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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 3rd June 2009 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham

OFFICERS PRESENT

Y
Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
N
P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
N
Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Secretary:  Peter Watson (Washington MFC)
Y
Education Co-ordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y
Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
Y
Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

Y
Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)

Old Fellows, Guisborough, Sunderland, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Cleveland Indoor, Cramlington, Novocastria, Tynemouth, Gateshead, Hartlepool, Weardale MGA.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

PRO.

CORRECTIONS TO PREVIOUS MINUTES

In Chairman’s Report,, end of 2nd line and 3rd line should read”… risk assessments in principle and that the Owen Pugh Company has not, as yet, taken up the option to purchase the site.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Tom Maddison (Guisborough)

SECONDED:
T Bailey (Fellow, Sunderland)

MATTERS ARISING

Brian Collin’s application to hold an electric only event at the Teesside MFC site has been rejected by the membership.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

Area Delegate was unable to attend the last area council meeting, due to his present workload. Chairman has been unable to contact him by telephone, so has sent an email asking if he would like to stand down, temporarily, as delegate and PRO. As yet no reply has been received.

Alan Gorham has agreed to take the post of delegate, should Tom accept the offer of “temporary relief”.

Chairman reported that Terry Aydon, a Novocastria member, following his victory in this year’s event, was refused permission to have his photograph taken with the Bowden Trophy. He is, apparently more than slightly upset about this and has indicated that he might not attend the AGM for presentation of the trophy. Chairman asked the Records Officer, who was involved in the matter for an explanation. Records Officer replied that, strictly speaking, although Terry had just won the event, he was not due to hold the trophy until the presentation at the AGM. His period of tenure would thus be for AGM to AGM, not from the day of victory. He reported that the current holder was not keen to allow Terry to have a photograph taken whilst he was still the holder.  Eventually the present incumbent allowed the photograph, but insisted on being in the photograph with Terry. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT

None

TREASURER’S REPORT

Proforma Invoice for hire of toilets for the Great North Fly In has been received. To allow payment by cheque, this must be processed ASAP.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

A workshop (rocketry) is to be held with Gosforth Scouts, in connection with the Duke of Edinburgh Award. The scout leader has asked if they could attend the Great North Fly In, to launch their rockets. It was agreed that they could do this, subject to the wind direction on the day.

Education co-ordinator is to attend a meeting of the 2040 ATC at Richmond on Thursday, 4th June. Intention is to help with their Gyminy Cricket program.

PRO’S REPORT

None.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

In the absence of  the delegate’s report, the Chairman presented a precis of the minutes for the areas council meeting. 

· Membership fees will be reduced from 1st July for the remainder of the year, as is usual.

· Following the abortive attempt in 2008, the Bingo lottery will be relaunched in September. Any funds from the lottery must be used for specific, agreed purposes, such as grass roots sporting activities. The BMFA intend to buy a number of RC trainers and equipment, to be used by clubs willing to participate in a national training programme. Other disciplines may apply for funding, on a similar basis. Chairman expressed his opinion that a general DVD on Aeromodelling might be a better idea.

· CRB clearance is currently a very complicated procedure. This is to be streamlined. Geoff Armstrong (Gateshead) reported that his current CRB clearance had been returned “because the BMFA no longer processed such clearances”. Chairman commented that, because the BMFA processed leas than 100 applications/year, their authority was automatically withdrawn. This means that all applications through the BMFA now have to be passed to an external body, which must be paid for by the BMFA. However, the cost is not passed directly to the applicant.

· Leicester office photocopier is worn out. The possibility of buying a replacement (At £15K still, apparently cheaper than rental) is being considered.

· The BMFA Development Officer (or an appointed deputy) may now attend public shows, without prior warning, to ensure that safety precautions are satisfactory.

Chairman, with Records Officer will attend the next Council Meeting on 7th June.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

The death of Larry Conover, one of the participants in the marathon 12 round fly off at the 1960 World FF Championships was reported.

Brian Martin was 2nd in the Stonehenge Cup Salisbury, May 9th and 10th.

At the BMFA FF Nationals, Terry Aydon won the Bowden Trophy, with a near perfect score; Mick Quinn and Allan Brown were 1st and 2nd in the Sir John Shelley Cup and Ron Pollard won the Vintage Rubber event.

4th Area centralised competition is to be held on 14th June.

RADIO CONTROL

At the 2nd  BMFA Centralised event on 17th May, Teesside members Kevin Caton placed 5th in the FAI team league event and Bob Wasson was 4th in the domestic FAI event.

A GBRCAA competition was held at Mansfield an 24th May. Bob Wasson placed 3rd in the FAI event and Gerhard Fehringer of Blyth was 3rd in Intermediate..

A further GBRCAA competition was held at Stansted on 31st May. Gary Armstrong of Newcastle MFA placed 1st in the Masters events, gaining a first set of promotion points. Richard Smith (junior) of Gateshead was competing in first F3A competition and, despite the strong crosswind and an attack of nerves, improved his score on every round to finish 1st. T add insult to injury, he then won the pilot’s raffle!

Next events are at the Festival of Flight (Barkston 7th June); 3rd centralised at Ashbourne on 21st June and a domestic competition at Skelbrooke on 27th June.

CONTROL LINE

Second F2D centralised event at Cramlington, 10th May was won by Merv Jones. Dave Riley and Martin Johnson tied for  2nd place.

Next events at the Festival of Flight (Barkston 7th June)

Boldon Carrier Deck Workshop to be held on 4th and 5th July at Fulwell site. Contact Doug Miller..

INDOOR

Flight Challenge 20th July.

This month’s Cleveland Indoor meeting will have a D-Day theme.

 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Next meeting at Albemarle will be on 7th June, organised by Boldon Club. 

A further booking, in the area’s name only at present, has been made for 14th June. As yet this option has not been taken and the booking will be cancelled if not taken  by next week. 

Secretary commented that a vote should have been taken at the May meeting, regarding the application for an electric only event for Albemarle. As this application is now withdrawn, it was suggested that the vote should be whether single use events should be allowed at Albemarle. Terry Bailey (Sunderland) proposed that all bookings for Albemarle should be open to all disciplines. A vote was taken and passed 12 for with 1 abstention.

Terry Bailey expressed thanks to the Teesside Club for the organisation of their show on 30/31st May.

Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA) thanked all participants at the LMA event at Long Horsley.

Terry Bailey commented that he felt the intention (by the new BMFA News editor) to omit obituaries from the magazine after the current issue. These would be posted on the website only. Chairman commented that, whilst he realised that valuable column inches were taken up by obituaries, not all had access to the BMFA website. Both considered that obituaries in short form should be published in the BMFA News, with longer obituaries on the website only.

Tony Eden (Weardale MGA) reported that, as he will be abroad towards the end of 2009, he would not be able to act as an auditor this year. Chairman noted this and commented that a new auditor would require to be appointed.

Chairman commented that, with the PRO’s current heavy workload, a replacement co-ordinator was required for the Great North Fly In. When there were no volunteers, he commented that unless someone was prepared to take over from the PRO, then it may be necessary to cancel this year’s event 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:00pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 3rd JUNE 2009 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 

Note: following the meeting, after a discussion between Allan Weighell, Peter Watson and Terry Bailey, Peter Watson agreed to act as co-ordinator for the Great North Fly In.

