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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 3rd May 2006 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow)
	N
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Chester le Street, Guisborough, Shildon, Novocastrians, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Sunderland, Tynemouth, Blyth, Old Fellows Flying Association, Teesside, Cleveland Indoor, Tyne and Wear
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None
CORRECTIONS TO APRIL MINUTES

In Chairman’s report the title of Graham Lynn should read Hon Sec.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Frank Scullion (Blyth)
SECONDED:
Stuart Shorthouse (Shildon)
MATTERS ARISING

Regarding the query of John French, the Areas Constitution has been consulted.  It confirms that as an elected officer not representing a club in our Area, John may attend as an observer but does not have a vote and is not an Officer of the Area Committee.  There is no need, therefore, to record his attendance in the minutes.
Martin Johnson provided copies of the e-mail from Roger Bellingham regarding flying on Tow Law Moor (copy attached to these minutes).
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Terry had made enquiries to Albemarle about ad hoc use of the airfield over the Easter holidays.  He was very pleased to be able to report that the response from the Army was very relaxed and welcoming; a complete change to the last couple of years.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

None. 
TREASURER’S REPORT

Tom reported that the Area funding had been received.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Allan reported that competitors at this year’s Flight Challenge would be invited to fly r/c on a buddy box.
Entries are expected from St Leonards (Elite and Premier) and Blackfyne Schools.
PRO’S REPORT 
Not present.
DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan mentioned some of the agenda items for the upcoming Full Council agenda, including:
· New terms of reference for the Awards Committee.

· Proposal for re-allocation of the Barton B trophy

· Proposal to appoint a professional Society PRO

· A code of practice for Jet Modelling
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Brian reported that at the 3rd Area Centralised on 2nd April, local flyers Allan and Richard Jack achieved 1st and 2nd in glider (KMAA trophy).

The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Area had agreed to make a contribution to Brian’s trip to the World Champs in Argentina last year.  Since Brian had been unable to take his place in that competition, Terry proposed that the same gesture should be made to assist Brian to attend the European Champs this year.  The proposal was carried unopposed.
RADIO CONTROL

None.
CONTROL LINE

Dave Riley advised that there was an F2D meeting at Strathclyde on 7th May.
INDOOR

Dates for indoor at Nunthorpe and Churchill this month were confirmed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Stuart Shorthouse reported that the students from St Leonards were disappointed at the lack of coverage of the 2005 Flight Challenge on the BMFA web site.
Tom Maddison invited clubs to come along to the Guisborough Concours event at their field on 25th June.

Terry Bailey advised that after discussions with Graham Lynn the situation regarding the requirements for A or B certs at the Geordie Nats, the following decision has been made.  A certificate pilots may fly at the event so long as they are on a buddy lead connected to a master transmitter controlled by a B cert holder.  This would apply to fixed wing and helicopter.  Normal club organised fly ins do not require pilots to be certificated (except for the rule regarding jets at Albemarle).
Ewan Galloway told of an incident where a fail safe was being demonstrated but failed to produce the desired effect.  Ewan made the point that transmitters do not have fail safe settings pre-set, they must be set up by the owner.

Gary Armstrong gave a reminder about the LMA meeting at Longhorsely.  Gary went on to remind everyone that in his capacity of Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator he was happy to travel to clubs to give talks on the Achievement Schemes and to conduct examinations.
Keith Chapman has yet to submit his CV in support of his nomination to be an Area Chief Examiner.  It was agreed to contact Keith and review the situation at the next meeting.

Allan Weighell drew attention to the article in the Club Bulletin on making insurance claims.

Mike Bell proposed a nomination for Richard Atkins of the Hartlepool Club for the award of a Certificate of Merit on the basis of his services to the Hartlepool Club for more than 25 years.  Proposed Mike Bell (Hartlepool), Seconded Allan Weighell (Fellow, Cleveland Indoor).  The proposal was accepted unopposed.

Ian Jones issued posters for the Teesside Model Air Show.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8:40 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 7th JUNE 2006
AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW STARTING 8.00 PM

