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After you have looked through enough newsgroups, you will be ready to post your own messages--either a response to something you have read or some totally new question or comment. The posting procedure differs a little from program to program, but the general outline is always the same. 

In order to post messages from a newsreader, you initially need to enter some sort of personal information, such as your name, company, and e-mail address. These elements are required in every posting. Of course, some people make up names and e-mail addresses (a good reason for doing so follows in a moment), but this is not sufficient to protect your company affiliation. (The header in your posting identifies which server it came from.) 

Generally it is good netiquette to provide a real name and e-mail address where you may be contacted. That way, if someone has an answer to a question you pose, it can be sent to you directly. Some companies that send out spam e-mail have started using software robots to mine newsgroups for e-mail addresses. They then send unsolicited ads. To prevent this, some people now provide return e-mail addresses in a form such as "johnsmithNOSPAMcom." 

At the bottom of their postings, via the signature that most newsreaders create automatically, they explain that anyone who has a legitimate reason to contact them can do so by replacing the NOSPAM in the e-mail address with the @ symbol. 

Once you have configured your newsreader, you may want to make sure you can post a message. In most newsgroups, it is considered bad form to post a message that is merely a test. However, a number of test newsgroups exist (they have the word "test" in their name). You can use any of these to verify that you can post successfully. Be advised that some test newsgroups (such as alt.test) automatically send you e-mail when your posting appears. This is a convenience, but it means that posting to such a group will generate e-mail from around the world as your message gets forwarded from news server to news server. 

Your first "real" posting can be a follow-up to a previous one, or a brand-new query or comment. If your posting concerns a message that has already appeared, it is preferable to make sure it's included as part of the relevant thread. 

Your message, also called an article, contains headers followed by the text of the article. Each article is directed to one or more newsgroups by a Newsgroups line in the header. You can send your message to more than one newsgroup at once, but this is sometimes considered a breach of netiquette. 

A follow-up article has the same Subject line as the article which inspired it. (The notation "Re:" is added.) This makes it easier for other users browsing the newsgroup to follow the discussion. Typically, a follow-up article selectively quotes the earlier article--most newsreaders do this for you automatically--to make the discussion easier to follow. 

If you ever send a posting that you regret later, you may be able to cancel it. Some newsreader software lets you attempt to cancel a message, but news servers are not obliged to act on this request. On many servers, postings routinely disappear after about a week. However, postings are not removed from the Usenet archives, and may well linger in other archives too. 

If you don't want your post to be saved for posterity, use the x-no-archive command. Simply put the following header in any post: x-no-archive: yes 

To do this, you can use a command built into some newsreader programs, designed to let you enter x-headers directly. If your newsreader doesn't allow this, just type the command above as the first one in the body of your newsgroup posting. 
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ADVICE TO THOSE NEW TO NEWSGROUPS

Archive-name: news.groups/faq
Posting-Frequency: semi-monthly
Last-modified: 7 Oct 2002
URL: http://www.dmcom.net/bard/ngfaq.txt

   Welcome to news.groups, you are reading one of the many Usenet
groups that discusses group creation. Some News Service Providers
(NSPs) appear to have indicated that this group is one that deals with
news, current or past, but if so they err in that information. This
group is designed for discussion of the creation, renaming,
reorganization, splits and deletion of Big-8 groups (those groups
that start with comp, humanities, misc, news, rec, sci, soc and talk).
This group can become a boiler room very quickly when posts travel off
topic or if a Request For Discussion (RFD) heats up.

1) I have a question or want to discuss *, where is the proper place to
discuss this?

   The first place to start is loading your news server list of
available groups (depending on your News Service Providers (NSP) the
list of groups will range up to 90,000) and select the groups whose
names appear to cover topics that interest you.  Yes, I know current
events, discussions and posts might interest you and you wish to enter
into discussion immediately.  It is usually advised that you read any
group for a month and its Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) (if it has one)
before posting (sending a message) to the group to learn what the group
discusses and how it discusses it. Another way to learn what a group
topic is would be to read its charter (if it has one) which most likely
can be found at ftp://ftp.isc.org/usenet/news.announce.newgroups/ for
Big-8 groups and ftp://ftp.isc.org/usenet/control/alt/ for alt.*
groups.
   Control messages for some other groups can be found at
ftp://ftp.isc.org/usenet/control/ . Additional resources include an FAQ
archive that is found at http://www.faqs.org/ and
http://groups.google.com/ which is also one of the largest (if not the
largest) archive of Usenet posts. Though not every FAQ is there, the
many FAQs available there should aid you in finding a group that
interests you.  If the group appears to be empty it may be one of the
many abandoned groups on Usenet.

2) Why is the name of the group news.groups, it sounds to me like any
news would be on topic here?

   There has in the past and still occurs now some confusion about the
name that news.groups holds.   The answer, in part, is very simple, the
name news.groups seemed to be a good name at the time back in 1987
(during the Great Renaming in which net.news.group was renamed to
news.groups and all existing groups of the time net.* mod.* and fa.*
were renamed). Some hierarchies have taken a newer approach using names
like *.config (e.g. alt.config), but due to the age of this group a
rename was/is not considered a good idea by all. In the Big-8 news.* is
the hierarchy that discusses various elements of Usenet (e.g. abuse,
administration, policy, technical etc.),  *.groups (also now  *.config)
often indicates that it is the group to talk about managing groups in
that hierarchy.

3) How do I create/start a new group, in the Big-8?

   The simple answer is you can not start a newsgroup here. You can
only propose a group.  If your topic is of wide interest that exists
already within Usenet, you may succeed in having a group formed.  It
should be noted that a moderated group is in fact in effect owned by
the moderator, but even that can be subject to change. One important
advice that is offered for this group.  Before submitting a proposal,
it is advised that you read this group at least 3 months, if you
believe that is too long a time it is advised that you read this group
for 6 months. Yes the time order is correct. Many proposals fail due to
the fact that proponents do not understand the concepts and unwritten
guidelines that work to create/start a viable new group.  In more
recent years many have advised 6 months and 12 months as an alternative
to the 3 and 6 month advice.

4) How is a Big-8 group formed?

   The creation of a new group in the Big-8 requires the filing of a
Request for Discussion (RFD), followed by a Call For Votes (CFV) which
its Results determines whether or not a control message is sent.
http://www.eyrie.org/~eagle/faqs/big-eight.html explains the guidelines
for Big 8 Usenet newsgroup creation in greater detail.  Usenet is a
community in which no one person controls another. News admins reply
first to their customers and second to their peers and their peers'
customers. 
   A very important step for any proponent of a new group to take is to
make sure that an existing group does not already fully address the
topic you wish to discuss.  Sometimes existing groups have such high 
traffic that a split is justified. The key factor is the desire to
discuss the topic by many people that will post to Usenet.  The topic
itself might appear strange to you, but, if many want to discuss it,
the chances are very good such a group will succeed.
   One thing you might start with before proposing any newsgroup is to
start and use a web based message board and/or e-mailing lists.  Either
of these can help determine to some extent the degree of world interest
in your topic.

-- 

news:alt.pagan          FAQ  at http://www.dmcom.net/bard/altpag.txt
news:alt.religion.wicca FAQ  at http://www.dmcom.net/bard/arwfaq2.txt
news:news.groups        FAQ  at http://www.dmcom.net/bard/ngfaq.txt
Want a new group FAQs http://web.presby.edu/~nnqadmin/nnq/ncreate.html
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