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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 5th March 2008 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)
Hartlepool, Guisborough, Novocastria, Sunderland, Old Fellows, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Tynemouth, Cleveland Indoor, Blyth, Weardale MGA, Washington, Chester Le Street, Catterick Garrison, Shildon, Cramlington
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Tyne & Wear (Ian Russell), Teesside (Don Pitt)
CORRECTIONS TO FEBRUARY MINUTES

Title of corrections minute should have read January.

In the Forthcoming Events list the March 16th fly-in was to be hosted by Chester Le Street.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Guisborough (Tom Maddison)
SECONDED:
Shildon (Stuart Shorthouse)
MATTERS ARISING

A thank-you note had been received from the family of Ray Croucher to thank the Area for the donation to MacMillan Nurses.

A reply has been received regarding the query on personal injury insurance cover.

Martin Johnson circulated two drafts of BMFA Nationals Junior Certs.  The Delegates voted for their favourite.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
Chairman reported that the Society Gen Sec has been poorly.  The NE Area wishes him a speedy recovery.  

SECRETARY’S REPORT

The Secretary apologised for the omission of page 3 from the February minutes.
Defence Estates had written to the Secretary giving details of the Albemarle licence arrangements.  The requirements have been greatly changed for this year.  New requirements include:

· Increased fees and no rebate for pre-paid events not taken up or cancelled due to weather.
· Bookings to be in writing 3 months ahead of time

· Separate licence for “annual event” ie Great North Fly-in with a charge of £500.

After lengthy discussions it was agreed to go forward with the “Casual use Licence”, but to decline the “Annual Event” licence.

Terry Bailey said he would continue to try to get a meeting with 39Rgt second in command.

A proposal was made to adjust the fees charged to clubs and the Area subsidy for Albemarle events.  It was proposed that “Clubs will pay £40 (non refundable) at the time of booking with the Area subsidising the remaining £20”.  Proposed Old Fellows, Seconded Newcastle MFA, Unopposed.
TREASURER’S REPORT

None.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Allan has been involved in events with Prudhoe School West and St Thomas and St Mary Equinus School in Gateshead.  He has also visited Freeborough School in Brotton.

Nunthorpe School is showing interest in getting children involved in the monthly indoor meetings.

Allan and Stuart Shorthouse attended the Flight Challenge clean down meeting.  There is to be a revamp of the Elite class and a Gyminnie Cricket challenge may be included.

The web site details for the national Gyminnie Cricket Challenge is www.bmfa.org/tech/indoor/index.php 
PRO’S REPORT
The date for the Great North Fly-in has been submitted for inclusion in the BMFA News.

An inn in Barnard Castle has offered a 1.5 acre field for model flying.
DELEGATE’S REPORT

Delegate reported BMFA membership figures up to February which showed an increase on 2007 numbers (shown in brackets):
Members 29481 (28453); Clubs 765 (743); Youth organisations 38 (19).

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

The second Area Centralised event on March 2nd was a victim of high winds.

Other events to be run in March at Church Fenton are: Northern Gala, March 21st and Vintage, Pannett, Kaye trophies, March 22nd.
RADIO CONTROL

None.
CONTROL LINE

None.
INDOOR

A risk assessment has been carried out for the Nunthorpe venue and the same will be done for Churchill shortly.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There is to be a presentation by Phil Clarke of Figher Aces at Catterick Garrison on 7th April.
Tom Maddison reported that the talk scheduled to be given to Guisborough club by Brian Collins of BRC had to be cancelled at short notice because Brian was unable to attend.

Martin Johnson enquired about Area sponsorship for schools taking part in the Flight Challenge.  It was decided that since the Flight Challenge for 2008 was technically not launched yet, this discussion would be postponed.

Allan Weighell and Stuart Shorthouse will be arranging fund raising activities for the Churchill indoor meetings.

The meeting was told of Brian Anderson’s continuing fight with ill health.  The Area wishes him well.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:45pm
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 2ND APRIL 2008 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 
