E-mail sent to Sally Ann Hamilton of the GLC

Dear Mrs Hamilton,

Please discontinue the barbaric practice of culling the Trafalgar Square pigeons with a hawk immediately!

If this practice continues, Animal Rights activists will start holding noisy, visual demonstrations all over Central London.

These birds have always been a feature of the square and are as famous to overseas tourists as the red Routemaster bus, the black Hackney cab & the Tower of London, etc, etc.

Please reconsider your actions.  Your appointment as an Animal Protection Officer for the GLC should be just that.  Please do not discriminate between pigeons and any other wildlife which may ‘invade’ London’s streets.

If you wish to adopt a humane method of control for the Trafalgar Square pigeon population, please contact PICAS (Pigeon Control Advisory Service)  Contact: Guy Merchant.  Their web address is www.picas.org
Hoping for a compassionate outcome to this ‘problem’.

Yours sincerely,

Patrick Burnside -  on behalf of East Anglia Animal Rights Coalition (Norwich, Great Yarmouth, Ipswich, King’s Lynn & Cambridge local groups).

Web site:  www.geocities.com/norwichsafe
E-mail:  norwichsafe@yahoo.co.uk
Reply received 

Dear Mr Burnside 

Thank you for your email about the use of a hawk in Trafalgar Square.  I have been asked to reply. 

The hawk is being used as a deterrent to reduce pigeon numbers on Trafalgar Square.  Unmanageable numbers of pigeons have been attracted there by a small group of individuals who have been dumping entire sacks of feed on the Square on an almost daily basis. This results in between 3 - 4,000 birds being on the square at lunchtime, when the feed is dumped. Because of the numbers involved, the pigeons pile on top of each other, which risks disease transmission between pigeons and the birds injuring each other. The droppings produced by the pigeons are corrosive and have caused £140,000 worth of damage to the fabric of the Square, including to Nelson's Column.
The decision to use the hawk was taken by the Mayor after examining a range of options.  Hawks are used to control pigeon numbers in many buildings and public spaces that have a pigeon problem - e.g. the Treasury, Portcullis House, at London Underground train depots.  They provide a natural means of dealing with the problem and the RSPCA say that 'using a hawk as a deterrent is not cruel to the pigeons… feeding the pigeons is the root of the problem and must be addressed.' The hawk is being used together with measures to try to reduce the feed supply.  There will always be pigeons in central London but the numbers being deliberately attracted to Trafalgar Square at the moment are unpleasant and unsustainable.
Yours sincerely, 

Andrew Eyre 
Project Officer 
Greater London Authority 

