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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 1st July 2009 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham

OFFICERS PRESENT

Y
Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
N
P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
N
Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Secretary:  Peter Watson (Washington MFC)
Y
Education Co-ordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y
Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
Y
Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

Y
Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)

Teesside, Shildon, Sunderland, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Cleveland Indoor, Cramlington, Novocastria, Tynemouth, Hartlepool, North East Helicopters.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

PRO, Tom Maddison (Guisborough), Martin Johnson (Old Fellows), Tony Oliver (Peterlee).

CORRECTIONS TO PREVIOUS MINUTES

Don Pitt (Teesside) and Stuart Shorthouse (Shildon) omitted from apologies for absence. Flight Challenge 20th June, not July as written. Incorrect date for next meeting. Terry Bailey’s (Fellow, Sunderland) comment in AYOB should have read “Terry Bailey commented on the intention (by the new BMFA News editor) to omit obituaries from the magazine after the current issue.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Alan Gorham (Cramlington)

SECONDED:
T Bailey (Fellow, Sunderland)

MATTERS ARISING

Terry Bailey (Fellow, Sunderland) reported that Terry Aydon thought the report on the debacle following his Bowden Trophy win might have been a little more critical. However, he accepts that some diplomacy was required in this matter.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

Chairman will not be able to attend the August meeting as he will be on holiday.

Chairman has spoken to the PRO/Delegate regarding his absence from monthly meetings. PRO explained that, whilst his workload is still high, he would like to remain as delegate for the moment, as he hopes to be able to resume his duties soon. Unfortunately he will be holiday in September, so will miss both the Great North Fly In and the September Full Council Meeting. Chairman asked Alan Gorham(Cramlington) if he could attend as alternate, but Alan will also be on holiday at this time. Mike Bell (Hartlepool) agreed to attend, providing his work requirements can be adjusted to fit around the date. He will check and report back ASAP.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Various reports have been received form Allan Davidson (Cramlington Secretary) concerning he organisation required for the Great North Fly In. Secretary is meeting Allan next Tuesday to progress matters.

TREASURER’S REPORT

An invoice has been received from Leicester Office for goods sold at the Teesside Show. This was passed to the Teesside Delegate for payment by the Teesside Club. The invoice for toilets at the Great North Fly In and support for team members will be paid this month.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

The Flight Challenge on 20th June was well attended. The ATC 2040 team (Richmond) took silver in Elite: bronze in Senior and were second overall.

PRO’S REPORT

None.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

In the absence of  the delegate’s report, the Chairman presented a precis of the areas council meeting. 

· Revisions to General Handbook were passed “on the nod”

· NE Area Chairman reported comments on obituaries decision and suggested that a column of 2 line obituaries could be put into BMFA News, with full obituaries on the web site, as discussed at the May area meeting. Response was negative.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

There were no successes for NE Area fliers in the  4th Area centralised competition on 14th June.

FF World Championships are to be held on 19-26 July. There will be a two day World Cup event before the championships.

Tynemouth Mini Rally on Newcastle Town Moor August 2nd.

RADIO CONTROL

At the IMAC UK event, 23-24 May (Tyrella, NI). Tony Robinson (Chester le Street member) placed 5th in unlimited and 8th in freestyle (this result was not available for the June report).

The Festival of Flight on 7th June was cancelled due to inclement weather, as was the local IMAC event on the same day.

Kevin Caton (Teesside member) placed 17th at an international event in Romilly, France.

At the 3rd BMFA centralised event on 21st June, Kevin Caton (Teesside member) placed 3rd in the PO9/FO9 team  league event. Bob Wasson (Teesside member) placed 5th in PO9 domestic league event.

At the domestic competition held at Skelbrooke on the 27th June, Bob Wasson placed 3rd in FAI, Gerhard Fehringer (Blyth member) placed 3rd in intermediate and Richard Smith (Gateshead junior member) won the Clubman event, narrowly missing his first set of promotion points.

In July there is the Triple Crown event at Stranraer on 4th and 5th; the 4th BMFA centralised event at Newington on 19th, with a domestic event at Warboys on the same day. Details from Gary Armstrong (Vice Chairman).

CONTROL LINE

None

INDOOR

BMFA Indoor Nationals to be held on 18-20 September at RAF Digby.

Chairman is attending Indoor Eurochamps in Belgrade on 9-16 August.

Because of Stuart Shorthouse will cease to run the events at Churchill after the summer break. Chairman gave a vote of thanks to Stuart for his stalwart efforts over the last 8 years. There will be no meeting in August, due to school holidays and, should participants wish to continue using this venue on a club, rather than area basis, then they should make arrangements before the start of the new session in September.
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Next meetings at Albemarle will be on 19th July, 9th August and 23rd August, organised by Boldon Club. Due to MOD requirements, Albemarle will not be available from last week in July to the second week in  August.

Alan Gorham (Cramlington) reported that BEFA is to be wound up at the end of the current membership year. It is considered that electric flight is now mainstream such an organisation is no longer necessary.

Records Officer asked about the lack of  an attendance sheet with the June minutes. Secretary replied that there had been no attendance sheet with the minutes since he took the post in December 2008. Records Officer asked if this could be done. Secretary replied that it would be difficult as his scanner was not operational. Records Officer said that Leicester Office would make copies. It was pointed out that the area needed to retain a copy and that the email recipients would require an electronic copy, both difficult without a scanner. Records Officer proposed that the copy of attendance record should be included with the minutes. It was pointed out that the Records Officer, as a non delegate, could not make a proposal to the meeting. Terry Bailey (Fellow, Sunderland) commented that the minutes listed the committee members present and the clubs attending i.e. the area executive and that a list of the observers was not necessary with the minutes. Chairman agreed with this and said that we should maintain the status quo.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:00pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 5TH AUGUST 2009 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 

A meeting to progress organisation of the Great North Fly In followed the area meeting. This will be minuted separately.

