Press Clippings from Sidewalk Petition Drive, India 2004
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He fights for |
footpaths |
|

E HAD been nick-
named the “Sidewalk |
man” in the U.S. Math- |
ew P.Abraham, an el-

derly Keralite, had earned this |
sobriquet after he successfully |
launched a campaign in New Jer-
sey in the U.S. for the protection
of the rights of pedestrians.

Several areas in New Jersey
had no provision for footpaths |
for the exclusive use of pedestri-
ans, Single-handedly, he took up
a signature campaign to prevail
upon the authorities concerned
to ensure that sidewalks were
provided for the benefit of pedes- |
trians. And he succeeded in the |
end and for him a nickname that
was perhaps the manifestation of
the love and regard the local resi- |
dents of that place had for him. |

His next mission was to try out |
the same modus operandi in his
native State of Kerala and in its
capital city, |
Thiruvananthapuram. 1

Thus was launched his one- |
man crusade for collecting signa- |
tures demanding of the author-
ites to provide footpaths for
pedestrians who remain a grossly
neglected lot. He met & many
people as he could, visited the
schools in the city to create an |
awareness among the students
on traffic rules and also to collect |
| their signatures. Mr.Mathew be-
|lieves that his attempt has not
| been futile.

The authorities seem 1o be |
convinced of the demand. Or, at
least the Chief Minister is, he
says. A memorandum appended
with the signatures that he had |
collected was presented to the
Chief Minister. ‘—

What he has suggested is that
footpaths be constructed wher-
ever possible or to cover up the | |
drainage on either side of the
road with concrete slabs and that
the electric and telephone posts
causing obstructions to pedestri-
ans be removed.

By I. Ajeth Kumar
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