number in the Find box.

Reading level: nursing and medical students; healthcare professionals.

MEDLINE (via FirstSearch)

BCL Database

No longer available in BCL.  Note: MEDLINE indexes medical journals; PubMed, FirstSearch, Ovid, Medscape, etc. are just different software platforms used to search this same database of information. Users should use the Advanced Search option.  Most articles are research-oriented and are written by healthcare professionals to other healthcare professionals. ONLY abstracts are given.  Although FirstSearch offers a full-text limiter, I’ve never retrieved full-text articles, even when searching under the most common terms.  The schoolhouse symbol at the end of some of the citations indicates that a BCL library subscribes to that journal, though not necessarily that issue.  Users may obtain some full-text articles from the cited journal’s homepage—they should do a phrase search on a search engine to locate the journal and/or publisher website.

Reading level: nursing and medical students; healthcare professionals; and the highly-educated public.

MEDLINEplus

http://www.medlineplus.gov
This website is a valuable reference resource to the public and nursing students.  Online health resources are arranged under “Health Topics,” “Drug Information,” 
“Dictionaries,” “Directories,” and “Other Resources.”  When looking up information about a health topic or disease, STRONGLY urge users to look for it under “Health
Topics” rather than by using the site’s search engine.  To use the 

online database tutorial, click on “About MEDLINEplus” and then on

 “MEDLINEplus Tour” (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tour/tour.html).

Reading level: high schoolers on up.

PsychFirst

BCL Database

No longer available at BCL.  This database indexes the mental health literature and is written by healthcare professionals to other healthcare professionals. ONLY abstracts are given. The schoolhouse symbol at the end of some of the citations indicates that a BCL library subscribes to that journal, though not necessarily that issue.  Users may obtain some full-text articles from the cited journal’s homepage—they should do a phrase search on a search engine to locate the journal and/or publisher website.

Reading level: nursing and medical students; healthcare professionals.

PubMed

http://www.pubmed.gov 

One of the quickest ways to locate this database is to do a search on a search engine.  This is a poorly-designed, UN-user-friendly database.  Steer users to FirstSearch’s MEDLINE or MEDLINEplus instead.  However, it is being slowly improved.  Most entries just contain the citation and abstract, but some include a link to the full-text article (which may be free or obtained for a fee).  You can limit the search to complementary medicine by clicking on “Limits” and then on “Subsets.”  Online PubMed tutorials can be found by doing a phrase search on a search engine.

Reading level: nursing and medical students; healthcare professionals; and the highly-educated public.

OTHER ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

If in a desperate pinch, you can do a search on: 

Internet Public Library 

http://www.ipl.org
Librarian’s Index to the Internet 

http://www.lii.org
NetFirst 

No longer available at BCL.  It is a BCL database; accessible from any FirstSearch database screen.

The Toronto Reference Library listed common health topics by Dewey Decimal call numbers, http://www.tpl.toronto.on.ca/uni_chi_dewey.jsp, which you might want to refer to if you wanted to just browse our bookshelves.  

Also try a search engine, such as Altavista, http://www.altavista.com/; choose image, audio, or video.
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