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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 4th June 2008 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	N
	Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	N
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)
Hartlepool, Guisborough, Sunderland, Old Fellows, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Tynemouth, Washington, Shildon, Cramlington, Tyne & Wear, Blyth, NE Helicopters
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Allan Weighell Chairman
Tony Eden  (Weardale MGA)
CORRECTIONS TO MAY MINUTES

Under AOB, Allan Davidson is Cramlington Secretary, not Chairman.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Sunderland (Terry Bailey)
SECONDED:
Guisborough (Tom Maddison)
MATTERS ARISING

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
Not present.  

SECRETARY’S REPORT

 The Secretary had received a confirmation from David Phipps that he had received the MOD licence information and that he would reply soon.
TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer reported that a cheque for the Area support of St Leonard’s School had been prepared..
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Not present.
PRO’S REPORT  (written report supplied by PRO)
Web site is up to date; all the minutes right up to and including May 2008 have been uploaded. 

The Great North Fly-in page has directions to the site as supplied by Alan Gorham, thanks Alan. 

All the paperwork has been sent to the BBMF team, have not heard anything yet, but Allan Weighell came up with an idea, He thought that if we offer the BBMF team a donation of £50 we could approach them to see if they would be prepared to drop a parcel, supplied by the area onto the site during their Flypast, possibly making it one of the largest toffee bombers to attend a model Show.  After some discussion it was decided that there were too many risks associated with this idea.

Draft Great North Fly in posters were passed round for comment.  Martin Johnson and Dave Riley volunteered to finalise the design and print copies.

Wednesday 14 May saw Terry Bailey, Frank Scullion and I meeting with Alan Gorham, Alan Davison and Mike Hide, Cramlington MFC’s safety officer at the Cramlington flying site arranged at the last area meeting, to discuss the site layout for the Great North Fy-in.  Terry and I thought the site meeting was very constructive and raised a few things that we need to address.

.
DELEGATE’S REPORT (written report supplied by Delegate)
Saturday May 10th I attended full council at Leicester, It was a long meeting

Matters Arising

· Pay pal is moving forward and there will be an online shop incorporated into the BMFA website.

· Junior Nats competitor certiiicate: after much discussion was decided that the words on equal footing be dropped.

Treasurer’s Report

· Insurance indemnity is to be raised from £5 million to £10 million because a sporting accident claim exceeded £5 million not areomodelling.

· Fees to be reduced to senior £22 junior £13 Family senior 16 and family junior £10 as from the 1st July.

· This year the Top gun event will be incorporated into the Power Nationals August bank holiday weekend, Judging will take place all Saturday and Sunday morn, then the judges will put forward up to 6 entrants who will perform a fly off for the Top Gun Trophy. This should cause minimum disruption to the show line. Hopefully next year it will be run at Leicester Airport in conjunction with another event/competition.

Chairs and C.E.O. Report

· Bingo Lotto is to be relaunched on a larger scale, it suffered distribution problems and are implementing things to overcome this. Tickets will be available in most supermarkets and more stores. Still it managed to rise over £100,000 of which the BMFA should receive about £1,000.

· In 2007 Web site bmfa.org received over 3 million hits, while the classified adds section received over 21 million hits, as a way of generating extra revenue, the thought is to put a trade advert page on the site or put, banner adds onto the classified adds page.

Vice Chairs Report                               Proposal page 5 & 6

· The awards committee proposal went through unanimously, with minor word changes and will have a transitional period for the first 3 years as when it starts the first three will serve either 1, 2 or 3 years. Being implemented 1st January 2009.

· Executive had a brief meeting to assign Sam 35, as this was omitted from the Executive agenda. It was agreed to assign them to free flight where they will have a vote. Other committees can call upon their expertise, but they will carry no vote.

Election process 
One of the main points raised during a very full and frank debate was the reason for the apathy of our members is that they are totally unaware of what many of the bodies within the BMFA do such as Areas, Tech, Full Council and the various Committees. They concluded that the action required would be to have a series of articles describing exactly the role and purpose of the Councils, Technical Committees etc. These would appear in BMFA News as a series of explanatory articles prior to the electoral process, describing the role and purpose of the various bodies for which people are being considered as elected posts.
The Technical Secretary suggested we continue with the one-man one-vote system for another year before we look at introducing an alternative voting method, as outlined in the second bullet point of the recommendations in the working party document. 

In addition though we could include a pre-paid vote for everyone, not just country members. That may go some way to solving the problem. If it does not we would need to consider another way.
Comp Sec Report                          proposal page 8

· After a long discussion where Mike Goldby and Robin Gowler mentioned that the full council where being omitted from the disciplinary procedure, I Reiterated this, Jo said that the appellants can move onto full council as the next stage, I replied that’s not what it says in the proposal and read the text then added the change as discussed here, then Jo agreed and the proposal was changed from Technical council to Full council So I Seconded the amended proposal and it was carried by majority.
Secretary brought to the attention of the meeting the final paragraph in her report regarding a recommendation to reduce the effective date in General Rule 2.5.2 (e) from eight weeks to four weeks. 

The rule currently states that the publication of a new competition rule or rule change in BMFA News is not effective until eight weeks after publication. 

The Technical Secretary said he believes there is a lot of merit in the Competition Secretary’s recommendation
Seconded by Technical Secretary            Carried unanimously

The Competition Secretary proposed that the effective date in General Rule 2.5.2 (e) is reduced from eight weeks to four weeks, effective from the date of this Council Meeting.
.

PRO Report           

· The BMFA trade stand at Rougham raised around £250 on saleable goods and 11 new members, trade stand will be at the Teesside show.

Proposal from R/C Power Technical Committee that this Council adopts the JMA/GTBA Code or Practice for the operation of turbine powered models.  carried by majority vote

· North West withdrew their proposal as honorary members already listed on web site as well as BMFA trophies.

Tech com and Power Nats

· Power nats all going well.

· Dates are now available for the Nationals to be flown at RAF Digby, 19/20/21 September 2008. Information is on the website.
· Control line all well
· Scale all in hand
· RC power very happy.
Royal areo club report

.
Report of a near miss in Birmingham at about 11pm at 15,000 feet claimed to be a model with lights on   
UAVS. Cap 722 has been amended and sanitised as a European document, which will stop them looking at model aircraft.

Areotowing pilots using tugs over 7KG are illegal above 400 feet unless at an event with an exception certificate. In controlled airspace need permission from A.T.C. something will be published in BMFA News to clarify.

Cheap Chinese 2.4 modules are now available and manufacturer’s say they are certified but to prove it they must carry the Certificate EN 328.   OFCOM and trading standards have been notified.

Education working group have set up a web site

  www.flyyourplane.com 

Flight challenge 28th June. Duxford hanger 2. 

40 teams and 16 individuals, being financed by unspent money from last year.  Speaking with several sponsors the most hope full is Rolls Royce.

University challenge 7th & 8th June Elvington 15 teams in heavy lift, 16 teams in electric egg lift, Presentation moved to Yorkshire Air museum, so visitors will have access to museum all-day.

Helis up and away being revised with about 8 or 9 changes.

BMFA news will be a minimum of 48 pages in future.

Delegate then highlighted an agenda item from the forthcoming Areas Council agenda regarding the proposal that a Club has the sole right to specify which Examiners may test their members on their own flying fields.  This proposal was met with a great deal of hostility from this meeting as it was considered to undermine the credibility of the Achievement Scheme   The Delegate was advised to vote against it.
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

.Comp Sec reported some NE Area success at recent competitions:
10th May Classic Power, Newbigging, Allan Brown 2nd
11th May Paisley Trophy, Newbigging, Allan Brown 1st
10/11th May Stonehenge Cup, Salisbury Plain, Allan Jack 2nd F1C

Upcoming events:

June 7/8th 1st Team Trials, Salisbury Plain

June 15th 4th Centralised

June 28/29th Scottish Nats, Newbigging.

Martin reported that Ken Gibson will have a quadruple heart bypass on June 15th.  The Area wishes him well.
RADIO CONTROL

Frank Scullion reported NE area pilot placings at the 2nd BMFA F3A competition 11th May at Barkston Heath: 3rd Kevin Catton, 9th Bob Wasson.
CONTROL LINE

Dave Riley reported on a Novocastria shut out of the top placings at the F2D event at Cramlington on 11th May: 1st Dave Riley, 2nd Jamie Griffin, 3rd Martin Johnson, 4th Graham Ives.  Second placed Jamie is just 11 years old and is a hot prospect for Junior representation in the GB team next year.
INDOOR

The hire arrangement for Churchill College has been renewed for another year.  There will be no meeting at this venue in August due to the school summer holidays.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Terry Bailey read out dates booked for Albemarle (see events sheet attached)

There was praise for the smooth organisation of the Teesside Model Airshow.  One of the pilots at this event, 13 year old Richard Smith, passed his B test the evening before the show and flew with great maturity.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:00pm
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 2nd JULY 2008 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 
