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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 6th July 2005 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT

Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow)
Y
P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
N

Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
Y
Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)
Y

Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
Y
Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
Y

Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
Y
Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)
N

CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Chester le Street, Guisborough, Shildon, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastrians, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Stokesley ME, Newcastle Electric, Weardale MGA, Sunderland, NE Helicopters
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Ken Roper (Tyne and Wear), Tom Jones (Teesside) 

CORRECTIONS TO JUNE MINUTES

In the Indoor report it should read that Stuart Shorthouse is considering holding a FROG precision event in the hangar at the Nats.  In AOB, Bill Roper should read Ken Roper.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Ray Croucher (Washington)

SECONDED:
 Doug Miller (Boldon)

MATTERS ARISING

None.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Terry advised that the CO of Albemarle Barracks is moving on.  He will be advised when the new CO is in place and will endeavour to establish contact.  Hopefully this will mean we can get back to a more relaxed relationship with the Army.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

None.

TREASURER’S REPORT

None.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Allan is aware of around 23 entries to the Flight Challenge with three entries from North East schools.  

At the “Science is great” week at the University of Teesside 223 helicopters were built during the week.
PRO’S REPORT

Not present.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan gave an account of the Area Council held in June.  One item covered by Allan, the adoption of the C Certificate Fixed Wing, prompted a great deal of discussion.  Terry Bailey read out a communication he had received from Paul Conlin of Blyth club that among other things expressed concerns over the competence of examiners to take this test and the lack of consultation with Club Examiners.  On the latter issue it was pointed out that draft copies of the C Cert proposal were distributed to Club Secretaries and Area Chief Examiners prior to this Council.  However the issue of having a test examined by someone who in many cases would not be competent to do it themself was the subject of a lot of discussion.  Fears about this advanced test being the “thin edge of the wedge” were also expressed.  Gary Armstrong balanced this opinion by reporting that the SAA have had a similar scheme (SAA Gold) for years with no signs of it being imposed as a requirement for events etc.  John French reported that a C Cert Helicopter was also in preparation.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Not present.

RADIO CONTROL

None. 

CONTROL LINE

Dave Riley reported on some recent competitions.

F2D combat at Glasgow had to be abandoned due to the weather.

Another F2D, this time at Albemarle was won by Mike Whillance with Martin Coe second and Mervyn Jones third. 

The GB team will be in action shortly at the European Championships.

INDOOR

The Churchill College event in July clashes with the Flight Challenge but Doug Miller will take over in Stuart Shorthouse’ absence.

Allan reported that the Nunthorpe meeting was struggling with poor attendances.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Martin Johnson reported that it was quite difficult to keep the gate secure during events at Albemarle as it meant a lot of going backwards and forwards to let people in.  He suggested that the Area purchase a combination lock that could be applied to the gate together with a contact mobile number.  Any one requiring access would phone the contact to be told the combination.  The idea was put to the vote with 13 for, none against and 1 abstention.

Stuart Shorthouse mentioned that a Summer School to held at St Leonards School will be supported by Manny Williamson, BMFA Development Officer.

Dave Riley had an update on the status of model flying on Tow Law Fell.  He had spoken to the Ranger and other people present at the hand over day to the new owners of the Fell.  The new owners have no objection to model flying except during the breeding season of March to June inclusive.  Flyers are also requested not to park on the Fell.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.07 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 3rd AUGUST 2005

AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW STARTING 8.00 PM

www.northeasternbmfa.co.uk
