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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 2nd July 2008 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)
Hartlepool, Guisborough, Sunderland, Old Fellows, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Tynemouth, Washington, Shildon, Cramlington, Tyne & Wear, Blyth, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastrians, Teesside, Wearside MGA
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None
CORRECTIONS TO JUNE MINUTES

Name, Allan Davison spelled incorrectly.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Guisborough (Tom Maddison)
SECONDED:
Blyth (Frank Scullion)
MATTERS ARISING

None.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
Allan explained that he missed the Areas Council meeting due to being stranded at an airport while returning from holiday.  John French stood in to represent our Area..  

SECRETARY’S REPORT

The Secretary had received a note from Dick Wilson to say that he had stood down as Delegate for Chester le Street.  Dick hopes to attend some meetings in the future as observer.

No reply has been received from David Phipps regarding the Albemarle licence situation..
TREASURER’S REPORT

None.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

The Flight Challenge went ahead at Duxford.  Unfortunately the St Leonard’s school team arrived late and missed their trimming flights. First time entrants 2040 Squadron ATC won the Senior Class which was a fine achievement considering they only became aware of the competition in January.
Further work is planned with Freeborough School with the aim of eventually progressing to R/C.

PRO’S REPORT  
The BMFA stand has been requested for display at the Cleveland Show on 26th July in Stewart’s Park.  A static model display is planned.
DELEGATE’S REPORT 
The Delegate was on holiday and the Chairman was unable to attend as explained above.  The following report on the recent Areas Council meeting was presented by John French who stood in as NE Area representative.
Membership, as of 27th June is 34,040 (33604 last year) – Clubs 795 (778 last year).

There will be an amendment to the Areas Constitution to recognise the facility to hold electronic meetings.  This has been successfully trialled by Midland Area.

Log books for Achievement Scheme examiners have been drafted.  The idea is to record all examinations taken regardless of the result.
Representatives from the BMFA, Europe Airsports and UKRCC attended a meeting at the European Commission regarding the Europe wide use of the 2.4 GHz band.  A private company had applied to limit the use of this band to the communications industry and effectively preclude its use for model flying.  The proposal was thrown out.

The proposal discussed at length at the NE Area last month regarding Examiners only working within their own clubs etc was passed.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Recent results.

June 7/8th 1st Team Trials, Salisbury Plain: Brian Martin 1st in F1B, Allan Jack 2nd in F1C
June 15th 4th Centralised: Ron Pollard 4th in Mini Vintage (out of 48 entries).
June 28/29th Scottish Nats, Newbigging: Allan Brown 1st 1/2A Power, 1st BMFA Power and 2nd in Vintage.
Forthcoming events

East Anglia Gala, Sculthorpe 19th/20th July.

Tynemouth Mini Rally, Newcastle Town Moor 27th July.

Martin reported that Ken Gibson is recovering from his quadruple heart bypass.
RADIO CONTROL

Frank Scullion reported on some aerobatic competition successes.
24th/25th May, Criterium International de Hainaut in Belgium, 4th Kevin Caton (Teesside)

8th June, Festival of Flight, Barkston Heath, FAI aerobatics, 4th Bob Wasson (Teesside), Advanced class 1st Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA), IMAC Unlimited Class 4th Tony Robinson (Chester le Street), Freestyle, 1st Tony Robinson.
22nd June 3rd BMFA Centralised Comp, Ashbourne, 2nd Kevin Caton

28th June, Skelbrooke, FAI 2nd Kevin Caton, 4th Bob Wasson.

Next event is the Triple Crown held at Leicester on 4th, 5th, 6th July.

CONTROL LINE

Results from the Festival of Flight, Barkston Heath, 8th June:

F2D combat ,1st Dave Riley, 2nd Martin Johnson.
F2B stunt, 3rd Barry Robinson

INDOOR

The Indoor Nats will be held at RAF Digby on 19th, 20th, 21st of September.
The final of the Gyminie Cricket Challenge will take place at the Manchester Velodrome on October 18th.

There will be no August indoor meeting at the Churchill College venue due to the school holidays. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tony Eden brought up some issues regarding the use of Albemarle including the rules regarding gate security and the availability of the combination lock.  Tom Jones will issue a new document setting out the rules and responsibilities for the use of Albemarle.
John French warned about issues regarding wear and tear on buddy box connections.

Delegates were asked to canvass opinion from their clubs regarding any demand for a Chairman’s Conference.

The issue of Area support for North East GB team members was discussed.  It was agreed to sponsor first time team members to the tune of £100 each.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:24pm
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 6th AUGUST 2008 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 

Notice to all clubs.

Enclosed with these minutes is a poster for the Great North Fly-in.  Please help to publicise this event within your club and encourage your members to attend.
Please note the following additional information not on the poster:

The site will be open from 08:00am but please do not run ic engines before 10:00am

B certs are required for jets.
