
Our story begins with a kid named Keith Patrick Niran, a pro- gamer who likes to compete in various stuff even academic and athletic stuff.  This guy always find himself winning to anything he put his minds into.  However he will soon find not all things or victory he can achieve, specially love.  It started in a hot summer afternoon when Keith decided to go to the local arcades to play some games.  Keith has played against many players there and wins against most of them. When he saw a girl playing at the arcades and thinks about it carefully, the girl is as the same age as he is.  Keith approached the girl and checked how she is doing. She saw the girl doing well and beating most of the guys that are rarely get beaten. He is amazed to see a girl doing well and thinking about the fact that she is in the same local arcade shop that he is in.  So he began to investigate who the girl is.  He asked some of the players what her name is.  Some players responded and said that they don’t know the girl. Some say she is just new.  But later a guy talked to Keith saying that “The girl just moved from here.  Her name is Joana Mitura, a silent shy type girl who lives around the shop”. The guy also said that “The girl is a real heartbreaker coz anyone who fallen in love with her had the same cold rejection coming from that girl”.  The guy also said “If you want to know more about that girl, you better forget it.  It won’t do you any good.  That girl rarely smiles you know.  No one knows why she is so sad but I do see her smiles whenever her little brother and cousin came to see her.  That is all I know for now”.  Keith thanked the guy for the information and became much more skeptical about that girl.  So he did his own observation and decided to investigate about her because he too felt the same sadness once and wants to help her.  One time when Joana is playing all alone in the corner, Keith decided to introduce himself to the Joana to be friendly with her. But Joana just kept on playing as if she did not notice Keith being there.  Keith tried again but the same result.  Much to Keith dismay, Keith decided to quit and played some games to make him feel better.  While playing he hears the guys behind him talking about the cute girl who doesn’t talk to anyone in the shop.  They are saying that even the best comedians in the arcade shop can’t make her laugh.  So they decided to bet on each other on who can make her laugh.  Just when the guys decided to make it official, Keith decided to join seeing that he is confident enough to do it.  So the next day, the girl is being bothered by many guys around her.  One by one, none of them made her like her or even replied by that girl.  When Keith saw how many guys have failed, Keith decided not to do it anymore. Before that Keith decided to eat outside first before he loses all of his money.  While eating at some burger shop, he heard couple of old women talking about something.  At first he can’t make up what they are talking about.  But after a while Keith heard something about the silent girl that caught his attention.  They were talking about the new movers and about that girl who just moved with them.  That girl was silent because of an incident that happened 9 years ago.  She was mentally shocked to what happened to her at a young age.  Keith stayed a little to know if the two women are talking about Joana.  One of the two women said “That the girl was raped by a guy twice her age!  She hasn’t recovered ever since that day”.  One of the women said “that is horrible! How about her parents? Why isn’t she having some counseling to make her recover the mental injury”?  One of the women said “They probably hiding the facts so they never bothered to even visit a psychologist.  You know they want their names cleaned of the issues”?  One of the women replied “that is horrible! Poor kid she never got a chance to recover”.  One of the women said “it is a good thing it never happened to one of our children.  Anyway how can I trust this source of yours?  What if it is just one of those rumors I heard about”.  One of the women replied “are you kidding these words came to one who saw it and he is one of the friends of that guy who raped saying he has nothing to do with it but I can tell he is indeed one of those who did it”.  One of the women said “how horrible indeed”.  After Keith heard the rumors, he was skeptical about it and thinks that what he heard was a bag of lies.  But after a while he thought it over and said “what if it is true?  Then she is enduring that mental injury all her life?  That is awful”.  After careful thinking, Keith decided to go in the arcade shop to reactivate the bet and extend it.  So Keith rushed inside the shop and told his friend Chris that the bet is still on and it would require 1 month to finish.  At first
Chris was skeptical to the long time limit.  But after a while Chris said that if Keith wants to extend the time he must also expand the wages.  Chris said the amount now is P 10,000.00 for the bet.  Naturally Keith refused to the outrageous price.  But when Gerald, one of his friends yelled that Keith is a coward and said many bad things about him, Keith decided to call it on.  So it is decided that Keith may tame the stubborn girl Joana for 1 month only.  Some guys are also backing Keith because he believed on it.  But all Keith was thinking right now is not the money but what he heard about the girl.  Hoping that it is not true and if it is true he wants to help her in any way possible.  

The next day, Keith decided to go to the house of that girl to get to know more about her.  As usual he does his tactics by observing first then act.  He decided to be friendly to people around the girl.  But when he saw Joana’s cousin who answered the door, he was advised to leave Joana alone.  So the first impression and idea Keith thought of failed so he decided to go back home and think of a new strategy.  When he is in his room, he tried different ideas on his mind and spent hours thinking of a winning strategy.  But at the end of the day, he never get to think of any strategy at all.  The next day, Keith decided to observe Joana at the Arcade shop hoping he may find some ideas.  Keith saw Joana playing with his cousin at the arcade shop.  He remembered that her cousin is the same guy who advised him to leave.  So he waited and observed a little hoping her cousin leaves.  Then suddenly a guy just came near Joana and wants to introduce himself.  The guy said “I’ve seen you for a long time now, and still I haven’t seen you smile that much.  May I know your name?  I am Mark Anthony James Virad”.    As usual the girl did not reply and just continued on playing as if she did not notice the guy at all.  Instead of the guy quitting to talk to her, he just observed Joana while smiling until she finishes the game.  Her cousin saw the guy and had a different reaction this time.  Joana’s cousin said, “Her name is Joana and my name is Theodore nice to meet you”.  Joana said furiously “Theodore why did you tell him that! You know I don’t give my name to anyone especially to a total stranger”! Theodore replied “its ok sis he is cool and not only that he is rich too.  Maybe he is the one that will pick us up from poverty you know.  You rarely see someone like him sis so what do you say”. Joana just left the arcade shop assuming she is upset of what her cousin said.  So she left the arcade shop and did not bother to continue playing the game.  Mark asks if Joana is alright leaving so soon like that.  But Theodore said that it is ok and she is usually like that and invites Mark to talk about her over at the cafeteria.  Much to what Keith saw that Theodore favors Mark better so he left the shop thinking of new ideas.  While leaving the shop, he saw a kid crying and some guys bullying the kid.  The kid was a very thin child and speaks in an odd manner because his tongue can’t reach his teeth.  He is always picked up by various people because of the kid’s status.  So Keith approached the kid to help him.  But a guy just said that they aren’t through with him yet.  Keith stood up to the kid and said “Why don’t you guys leave the kid alone, he is already having a hard time with his status”.  One of the guys, a highly tattooed guy said “What about it?  What are you going to do about it then”?  Keith said “You guys may be living at the north side of our barangay but I live at the south side of our barangay and I am known there to bring down the biggest guys there in boxing.  You want to try it out with me then”?   The tattooed guy said “I know you.  Yes I really know you.  You’re that comedian who fought against Niño the X-convict and lost miserably.   Hahahahaha this is great!  Ok then since you make me laugh this much I’ll spare the loser since another loser is protecting him anyway”.  While the tattooed guy is speaking rude to Keith, Keith just endured what he said and did not bother to fight back.  He holds his fists back while thinking about the past that he too was once like that.  Sadists who prey on the weak some say.  After that, the guys who are bullying the kid left laughing and talking bad things about Keith.  Keith then decided to check on the kid to see if he is alright but when he turned around, Joana is with the kid wiping the wounds of the kid.  As it turned out that kid was Joana’s little brother.  Joana asked his little brother what happened and who did this to him.   Her little brother said that its ok but in his eyes speaks that the kid is scared of even pointing who did it.  But the kid said that someone helped him and pointed Keith.  At first a few seconds Keith saw Joana smiled for the very first time at a glance while she was looking for the one who helped her little brother.  But after that when Joana saw Keith, the smile turned into sadness as if dismayed to when she saw Keith.  Joana added this and said to Keith “If you think that I might be impressed to what you did you are mistaken.  I won’t trust anyone like you.  I won’t fall for that trick again”.  Joana left while dragging the arms of his little brother away from Keith.  
