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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 2nd February 2005 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT

Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow)
Y
P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
N

Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
Y
Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)
Y

Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
Y
Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
Y

Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
Y
Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)
Y

CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Chester le Street, Guisborough, Tyne & Wear, Shildon, Tynemouth, Sunderland, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastrians, Newcastle MFA, Blyth, Boldon, Washington, Stokesley ME, Newcastle Electric, Weardale MGA, N E Helicopters

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Tom Jones and Ian Jones (Teesside)

CORRECTIONS TO OCTOBER MINUTES

None.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Ray Croucher, Washington

SECONDED:
 Frank Scullion, Blyth

MATTERS ARISING

The dates for the Boldon Carrier Deck event were incorrectly advised at the last meeting, they should have been 9th and 10th July.  Trow Quarry is not available and a new venue is still to be advised.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The oldest model shop in the country (in Newcastle) is to close.  As this shop has had a long history of supporting Area events Terry proposed that the Area should make a presentation of flowers to Pat Lutman at the shop.

Proposed:  Terry Bailey (Fellow), Seconded: D Riley (Novocastrians),  Carried unopposed
SECRETARY’S REPORT

After writing to the Commanding Officer at Albemarle and further communication with Defence Estates we have been advised that the limit on our licence restricting us to four events has to stand due to the increase in training activities at the camp.  Terry Bailey stated that this was not acceptable and he would pursue the matter further.

The Legal and Democratic Services Department at Castle Morpeth Council had been contacted on how our application for permission to use Albemarle was progressing.  The solicitor involved promised to progress the matter.

TREASURER’S REPORT

It was requested that expense claims should be submitted to the Treasurer by next meeting.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

The Flight Challenge will go ahead this year at the same venue (NEC Birmingham).

Durham University have asked for assistance regarding a pilot for the University Heavy Lift Challenge.  However, it is expected that their entry will be deferred to next year.

PRO’S REPORT

PRO was not present but had written a letter expressing his disappointment that a number of articles he had submitted to the BMFA News had not been published despite their Area related content.  He feels that his efforts are not producing the desired effect and is minded to stand down.  Allan Weighell agreed to follow the matter up.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan Weighell gave an account of the January Full Council meeting including the following items:

FAI rockets have asked for specialist body status – deferred.

The SAA protest against the FF Tech Committee for disallowing their scores in the annual Free Flight Team Glider category was upheld but the matter was settled amicably.

The BMFA is to forward a pro-active proposal regarding bylaws for the flying of models on common land to the ODPM (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister).

There was a disappointing reaction to the North East Area proposal for a proficiency scheme for children and beginners.   Allan was asked to work with Mike Colling to produce a more detailed document for further discussion.

NE Area flyer Allan Jack has been named as a reserve for the FF World Championships in Argentina.

Allan will table an item at the next Areas Council meeting regarding the procedures around follow up and tracking of insurance claims.  This has been prompted by a long running issue involving a NE Area club.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

A chuck glider competition will take place on 20th February on Newcastle Town Moor.

RADIO CONTROL

None

CONTROL LINE

Control line teams for the European Championships in Hungary have been ratified.

INDOOR

Forthcoming dates were announced (see events sheet attached)

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was observed that the NE Area web site did not contain the date of the Geordie Nats.

Billingham Synthonia has been offered as a potential venue for a BMFA road show.  It was suggested that the event could be held on an Area meeting night.

Dick Wilson gave details of a sale at Vertical Limit, a model shop in Bowburn.  He also gave details of a bus company offering transport to the Expo event at the NEC. 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.20 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY MARCH 2ND 2005

AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW, COMMENCING 8.00PM
