JOINT STATEMENT ON POVERTY REDUCTION STRATEGY II 

FROM NGO NETWORKS IN TANZANIA
Dar es Salaam, 26th May 2004

Introduction

1. During January through April 2004, several NGO networks carried out consultations on issues of relevance to Poverty Reduction Strategy, using guidelines prepared by themselves or those provided by VPO. Feedback and consultative workshops were conducted by many in different locations. Nearly all of these networks have prepared final statements/reports which have been submitted to VPO for consideration during the PRS Review process.

2. During February through April 2004, leaders of several of these networks met together informally to share information about the progress of their consultation processes and to inform one another on the main issues raised in each process. Areas of common concern in the different network position papers have been identified. These concerns have been shared with other NGO networks, so as to come to a common understanding, and are summarized below in the form of desired outcomes. The networks involved in this process who have endorsed this joint statement are listed at the end of this statement.
Participatory Democracy

3. Governance institutions and processes are organized in a participatory way from the village/neighbourhood level upwards (e.g. village assembly, village government, ‘street/neighbourhood’ meeting, local government including District Council, Parliament, Policy and Budget forumulation processes). People from all social groups have a voice in decision-making on resource and policy matters, and enabled to participate in the implementation and monitoring of policies and programmes at all levels.

4. Governance institutions and processes are open, transparent, and accountable to women and men in their constituencies at all levels, beginning at the local government level. Anti-corruption mechanisms have been strengthened and involve more fully representatives of civil society organizations; individuals distinguished by their actions as being democratic, gender sensitive and accountable; and ordinary citizens. These mechanisms are provided adequate resources and real power of implementation.

5. The right to right and relevant information at the right time and at all levels is promoted, institutionalized and protected. All citizens, peoples’ organizations and other civil society organizations, particularly at the community level, have full and meaningful access to information about public policies, programmes and finances, and are enabled to generate information that informs local and national decision-making processes.

Resources
6. Increased resources are allocated to programmes that will demonstrably reduce poverty in the lives of poor and marginalized people, emphasising multi-sectoral linkages and people-centred sustainable development. National resources, including public expenditure, land, minerals and water, are used more equitably and justly so as to benefit the poor and the marginalized, including people living with HIV and AIDS (PLWA), people with disabilities, women, infants, children and youth, in both rural and urban areas.

7. A greater share of resources at local and national level directly benefit communities and service delivery institutions, and is used in an equitable, transparent and accountable manner.  Community organizations and other groups in civil society have more voice in determining how resources (be they financial, human, natural resources) are allocated and used at all levels.

8. Increased access is provided for all to quality services in the social sector (eg. health, education, water and sanitation) and basic infrastructure (roads, communications, energy, finance, markets) with public support.

9. Increased access for all to sustainable (self)employment and livelihoods, including adequate incomes, food securityand the means to achieve them, with special attention to the poor, women, youth, PLWA, people with disabilities and in particular those living in rural areas.

Equity and Inclusion

10. All social groups participate effectively in and benefit from development, and especially those who have been marginalized such as the impoverished, women, infants and children, youth, people living with HIVand AIDS (PLHA) and people with disabilities.

11. In order to achieve equity and inclusion, policies, strategies and legislation are adopted at all levels of government that proactively address the needs and interests of the poorest and most marginalized through a collaborative process with concerned social groups. Progress is monitored; the relevant authorities in government, the private sector and civil society are held accountable; and strategies are improved on an ongoing basis.

12. A more progressive culture is strengthened that is more tolerant of individual and societal differences through the combined action of government and civil society actors, with special emphasis on the creative use of the media.

Special Concern

13. Policies, strategies and legislation are developed and/or strengthened and implemented in a proactive collaborative way at all levels of government in order to address  the needs and interests of the following groups to meet the above objectives:

(1) all those affected by HIV/AIDS, including PLWA, their carers and orphans;

(2) people with disabilities.

(3) infants and children; and

(4) youth.

Public Debate

14. In order to achieve the above outcomes, we see the need for enhanced public debate on macro economic policies and development strategies that involves all social groups.

The following networks have endorsed the above statement: ​​​

Feminist Activist Coalition (FemAct)

HakiKazi Catalyst

National Network of Organizations Working with Children (NNOC)

Shirikisho la Vyama vya Watu Wenye Ulemavu – Association of Organisations of People Living with Disability (SHIVYAWATA)

Tanzania ECD Network

Tanzania Coalition on Debt and Development (TCDD)

Tanzania Association of NGOs (TANGO)

Muungano wa Vikundi vya Wakulima Tanzania (MVIWATA)

NGO Policy Forum (NPF)
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