Unadopted Minutes of the North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 6th February 2008 at the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co.Durham.
Officers Present

Y Chairman:




Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y Vice Chairman:




Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

N Secretary:




Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)

Y Treasurer:




Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)

Y Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:
Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

Y P.R.O:





Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
Y Delegate:





Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
Y Education Co-ordinator:


Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y Competition Secretary:


Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC)

Clubs Represented (eligible to vote)
Old Fellows, Sunderland, Washington, Guisborough, Teesside MFC, Newcastle MFA, Tyne & Wear, Cramlington, Weardale MGA, Chester-le-Street, Tynemouth MAC, Blyth, Shildon, Boldon and Cleveland Indoor. 
Apologies for Absence
Mike Bell, Secretary (Hartlepool MFC)

Les Scurfield, (Novo’s)
At this point the chairman asked for a minutes silence in remembrance of Ray Croucher who had passed away since the last area meeting.

Corrections to the May Minutes

None.

Adoption of Minutes

Proposed:
Tom Maddison (Guisborough)
Seconded:
Frank Scullion (Blyth)
Matters Arising

The area proposal for all junior members competing at the BMFA Nationals to be awarded a certificate showing that they had taken part was carried by a majority vote at the recent council meeting.

 F2d Combat is not included as one of the classes to be flown at the Barton International C/L event. 
Chairman’s Report

 The Chairman reported on his recent visit to an Areas Council meeting as the delegate was unable to attend, and on some new ideas he has as education co-ordinator. He also reported that along with the airfield liaison officer he was waiting for an appointment to meet the new CO at Albemarle Barracks.
Secretary’s Report

The figures supplied to the DLA regarding the number of dates we used Albemarle have been accepted and the bill for this years licence will be adjusted accordingly.
Treasurers Report

The financial year end is approaching and anyone with outstanding expenses claims was asked to submit them as soon as possible. The treasurer proposed sending a £25.00 donation to the McMillan nurses  in memory of Ray Croucher in Lieu of flowers as per the family’s request. This was agreed unanimously
Education Co-ordinators Report.

Allan Weighell reported on a forthcoming workshop at Prudhoe West First School, where he intends to try out one or two new ideas involving different types of models. He also reported on a new school in the Gateshead area who were showing interest in the flight challenge and he had arranged a visit to show them the types of models available. Allan also reported the latest developments with the Flight Challenge and with the Richmond ATC group. Stuart Shorthouse asked about possible financial assistance from the area for teams competing in this years flight challenge, it was agreed to look at this matter once details of potential sponsorship of this years event were known.

PRO’s Report

 Tom Jones reported that he had made contact with Alex Whittaker and Mike Parry about coverage of the Great North Fly-in, they would be happy to attend the event but require the approval of their respective editors. Publicity for the event is being prepared ready for submission to the BMFA News editor and the modelling press, the area website should be updated soon. The chairman raised the possibility of promoting aeromodelling at the Sunderland Airshow via a static display, whilst this would not be possible on the show site it may be possible to arrange something in Roker Park alongside the model engineers display. Tom Walker is to investigate and report back.

Delegates Report

 Tom Jones reported on the January Full Council meeting including the recognition of SAM 35 as a specialist body, on line payment for subscriptions and BMFA goods, BMFA Nationals, new lottery funding for sports via the CCPR (of which the BMFA is a member), the new format and venue for the 2008 ‘Top Gun’ event, and the Flight and University Challenges.
 Allan Weighell then reported on the recent Areas Council which he had attended in Tom’s absence, including the latest developments regarding UAV’s ( now called UAS’s), problems with 2.4gHz radio (both Futaba and Spektrum), new venue for the silent flight  Nationals ( Lodge Farm), and the replacement manoeuvre for the ‘Hovering M’ in the helicopter B certificate.

Flying Discipline Officers Report

Free Flight:
The first Free Flight competition of the season is on 2nd March and is the 1st Area Centralised comp’. Other dates  will be posted on the area website.
Radio Control:
Nothing to Report.
Control Line:
Dave Riley gave details of F2D centralised competitions at Cramligton on  11th May and 28th September. North East fliers Barry Robinson (Shildon), Rob Leeman (Novo’s) Graham Ives (Novo’s) and Dave Riley (Novo’s)  have all made the British Team for the 2008 World Championships in France.
Indoor:
Risk assessments are to be carried out at both indoor venues over the next month. Allan also reported on the continuing search for suitable indoor venues both locally and nationally.
Any Other Business

Chester –le Street are holding a fly-in at Albemarle on Sunday 16th March. The use of smoke systems at Albemarle is now permitted.

Dave Riley asked about financial support for NE Area fliers competing at International events and the possible expense involved given that more fliers from the area are now making national teams. It was agreed to defer this item until the next financial year once the level of area support was known.

Guisborough MFC invited members to attend a presentation on 7th April by members of Darlington MBC on Donald Campbell  and the record breaking ‘Bluebird’, complete with models.

Tony Eden asked about the levels of personal injury cover provided by the BMFA insurance policy, he was advised to contact the office for up to date figures.
The new artwork for the Great North Fly-in was circulated.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 5th March 2008 at the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row starting at 8pm. A planning meeting for the Great North Fly-in will follow. 

