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12805 Birmingham Highway

Alpharetta, GA 30004

(770) 667-2870

Dear Parents and Students,




August 2008

Welcome to the Northwestern Middle School Band Program!  As directors we are anticipating an exciting year full of musically educating and personally enriching experiences.  The purpose of the band program is to give students a solid foundation in the basics of music and to provide the opportunity to enhance this knowledge through performance. Northwestern has a history of excellence in its Fine Arts Programs and we are looking forward to continuing this successful tradition.  


Success will be the product of dedicated teamwork – band member, director, school administration, and parents cooperating for the advancement of the total band program.


In the following pages, you will find information concerning the following areas:

I) Class Requirements

II) Student Responsibilities

III) Grading Policies

IV) Private Lessons

V) Contract agreement/ Information sheet

Please take time to go through this information together.  Keep the handbook for future references.  The final page needs to be signed by parent and student and returned by Friday, August 15, 2008.  This page is a contract and all parties must understand and uphold the contract in order for us to have a successful band program.


If you have any questions concerning any of the contents of this handbook, please feel free to call us (770) 667-2870 or email at naughtonc@fultonschools.org; grantc2@fultonschools.org .   Thank you for going through this information.  We look forward to a GREAT year!  








Sincerely,








Christy Naughton








Carissa Grant









Band Directors

*Visit the band’s website:  www.geocities.com/northwesternband
I. Class Requirements/Materials needed:[image: image2.wmf]
You should find any of the following books and materials at any of our local music stores.

  6th Grade Students:  They need to purchase Essential Elements 2000 Book 1. Students will need a metal music stand and tuner/metronome for at-home practice.
7th Grade Students:  They need to bring their Essential Elements 2000 Book 2. Students should purchase Foundations For Superior Performance by Richard Williams and Jeff King.   We recommend students purchase a metal music stand and tuner/metronome, if they have not already done so.
8th Grade Students:  They need to have Foundations For Superior Performance by Richard Williams and Jeff King.   We recommend students purchase a metal music stand and tuner/metronome if they have not already done so.

Concert Attire:  Boys – Tuxedo shirts, black slacks, black socks, and formal black shoes.

Girls – Tuxedo shirts, black slacks, or black skirt (no mini-skirts), black socks, or hose, and black shoes.


This attire must be worn at all concerts unless told differently.


** (If your child does not currently have a tuxedo shirt, we will take orders at the beginning of the year.)
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II. Student Responsibilities
It is a privilege to be a part of a band program.  Due to the large numbers, there are certain guidelines that we must follow in order to have successful rehearsals that produce an outstanding band.

We expect the following from our students daily:

1) RESPECT YOUR DIRECTORS AND YOUR FELLOW CLASSMATES.

2) BE PREPARED AND HAVE ALL MATERIALS FOR CLASS EVERYDAY:  INSTRUMENT, MUSIC FOLDER, AND PENCIL.

3) RAISE HAND AND BE RECOGNIZED BEFORE SPEAKING AND LEAVING YOUR SEAT.

4) GUM, CANDY, FOOD AND DRINKS ARE NOT ALLOWED.

5) PLAYING BEFORE CLASS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.

6) HANDLING OR PLAYING OTHER STUDENTS’ INSTRUMENTS IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

7) HAVE PERMISSION TO ENTER BAND OFFICE.

8) FOLLOW ALL DIRECTIONS.
**Severe infractions of any rule will result in an immediate office referral.   
III. Grading Policy[image: image4.wmf]
There will be four categories in which students will be graded:

1) Daily Participation – (50% of final average), students can gain a maximum of 10 points per day for having the following items in class

each day:


5 points– instrument (includes reeds in working condition) 

3 points-folder (with all sheet music and book(s)

2 points – pencil 

2) Musical Progress – (30% of final average), this includes: playing test

    grades in class, written tests, etc.

3) Smartmusic Program – (20% of final average), this is the computer program, that will keep track of homework assignments.
*** Practice is an essential part of a successful band program.

Provisions for improving grades are provided through recovery and must be completed ten days prior to the end of the semester.  These opportunities are designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade of 73 or below when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.
IV. Performances:[image: image5.wmf]

Public performance is an important aspect of the student’s learning experience when participating in instrumental ensembles.  Members of various band organizations who do not attend and participate in the organization’s performances are not receiving the full benefits of the total organization.  In addition, the organization itself cannot perform at its highest level of quality when even one member is absent.


All students are expected to be present at all rehearsals and performances.  Serious situations such as illness, a death in the family or some other sudden emergency; however, may make it impossible for a student to attend a particular rehearsal or performance.


Absences are classified into two categories:  excused and unexcused.  Excused absences are those regarded as necessary and unavoidable.  Unexcused absences are those for which no prior notification was given and which could have been avoided with some advanced planning.


If a student must miss a rehearsal or performance, parents must notify the director of absence prior to the rehearsal or performance.  Parents may send a note or call the directors at school (770) 667-2870.  Make-up work will be given to those students with excused and unexcused absences from missing a concert.  Students that miss a performance must meet with us and set up a day and time so they can play through all of their concert music.  

V. Private Lessons[image: image6.wmf]
One of the best ways a student can advance their musical learning is to study privately.  Lessons offer the opportunity for learning in a one-on-one situation.  When possible, students are highly encouraged to do this.  Private teachers can be found at most of the local music stores.  Let us know if you need help in finding a private instructor.                     
Music and Arts Store:  7331 North Point Parkway (770)993-4428        
 Ken Stanton Music Store:  627 Holcomb Bridge Rd. (770)993-8334

NOTE:  The above syllabus is subject to change in order to accommodate the needs of the class.  Classes will be notified when a change is made.

Please complete the information sheet and contract agreement, attached to this handbook.  Thank you for your time and we look forward to a great year!
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2008-2009
Student’s Name (first and last)_______________________________________________

Home Phone #________________________________

Home Address (include city and zip code)___________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Name and email address:_________________________________________________________________

Father’s Name and email address:____________________________________________

Mother’s Work or cell Phone #______________________________________________

Father’s Work or cell Phone #_______________________________________________

With whom do you live? __________________________

Instrument ______________________Brand_________________________

Serial #__________________________(usually a 6 digit # engraved in body of instrument)
Please check the following that apply to you- (parents):

___I would like to help chaperone after-school events (i.e., Performance Evaluation Concert).  (of course this concert could take place during school)

___I would like to help with the Rock-A-Thon in the fall.  (Our ONLY fundraiser for the year)  We will need your help.
___I would like to help set up equipment for concerts (5:00 P.M. on concert days).

___I would like to help organize the cummerbund bowtie sets.

V.  Handbook Contract

My signature indicates that I have read and understand the contents of the band handbook.  I am aware of the class requirements, student responsibilities, and grading policies of the Northwestern Middle School Band Program.  I understand that I must uphold the contents of this handbook in order for this program to be successful and outstanding.

(This information and contract needs to be signed and returned by Friday, August 15, 2008).

_________________________________    _____________________________________

Parent’s signature

                     Student’s signature
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Northwestern Middle School Band Dates

(2008-2009)
Sept. 4 – Deadline to sign up for Solo/Ensemble Festival and All-State audition

Sept. 13 – Fulton County High School Marching Band Exhibition
Sept. 19 – 8th Grade Night with Milton Marching Band at home football game
Sept. 27 – White Columns Marching Band Contest at Milton High School

Oct. 3 – ROCK-A-THON, our only fundraiser for the year. (4:00-8:30 PM)  We need YOU!  (
Oct. 8 – Milton HS Band fall concerts, MHS, 7:30 PM
Oct. 16 – 7th and 8th Grade Band Concert, gym, 7:00 PM

Nov. 8 – Solo/Ensemble Performance Evaluation, Crabapple Middle School
Nov. 11 – 6th Grade Band Concert (along with 6th Grade Chorus), gym, 7:00 PM
Nov. 18 – Milton’s Wind Ensemble Concert, MHS, 7:30 PM
Dec. 6 – All-State Band auditions (1st cut), Webb Bridge MS, time TBA

Dec. 8 – 7th and 8th Grade Band, with Chorus and Orchestra, Winter Concert, NMS gym, 7:00 PM

Dec. 11 – Milton HS Band Concert, MHS, 7:30 PM
Jan. 10 – All-State Auditions (2nd cut, if you passed the first audition), Perry MS, time TBA

Feb. 4 – 8th Grade Band performs at Cluster Concert, MHS, 7:00 PM

Feb. 20-21-GMEA District 12 Honor Band Weekend, Northwestern MS, time TBA

March 3 –7th and 8th Pre-LGPE Concert, Milton HS Auditorium

March 5-7 – All-State Band weekend, Savannah, GA

March 26-27 – Middle School Band’s Large Group Performance Evaluations, Northview HS, time TBA

April 2 – Jazz A La Mode (featuring our jazz band, along with Hopewell and Milton’s jazz bands), Milton HS, 7:00 PM

April 30 – Milton High School Band, Spring Concerts, Milton HS, 7:30 PM

Map 9 – 6th Grade Band and 7th Grade Band perform at the Southern Star Music Festival, awards ceremony at Six Flags.
May 11 – 6th Grade Band and 6th Grade Chorus, NMS gym, 7:00 PM

May 12 – 7th and 8th Grade Band Spring Concerts, NMS gym, 7:00 PM
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