Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting

 held on..4th February 2004 

At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT

Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Delegate, Education Co-ordinator, Treasurer, PRO, Comp Secretary.

CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Novocastria, Sunderland, Teesside, Newcastle Electric, North East Helicopters, Crook, Washington, Tyne and Wear, Guisborough, Cleveland Indoor, Stokesley, Blyth, Weardale, Shildon, Newcastle MFA, Chester le Street, Dunelm

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Doug Miller, Bill Stores

CORRECTIONS TO JANUARY MINUTES

In AOB, the reserve date for the Geordie Nats should read 12th September.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Ray Croucher, Washington

SECONDED:
 Frank Scullion, Blyth

MATTERS ARISING

The Secretary has received an e-mail from Northumbria Police to say they have no objection to our use of Albemarle.  The wording, however, could be read to mean permission for a single event only so the Secretary will ask for clarification.

An invoice has been received from Defence Estates for the fees relating to the use of the airfield in 2003.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that he had been asked to help a group to arrange the use of Albemarle for motor car sprint events.  They were advised that this would not be acceptable as there is a 30mph speed limit on the airfield.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

None.

TREASURER’S REPORT

A cheque has been made out for the payment of the Defence Estates invoice.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Allan Weighell reported that London Area had suggested that timekeepers for the next BMAC should be recruited from local clubs from that area.  Allan felt that this was probably not workable and would risk losing the future support and participation of the willing helpers from the other Areas.

Allan will attend a BMAC cleandown meeting in February.

PRO’S REPORT

The PRO has sent a note to Chris Bromley ref the dates for the Geordie Nats and Teesside Airshow.

Tom also proposed that the Area should consider obtaining a domain name for the Area web site to make it easier to access.  It was agreed that he should investigate further and report back. 

DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan Weighell gave a report on the January Full Council meeting from which it was clear that the Child Welfare proposals remain a hot topic.  A series of road shows have been proposed to tour the Areas to cover this and other matters.

A proposal to be put to the February Areas Council meeting by Northern Area suggesting that Club Examiners should only test members of their own club, generated a lively discussion.  

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Brian Martin gave details of three forthcoming events:

Tynemouth chuck glider and catapult on 8th February

Northern Area event at Church Fenton on 22nd February

1st Centralised event at Ingoe on 7th March

RADIO CONTROL

None

CONTROL LINE

None

INDOOR

The events at Nunthorpe School and Churchill Community College continue on their normal dates of the first and third Saturday in the month respectively.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Teesside enquired whether the addition of the employer insurance cover requires clubs to maintain an accident book.  It was felt that this addition did not require any change to normal club procedures.

Tony Eden offered the opinion that the BMFA Members Handbook was not user friendly regarding it’s formatting and content. 

Allan Weighell proposed that the Area should sponsor Ben Johnson , junior member of the UK Word Championships Team, to the tune of £100 from Area funds.

Proposed: A Weighell, Fellow

Seconded: Tom Jones, Teesside.

The proposal was carried on a majority vote, 16 for with 1 abstention.

Teesside Club advised that Keith Mitchell was to give a talk on large models at the ICI Synthonia Club, Billingham on 17th February.  All were welcome.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.40pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY March 3rd 2004

AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW, COMMENCING 8.00PM
