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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 1st October 2008 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	N
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	N
	Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)
Hartlepool, Old Fellows, Guisborough, Sunderland, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Shildon, Cramlington, Blyth, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastria, Weardale MGA, Tynemouth
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Tyne and Wear (Ian Russel), Delegate / PRO (Tom Jones), Peter Watson.
CORRECTIONS TO SEPTEMBER MINUTES

None.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Sunderland (Terry Bailey)
SECONDED:
Guisborough (Tom Maddison)
MATTERS ARISING

The question regarding the number of Junior Certificates awarded at the Nationals must be deferred to next month when the Delegate returns from holiday. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
Allan wished to offer a couple of apologies associated with last month’s meeting.  Firstly, in the discussion about personal injury cover and the over 80s, Allan accepts that the core issue was the general principle, not the financial issue.  Secondly, Allan was afraid that he may have appeared a little off-hand regarding an offer that was given to stand for a post at the next Area AGM.
David Lloyd Jones, Delegate NW Area, had been taken ill while on holiday in Corfu.  The NE Area wishes him a speedy recovery.

Allan reported on his annual trip to Bristow Helicopters.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

The Secretary advised that the election of officers at the 2008 Area AGM would be brought back into synch with the pattern required by the Area Constitution.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Tom has investigated the possibility of a VAT refund associated with the toilet hire at the Great North Fly in and has been advised that this is not possible as the NE Area is not VAT registered.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Allan has completed his third week with Nunthorpe School and reports that he has seen some amazing building talents.

The Heavy Lift Challenge has been confirmed for next year.

PRO’S REPORT  
Not present.
DELEGATE’S REPORT 
In the Delegate’s absence Chairman reported on the minutes of the last Full Council Meeting including some of the Awards proposals for this year.  The award proposal for the Price sisters was particularly well received.
Allan went on to report on the September Areas Council Meeting.

· A meeting for Achievement Scheme Coordinators has been planned for 25th October.  This once again is a Saturday so the NE Area ASC can not attend as this is a normal work day for him.  Other people must be similarly affected by Saturday meetings.
· There was discussion on varying examination standards.  In particular a commercial training organisation was criticised for poor standards at a testing day at Old Warden.

· SW Area is having difficulty in filling Officer posts.  There is a possibility that some of the larger Areas may have to be split up. 

· Areas have been asked to consider promoting youth involvement at Areas meetings.

· There is to be a change to the ANO regarding restrictions on the use of data gathering equipment.  It is anticipated that the BMFA will be issued a blanket exemption.
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Brian Martin attended the European FF championships in Bulgaria as a helper.  He reported that the event was blessed with good weather, accommodation and food.  Unfortunately, Peter Martin’s large F1B model was ‘lost’ forcing him to use a smaller model which adversely affected his chances.  Allan Jack came 7th in F1C and the F1C team achieved a Team 2nd place.
The GB team won the Jack North Trophy for combined F1 A,B,C scores.

Results from elsewhere:

5th Area Centralised, 14th Sept:  Tynemouth team came 1st in Team Rubber (Farrow Shield).  Ron Pollard came 3rd individually (79 entries).
2nd Word Championship Team Trials, Barkston Heath 20/21 Sept:  Richard Jack 2nd in F1A, Brian Martin 3rd in Wakefield F1B (Peter Martin 5th), Allan Jack 1st in F1C (Allan qualifies for GB team).

Forthcoming events:

6th Area Centralised on 5th Oct

3rd Word Championship Team Trials, 11 / 12 Oct at Sculthorpe.
RADIO CONTROL

Frank Scullion reported on some F3A aerobatic competition results.
There were no NE Area competitors at the GBR/CAA Championships held at Barkston Heath, Sept 27/28th.
The final positions of NE Area members in the various Aerobatic Association League tables were:

Clubman; 2nd Gerhard Fehringer (Blyth)

Advanced: 3rd Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

FAI:  4th Kevin Caton (Teesside); 11th Bob Wasson (Teesside).

Kevin Caton was placed 3rd in the team league and qualifies for next year’s world championship team.

CONTROL LINE

Dave Riley reported on the World Cup Event held at Barton, Sept 20/21st  where the facilities etc were described as fantastic.  Unfortunately there was little success for NE Area flyers, best was Barry Robinson, 6th in Stunt.  The NE fliers wish to record their appreciation for the effort of the organisers of this event.
In September there was an F2D combat event held at Cramlington with the following results: 1st Dave Riley, 2nd Ben Johnson, 3rd Martin Johnson.  Provisionally it looks as though Dave Riley and Martin Johnson may qualify for the GB team with Jamie Griffin as a Junior representative.

Dave Riley is 1st in the F2D league.

Dave wished to thank Cramlington Club for the use of their site for the F2D event.
INDOOR

The Indoor Nats were held recently at RAF Digby.  There were no NE Area participants.
A Mr J Taylor has achieved a flight of around 10 minutes under a 35 foot ceiling with a Gyminie Cricket.

Upcoming local indoor dates were confirmed. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tom Maddison enquired if any other clubs were getting involved in Bingo Lotto.  There seemed to be little knowledge around the room about this enterprise.
The Area Trainer which was previously loaned to Washington club is now in the hands of Tyne and Wear club.

Gary Armstrong thanked those who supported the fly in at Longhorsley.  He apologised to anyone who was turned away from the venue for not carrying BMFA cards.

Allan Weighell reported that individual and club BMFA memberships were still showing an increase over last year.

The annual swap meet at the Sunderland Air Museum will take place on 26th October.

There was a reminder that there will be a fly in at Albemarle on 19th October, hosted by Hexham club.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:11pm
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 1st OCTOBER 2008 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 
Brief notes on GNF debrief after Sept meeting (supplied by PRO)
· Show was fragmented.

· Event to be one day again.

· Date set provisionally as 6th September 2009.

· Camping to be allowed if feasible.

· Issues regarding turning right onto site.

· Full planning meeting 5th November 2008. Invite all Cd’s for their input.

· Once again the Area would like to thank Cramlington ADMFC and every one who supported the Great North Fly-in. Let’s hope the event goes from strength to strength

