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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 1st March 2006 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Chester le Street, Guisborough, Shildon, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastrians, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Sunderland, Tynemouth, Blyth, Old Fellows Flying Association
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Ray Croucher (Washington), Allan Brown (Novos), Tony Eden (Weardale MGA)
CORRECTIONS TO FEBRUARY MINUTES

In the Forthcoming events section the contact no for Frank Scullion should have read 0191 2635859.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Frank Scullion (Blyth)
SECONDED:
 Stuart Shorthouse (Shildon)
MATTERS ARISING

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Terry confirmed the following dates for Albemarle bookings.
14th May (Blyth), 11th June (Chester le Street), 2nd July (Hexham), 3rd September (Geordie Nats)

Stuart Shorthouse asked the Chairman to book 23rd July for a fly-in (Shildon)

SECRETARY’S REPORT

None. 
TREASURER’S REPORT

None.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

The Flight Challenge may now take place in the Hangar at Barkston during the Top Gun weekend as the NEC event has been cancelled.  There may be an entry from Blackfyne School.
PRO’S REPORT (written report submitted)
The web site has been updated to include the upcoming events that I was given last month. The minute’s page has the latest minutes on and the archive has all the minutes since the first site was started in May 2002 with the exception on Nov 2003. 

Previously I had asked for feedback regarding the web site, I received a couple of recommendations and these have been done. If anyone else has any suggestions on how to improve the site please let me know.

On Saturday I was At the Nationals planning Meeting things will be run pretty much as normal, with only a few proposals

The outside shock flying to be run again 

2 netted area’s in the hanger one for the usual free flight and one for electric slots if space allows.

Also the use of mini motos will not be permitted at any event held at Barkston.  This is part of the licence agreement so this will be enforced by the organisers and the airbase security.

Also on Saturday was the Top Gun planning which again will be very similar to last year the date has been moved forward to the 8-9th July since Cosford has announced dates of the 15-16th July 2006.

The flight challenge is to be run at Barkston in the hanger on the Saturday.

The bar will be open Friday Night.
Hopefully we will have 6 judges.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan gave an account of the recent Areas Council meeting.
· David Phipps (BMFA Chief Executive) has been negotiating with DEFRA and has succeeded in getting model flying included as an accepted sport.  This should remove farmers concerns regarding their subsidies.

· The Achievement Scheme document is now approved and can be published.  It was pointed out that all Area Chief Examiners (and all Area officers) must re-join the BMFA each year promptly or their posts will be cancelled.

· Some time ago SW Area had asked for some investigation into radio interference they were suffering from microwave transmissions associated with the Military.  It was found that this interference does not affect the receiver directly via the ariel but is picked up by components within the receiver itself.  This problem can be reduced by wrapping receivers in metal foil.  Anyone troubled by unexplained interference could easily try this as a solution.
· Dave Kerswell is standing down as organiser of the University Payload Challenge after this year’s event.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Brian reported that the first Area Centralised meeting had been spoiled by rain.  The second Area Centralised will be held on March 5th.

Allan Jack had taken part in the Maxmen competition in Lost Hills, California and in the company of many world class flyers Allan achieved a 3rd place in F1A glider and 2nd in F1J power.

The meeting was particularly pleased to hear that Brian Martin has been included in the European Championships team competing in Odessa, Ukraine later this year.

RADIO CONTROL

Frank Scullion gave an account of the handicap pylon event held at Albemarle on 12th February.  Entries were kept low due to poor weather but those who attended managed to come up with a winner (Martin Johnson of Old Fellows) before the rain set in.

CONTROL LINE

None.

INDOOR

Dates for the next events were confirmed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

At the last meeting Martin Johnson had suggested that Juniors competing in Senior events at Nationals competitions should receive a certificate in recognition of their participation.  On his own initiative Martin contacted Jo Hallman who was able to put the suggestion forward at a Technical Committee meeting where it gained approval for the Power Nats.  It will be recommended for adoption to other Nats committees.
The discussion on what type of flying event constitutes a display was continued after being deferred from last month.  Allan Weighell had sought the opinion of Chris Bromley (Tech Sec) who said that events not specifically advertised and organised as displays would not need to be limited to B cert flyers.  There were doubts and concerns raised regarding this opinion, particularly by Gary Armstrong who believed that clauses in CAP 658 were in conflict with Chris’s advice.  Once again no consensus could be achieved so it was agreed that Allan Weighell would seek a written opinion from the Hon Sec and the discussion would be held back for the next meeting to allow the clauses in CAP 658 to be scrutinised.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.10 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 5th APRIL 2006
AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW STARTING 8.00 PM

