Unadopted Minutes of the North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 7th May 2008 at the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co.Durham.
Officers Present
Y Chairman:




Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y Vice Chairman:




Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

N Secretary:




Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)

Y Treasurer:




Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)

Y Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:
Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

Y P.R.O:





Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
Y Delegate:





Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
Y Education Co-ordinator:


Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y Competition Secretary:


Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC)

Clubs Represented (eligible to vote)
Newcastle MFA, Cleveland Indoor, Guisborough, Washington, Cramlington, Sunderland, Novocastria, Old Fellows, Tyne & Wear, Shildon, Boldon, Blyth, Chester-le-Street, Tynemouth and Teesside. 
Apologies for Absence
Mike Bell, Secretary (Hartlepool MFC)

Tony Eden ( Weardale MGA)
Corrections to the April Minutes

In the Education Co-ordinators report Grangefield School should be Grangefield Community Centre.
Adoption of Minutes

Proposed:
Tom Maddison (Guisborough)
Seconded:
Terry Bailey (Sunderland)
Matters Arising

The Chairman has contacted David Phipps regarding the problems with the licence for the use of Albemarle, David asked to see copies of the old and new agreements and these have been sent by the area secretary. We are now waiting for a response from David.

 The Chairman also outlined the meeting held on the Cramlington club site to asses its suitability as an alternative venue for the Great North Fly-in.

 The risk assessments carried out at both indoor venues have been amended to include a statement about accompaniment of junior members. 

Chairman’s Report

The Chairman reported on the recent Indoor Scale Nationals and the presentation of the first certificate to a junior member competing in a national event. 
Secretary’s Report

Nothing to report other than to confirm that copies of the old and new licences had been sent to David Phipps and that as yet no letters have been sent to a “higher power” regarding Albemarle.

Treasurers Report

The Treasurer reported that this year’s area support had been received from the BMFA and that the amount was slightly more than last year.
Education Co-ordinators Report.

Allan Weighell confirmed that this year’s flight challenge will be held at Duxford on 28th June and that St.Leonards school will again be taking part. He also reported on visits to Grangefield Community Centre, a helicopter workshop at Shildon Railway Museum, and ongoing work with Freeborough School. He has also been approached by a school in the Gosforth area with an interest in rocketry and will be meeting the teacher involved at the next indoor meeting at Churchill CC.
PRO’s Report
 Tom Jones reported on his visit to the Cramlington club site to view its suitability as an event venue, a full account is included in A.O.B.
He also confirmed he had spoken to the BBMF regarding relocating the planned fly-past to a different venue, there should be no problem doing this but they need the OS Map reference of the new venue and a covering letter which Tom will be sending.

 A volunteer to run the BMFA tradestand at the NMAS/LMA event at Longhorsley (25th/26th May) is required; anyone interested should contact the PRO. 

Delegates Report

 Tom Jones reported on agenda items for the forthcoming full council meeting, the main items were a proposal to change the method for dealing with protests following a BMFA competition, after discussion amongst those competition fliers present the delegate was instructed on how to vote on this matter.
Other items included changes to the assignment of the Humbrol Trophy (indoor), adoption of new guidelines for turbine powered models and a dedicated web page for  association Chairmen (past and present), Fellows and Honorary members.
Flying Discipline Officers Report

Free Flight:
Brian Martin reported that the 2nd Area Centralised free flight competition had no entries due to bad weather, the 3rd Area Centralised saw Alan Brown finish 3rd in Slow Open Power and Brian Martin 2nd in Combined Rubber. 


Forthcoming events are 10th May – Classic Power, 11th May Paisley Trophy, both at Newbiggin, 10th/11th May Stonehenge World Cup on Salisbury Plain and the BMFA Free Flight Nationals on 24th-26th May. Brian ended his report with the news that Ken Gibson a former N.E area secretary was to undergo a triple heart bypass operation in the near future, the committee and members whish him a speedy recovery.

Radio Control:
Frank Scullion reported on recent F3A (aerobatics) results for North East Area members. In the 1st BMFA Centralised comp’ at Barkston Heath, Bob Wasson (Teesside) finished 7th. In the first GBR/CAA domestic competition at Skelbrooke Bob Wasson was 3rd in FAI, and Gary Armstrong (Newcastle) was 2nd in Advanced. 
Control Line:
Dave Riley gave details of the first F2D centralised competition at Cottesmore where Martin Johnson was 2nd and Graham Ives 3rd and in his first F2D competition junior member Jamie Griffin won his first bout. The 2nd F2D centralised comp’ is at Cramlington on 11th May.
 
Doug Miller confirmed that the Boldon Carrier workshop weekend will be 5/6th July at Fulwell.

Indoor:
 Allan reported that both local venues are running well. The No.1 shed at Cardington is currently available for all BMFA members to fly indoor (free flight), sessions are fortnightly and will probably last until July when refurbishment work is due to start.
Any Other Business

 The Chairman suggested that it was time the area had a definite policy on financial support for area members competing in World and European competitions. Following discussion the following proposal was put forward by Martin Johnson (Old Fellows) and seconded by Terry Bailey (Sunderland): A Senior member qualifying for a team place for the first time will be awarded £100.00; junior members who qualify for a team place will be awarded £100.00 each time they qualify. Should there be no “new” team members then the area shall decide funding on an annual basis. The definition of a “new” team member is one who has not previously received financial support from the area.
The proposal was put to a vote and carried unanimously.

Stuart Shorthouse raised the question of funding for schools competing in the Flight Challenge, Martin Johnson (Old Fellows) proposed donating £100.00 from area funds to St.Leonards School, seconded by Stuart Shorthouse (Shildon) and carried unanimously.

The Great North Fly-In will take place on 31st August at a new venue, this being the Cramlington club site, which was deemed a suitable alternative following the site meeting reported earlier in the minutes. Alan Davidson the Cramlington Chairman has contacted the Local and County councils who have been extremely supportive of the event and have offered to carry out risk and health and safety assessments for us, they may also be able to help with a P.A system and possible financial support via the community fund.

 It was agreed that the R/C flightline directors should be assisted by the Cramlington Club safety officer.

The chairman is to contact Newcastle Air Traffic Control about an increase in operating height to 800’ and to see if we need to formally arrange this with the CAA. A meeting of all events CD’s is to take place as soon as possible to finalise site layout.

Terry Bailey is to book additional dates for Albemarle to fill in gaps in the calendar; these will be confirmed at the next meeting.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 4th June 2008 at the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row starting at 8pm. 
