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Final Stay of Execution for Uist Hedgehogs?

- Mammal conservation groups form alliance to submit official relocation proposal -

A newly formed conservation steering group called the Uist Hedgehog Rescue Group has today given
the troubled hedgehogs on North Uist a lifeline. The Rescue Group has submitted a wide-ranging

proposal to Scottish Natural Heritage in an eleventh hour attempt to avert a proposed mass cull.

The steering group is co-ordinated by the Mammals Trust UK (www.mtuk.org) who are acting as
contact point with SNH throughout. They, jointly with four other bodies, have offered to remove all
hedgehogs captured on the north island this year and relocate them to the mainland as part of a
rigorous scientific study. Assuming the proposals are accepted, a trial project to relocate all North Uist

hedgehogs (possibly as many as 250-300) is due to begin by mid April.

The project will aim to establish how successful a mass relocation would be, since elsewhere on the
Uists there are 5000 hedgehogs likely to be culled in future years if reasonable alternative solutions
are not found. We need to establish whether there are animal welfare problems associated with

translocation.

Each animal will be individually marked and its progress and welfare carefully monitored throughout
the trial, which is due to last until autumn. A proportion of the animals would be radio collared for a

detailed study of their future survival. This part of the programme would be funded by MTUK.
Commenting on the proposal, Dr Keeble, Chief Executive of the Mammals Trust UK, said:

"We have come up with a serious and realistic alternative to the proposed mass cull. All we need is
the go-ahead from Scottish National Heritage. But there is no time to lose. A decision must be taken
by the end of the month if the special equipment required for our plan is to be ready in time for when

the hedgehogs emerge from hibernation."

SNH has agreed to consider the group's proposals and comment within one week.



