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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 5th October 2005 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT

	Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
	Y

	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	Y

	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	Y

	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)
	Y


CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Chester le Street, Guisborough, Shildon, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastrians, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Stokesley ME, Newcastle Electric, Weardale MGA, Sunderland, Tynemouth, Tyne and Wear, Blyth, Gateshead, Old Fellows Flying Association, Teesside, NE Helicopters
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None
CORRECTIONS TO AUGUST MINUTES

In Education Coordinator’s report, “…the Elite Class” should read “…an Elite Class”.  There currently is no Elite Class.  
In the Forthcoming Events table, the “Other details” column entry for the Churchill College indoor events should not have included the Frog Bowden competition.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Frank Scullion  (Blyth)
SECONDED:
 Stuart Shorthouse (Shildon)
MATTERS ARISING

Allan Weighell has prepared his article on the Flight Challenge.  This will be submitted to the Northern Echo.
Allan had contacted Chris Bromley (Tech Sec) on the legality of 2.4Ghz radio.  This equipment is legal if type approved, but is only short range (approx 400m).  As such it may be good for indoor flying.

Allan also asked Chris about the use of A certs at the Geordie Nats.  His opinion was that it is up to the flight line director to satisfy himself that the A cert holder is competent and confident to perform in public.  There was some discussion and this meeting expressed doubts over how the flight line director could be expected to do this.  Further consideration of this matter is necessary.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Terry has still to make contact with the new CO at Albemarle, this time due to army exercises.  However he has spoken to the Assistant to the Adjutant who will arrange a meeting when the CO returns.  
SECRETARY’S REPORT

The Secretary read out a letter from Jo Halman thanking the Area for proposing her for a Society Fellowship.  Jo says that while he was disappointed that the proposal was unsuccessful, she would continue her work with the international teams, her fellow fliers and her beloved control line.
TREASURER’S REPORT

None.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Allan reported on the Flight Challenge cleandown meeting where a number of the proposals put forward by himself and Stuart Shorthouse were accepted.  The proposal to create an Elite Class was accepted, as was the proposal to include a ROG.  The proposal to include own design props for this class was not accepted, but it was agreed that commercial props of the teams choice could be used.
PRO’S REPORT

Tom apologized for not making it to the Geordie Nats and went on to ask if we should advertise this event outside of the usual contest calendar entries.  It was agreed to continue promoting it through the BMFA News.  
Tom has placed the information regarding the Dortmund trip on the Area web-site.  He also assured everyone that he did not mind receiving repeat reminders to update the site if information does not appear on it as expected.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan reported on the recent Full and Areas Council meetings, including the following bullet points.
· There will be a proposal at the AGM to increase membership fees for 2006 by £2 for seniors and £1 for juniors.  This is largely due to an increase in insurance costs of about 10%.  This has been offset in the last couple of years by increased membership, but membership has fallen by around 1200 this year.
· The seminar at this year’s AGM will be on UAVs.

· John French has been awarded an Honorary Membership.

· No Fellowships were awarded this year.  NE Area are bemused as to the refusal of their proposal of Jo Hallman.  It was stated that if a fellowship was not awarded it must be because the nomination did not meet the terms.  After reading the terms the NE Area meeting were even more confident that our proposal easily exceeded the requirements and were of the opinion that some further explanation of this refusal should be given.  Terry Bailey will write to the Society on this matter.
· The C cert is now launched and a lot of applications have been received.  It has been emphasized again that this certificate is for personal achievement only and will not become a requirement for any other purpose.

· There are discussions ongoing on the safety of the hovering M manoeuvre in the helicopter B certificate test.  Concern has been expressed on the increasing use of more powerful helicopters and thus the increased risk when hovering these machines in close proximity to the pilot.
· A report recently received from the insurers implies that they may only offer cover to clubs who have adopted the full BMFA Child Protection Policy.
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Recent contest results:

10 – 11 September, Stonehenge Cup World Cup event; Peter Martin placed 3rd in F1B

24 – 25 September, 2nd Team Trials, Sculthorpe; Brian Martin placed 4th in F1B.
Forthcoming competitions:

9th October, 6th Area Centralised

15 – 16 October, 3rd Team Trials, Sculthorpe.

RADIO CONTROL

None.
CONTROL LINE

An F2D event at Barkston in September had to be abandoned due to thunder.
It looks like Dave Riley will be included in the British team for next year.
INDOOR

The Christmas meeting at Churchill College may include a competition – to be confirmed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Another Auditor needs to be co-opted to replace Allan Bosworth.  Stuart Shorthouse agreed to be proposed.  Proposed : Teesside,  Seconded: Washington, carried unanimously.
Gary Armstrong expressed thanks on behalf of NMAS for the turnout at the recent fly-in.

Ed Hunter (NE Helicopters) explained the circumstances surrounding the return of the trophy at the Geordie Nats.  He was keen to point out this was not a snub.

Dick Wilson reported that he may be able to arrange help from the Air Cadets for nest year’s Geordie Nats. 
Frank Scullion gave some feed back from Blyth club regarding improvements to the Geordie Nats.  The suggestions included the provision of themed flying slots, flight line orientation to suit wind direction and clearer indication of spectator areas and walkways.

Allan Weighell asked if we would consider Chris Bromley’s suggestion ref the flight line director’s judgement on pilots suitability to fly.  The general opinion was that this would be impractical.

Gary Armstrong noted that the Area Achievement Scheme Coordinator had been unable to attend quite a number of meetings.  Was it necessary to co-opt a replacement?  It was agreed that Nigel would be contacted to see if he was happy to continue in the role or not.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.40 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 2005

AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW STARTING 8.00 PM

