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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 5th November 2008 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	N
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	N
	Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)
Hartlepool, Old Fellows, Guisborough, Sunderland, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Cramlington, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastria, Weardale MGA, Tynemouth, Peterlee, Gateshead
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Tyne and Wear (Ian Russel), Delegate / PRO (Tom Jones), Blyth (Frank Scullion), Shildon (Stuart Shorthouse), Peter Watson, Dave Riley
CORRECTIONS TO OCTOBER MINUTES

In Chairman’s report Allan’s trip was to an event sponsored by Bristow Helicopters.
The date of the next meeting (November) was incorrect.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Sunderland (Terry Bailey)
SECONDED:
Guisborough (Tom Maddison)
MATTERS ARISING

It was reported that David Lloyd Jones (Delegate NW Area) was still having health problems. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
Stuart Shorthouse has been admitted to hospital with bowel cancer and is reported to be doing well after an operation.

Regarding the issue of personal accident insurance, the possibility for purchasing such cover for members over 80 is to be investigated.

There is a possibility that the hangar at Barkston may not be available at the Nats next year due to it being required by the new training contractors. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT

The Secretary issued a reminder that the next meeting will be the AGM in December.  This being an even numbered year the officers required to retire are Chairman, Treasurer, Council Delegate, PRO and one auditor.  Additionally the Secretary will be standing down so a replacement will need to be co-opted for 1 year.
TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer has received a cheque from Hexham ref hire of Albemarle and a bill for Indoor hire.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

No sponsor has been confirmed yet for the Flight Challenge, but talks are in progress.
PRO’S REPORT  (presented by Alan Gorham in PRO absence)
Nothing much to report. Web site is up to date, although it could do with some upcoming events as the only one on the site is next years GNF.

Report for this year’s GNF has been on our website for a while, and was submitted to BMFA News. Hopefully it will appear in the next edition.

Hopefully the GNF planning meeting will go well sorry I cannot be there, but if the basic set up is sorted we can go into full swing in January when we can have another planning meet to make final discussions. 

Thanks to Alan for putting this and the Delegate’s Report forward in my absence. 

DELEGATE’S REPORT  presented by Alan Gorham in PRO absence)
· Junior Certificates have not been presented This is due to the CDs not notifying the office about juniors participating, as this is only a new idea. CDs need to send the juniors name, address and BMFA number to office.

· Accounts explained, and after last years massive £35,000 surplus the budgets have been scrutinized and cut back where the treasurer thought he could.

· Stunt Com applied to be a specialist body since CLAPA de-affiliated. This was passed by majority.

· Next years subs look set to remain as they are, despite insurance going up. This is because we carried a surplus over last year.

· Records officers budget questioned by Mike Goldby, wanting to know why he needed such a large budget.

· Midlands MAC planning appeal refused DOE noise code, Local council reckon that it is no longer valid as it has not been updated in 26 years. £5,000 expenditure was approved to fight appeal. Because it was an appeal this can now be used as a precedent in all future planning consents, so the BMFA Council asked for £15,000 to fight case which would then set a case in precedent. Potentially threatening the any future flying sites. I seconded this proposal and it went through unanimously.

· Bingo lotto: we received a cheque for £1,000 to be used in grass root sports.

· Hangar may not be available for the Nationals next year.

· Records went through unanimously with the exception of R/C thermal soaring glider altitude, which has been referred to the January Council due to the use of an unauthorised measuring device which had no certificate of calibration - massive debate ensued.

· Speed record carried.

· Trophy handed in at Nats has been adopted but unfunded -  unanimous.

· Top Gun to be run alongside the showline at Power Nationals as last year.

· A.O.B. add to constitution Area can use electronic meetings carried unanimously.

· Awards fellowship 4 nominations only 2 can be awarded: Mr G Lynn & Mr J Andrews carried unanimously

· Ryan Air into Stanstead reported a helicopter air prox. As wind speeds at time were 25mph this was disproved.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Results from recent events:
6th Area Centralised, 5th Oct:  Ron Pollard 3rd Classic Rubber, Allan Jack 2nd F1C Power
3rd Word Championship Team Trials, Allan Jack 3rd F1C Power
In the overall results for World Champs Team Trials, Allan Jack came 1st in F1C Power and Brian Martin 2nd in F1B. Both qualify for the GB Team.  Just outside the qualification cut were Peter Martin (6th F1B) and Richard Jack (F1A glider)

RADIO CONTROL

None.

CONTROL LINE

None.

INDOOR

Allan reported that the Gyminie Cricket final at the Manchester Velodrome on 18th October was won by Clive King with a time of just over 7min. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There will be no November date available for Albemarle due to Military exercises.
Geoff Armstrong (Gateshead) expressed his dissatisfaction with service received from BMFA Head Office regarding membership applications and a request to update their club web site link on the BMFA web site.  He reported that the latter issue took from July to mid September to resolve.

John French explained that a new computer system had recently been installed at Chacksfield House to handle membership issues and that some delays may be associated with the bedding in of this system.

It was agreed that the Chairman would write to the BMFA on these concerns including the Junior Membership Certificate issue.

There will be no indoor meeting at Nunthorpe in January
Tony Eden reported that once again there had been difficulty in getting the correct key for crash gate 4A from the Albemarle Gatehouse.  It was suggested that we should put a BMFA key ring on the correct key for easy identification.

Terry Bailey requested that the Albemarle lock and chain must be returned to him within one week of it being used so that it can be available for others to use.

A Great North Fly in de-brief meeting followed the main meeting, see the attached minutes taken by Alan Gorham.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:01pm
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2008 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 

Great North Fly-in 2009 planning meeting

Minutes 05/11/2008

· Of CD’s present, all agreed to run their event next year with the exception of 

Doug Miller as there were not enough entries on C/L carrier this year.

· Allan Davison to write to new owner (Messrs Owen Pugh Ltd) to gain permission for event: access required, number of visitors, camping etc.

If Owen Pugh are supportive of event, investigate donation of portalooos…

· Site for heli flightline not popular. Alternatives were slots on R/C fixed wing line or use 2008 site.

C/L stunt needs a smooth strip. Again slots on R/C flightline suggested.

Possibility of flying Bowden competition from the R/C fixed wing flightline was also mooted.

· Location of camping deferred until landowner grants permission.

· New signage examples should help visitors find site!

· Written briefing for electric glider comp prepared by Tony Oliver. 

· New single model C/L event proposed.

