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SAMANA, Dominican Republic

History

The mest prominent geagraphic feature of the Dominican Marth Coast Is the Semana Peninsule.
Christopher Columbus arrived hare in 1493, but wos so fiercely ottocked by the Ciguaye Indians
that he left, He gave the bay the nome Gollo de los Flechar which means the gulf of arrows, a
fitting nome for his experience there. A culteral oddity in a country wivally ossocicted with
Columbus and Spanish domination, Samana was founded by English-speaking L5, slaves in the
1820's. This come about through the efforts of U.5. abolitionists and o Haoitian general whe
warked to relocate thousands of slaves who hod escaped Southern plantations via the
Underground Rallroad, Descendants of the original settlers - colled Americanas - still live in the
areq, and some of them speak English as their first langeage. They continue fo have a noticeable
impact on the area’s foad, churches and architecture. Much of Samona was destrayed in 1944
by a fire. As a result, there i1 litle evidence of its post history. Instead you will find modern
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churches, restaurants and hotels.

Highlights

Somana has long aftracted certain regular
visitors - aond not enly the humaon kind. For
many generations humpback whales from the
Merth Atlantic have migrated every winter 1o
the warm and pratected waters of the Bay of
Samana. It is o destination for nafure lavers
and adventurers, Green mountains, lang
beaches, solltude, lively little towns in
betweaen, ond turquolse waters owalt visitors,
Samano and the surrounding area In the
Dominican Republic is papulor with eco-tourist
(whole-wotchers, advanced scuba divers, rock
climbers and horseback riders) and s home fo
various environmental comervalion groups.
They work with lecals and the tourism industry
to preserve and protect the natural beouty
and bounty that makes Samana such a lavely
destination.

People

The Dominican Republic [which is slightly
larger than twice the size of Mew Hompshire)
hat a population of almost ¢ million. As with
the rest of the Dominican Republic, you wlll
natice that the Somana locals make up o
rainbow range of complexions, this may be
more apparent here thon any other region,
This variety stems from the mixed bockground
af the region. The freed American slave
settlers and the Eurpoeaon immigrants
combined with the people already living In the
rast of the Dominican Republic mokes for o
varied cultural and soclal makeup. You'll find
that many people speak English, Traditional
Dominican dishes include soncocho (o stew
mada with meat ond native root vegetobles)
ond chicearones de palle (Dominlcan-style fried
chicken).
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To see the most while ashore ;wulw‘rl recormmend laking one of the ship's erganized tours,

ACTIVITIES

Scuba diving in Somana features the best adventure on the nerth
coast of the Dominican Republic. This recky coastline with high
cliffs leods te an exciting underwater world of sheer drop-offs
and pinnocles that rise fram 145 feet 1o within 15 feat of tha
weiage, Underwatar visibllity in this reglon con ronge frem 100
to 150 feer.

Self Drive 4X4 Adventure excursion will visit o ryplcal Dominican
farm featuring native fruits, coconut, coffee and chocolate, From
the farm you will travel to Playa El Valle, a virgin ond untomed,
white-sand beach. You will have some time 1o wode, explore the
rocks that farm wmall coves and 1o play in the fresh coal water,
Leaving the beach behind, you will re-board your safari vehicle
for the brief trip 1o Lo Coscada El Valle, o beautiful caicade-
type water fall. You will have sametime 1o take a dip in the
natural poal.

Whale-walching excursions typically run from Jonuary 15 -

Beaches/Beach Day Packoge:
Cayo Levantado Key s ;
located at the entrance of
fhe Somand Bay. It is
reached by boat from the
village of Samanao harbor.
It offers mellow turguolse
water and powdery white
sand beaches that are
eomsiderad one of the mosi
beoutiful in the Coribbean,

Im this exceptionally

beautiful place, water sports abound, Go SCUBA diving or snorkeling,
ride the big, yellow "water banana", swim In the crystal-clear woters, ploy
on the beach, enjoy the omazing views of the picturesque island or just
relox to o wn kised breeze, Donce to the seductive frenzy thot mixes the
color and sound of our music, Merengue, which you find in every corner,

March 15 for the best viewing of the migrating humpback
whales, Mot tours are lengthy and unsuitable for a day trip, bur
there are sharter excursions better suited for a brief visit,

Take it slow, and enjoy untomed white sand beoches or sxplore the. Cayo
Levantado offers a diversity of attroctiens that will make your trip an
unforgetiable experience,

Horseback riding, historical walks and cave explorafion are also

popular and are offered in MCL's guided tours. These activities

allow for an unipoiled perspective of the beautiful natural : . ; 4
surroundings and are the best way fo see Samanao up close,

ATTRACTIONS

El Limon Waoterfall Featured on the Harseback Riding Tour, The waterfall is about 300 meters above sea level and has a 40 meter drop thay
ends in o very deep but swimable pool of crystal clear waters,

Samana City, at the tender pler, claims on unusual histery ond, as o result, an unusual character, It was settled by fwo shiploads of freed
American slaves areund 1824 and, ta this day, many residents speak English as a first language. The US cultural influence is alse apparent in
many of the last names of the setilers of fhis orea. Urbon renewal is improving the overall lock of Samana city and the locals are soger to
share their city with rourists year-round.

GETTING AROUND

You can get around on foot in Samana City, by meto-conche (matercycle toxl) or by limited taxis. The town is small & easy 1o navigate on foot.

CURRENCY

The official currency of the Domincon Republic is the Dominican pese. However, the U.S. dellar s widely occepted ond preferred in most
instances all over the country. Important fo nofe, Somana is one of few tourist areas in the Dominicon Republic whare credit cards are nat o
readily accepled as the other ports of the country. It Is best to bring cosh ar travelers checks,

PORT AGENT

Agency: Fredric Schod, Inc.

E-MAIL:

TEL: (B09) 221-8000, FAX: (B09) 4B8-74694

ADDRESS: Jose Gobriel Garcio #2646 Corner Arz Mering P.O. Box 941 Sante Domingo, Dominican Rep
Contact: Mr, Frederic Schad, President

PLEASE NOTE:
The above Intormatlon [s correst al the time af gaing ta print, Howaver, Marweglan Cruise Line eannat be held responsible for any changes In price, opening
times eic. of lecol anablishments. Furthermare, Morweglon Cruise Ling comat accept respomibilty for the avollobility o toriffs of lecol faal drivern
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