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The 5th Geordie Nats got of to a poor start this year due to the date having to be changed at short notice, from September 5th to August 1st pulled forward by 8 weeks. The date change was due to manoeuvres on the airfield that we use to host this event. This resulted in a decreased attendance of both pilots and spectators. Sadly Alex Whittaker from the R.C.M.E. was unable to attend, but on a happier note it was nice to see Alan Weighell FSMAE and Area Delegate, running around the airfield again, we all wish him well. The weather was great with brilliant sunshine, blue skies and a gentle breeze, everyone who attended thoroughly enjoyed the day, and we had displays from: 

RC fixed wing with about 23 pilots, flying of the peg all having several flights. Models included several jets, fun-flyers, scale, sports and aerobatic aeroplanes. More Than enough variety to keep the spectators interested. These figures reflect a decrease of about half the amount of pilots who attended last year’s event, with a large number of pilots coming into the area to fly. We hope that 2005 will see the figures for pilots back in the 40’s, with a lot more pilots from the local clubs. Thanks to the RC Fixed wing pilots for helping Annette in the TX control tent, she states had an enjoyable day and will be back next year to help again. Hopefully I will be flying next year so come and enjoy the chance to fly from tarmac and give your support to your area.

RC Helicopters this year’s event for the Helicopter competition was short but sweet due to the NAT, S. Being brought forward, we only had half the pilots compared to last year and very little spectators. But overall a very good day and good flying by all, hopefully we will have a better turn out next year, we had a nice donation of prizes this year from the Northeast R/C Helicopter Club & MODELACIVE (Chester moor) who give 10% discount to all BMFA Members.
The winners are as follows: Keith Chapman (novelty) Dave Duncan (scale) Martin Purvis (electric). Well done to all pilots that entered.
Report by Bryan Alderson, N.E. R/C HELICOPTER CLUB,
                   www. nerchc.org    www.modelactive.co.uk 
Control line attendances were well down this year in control line circles, mainly due to flyers having previous commitments to support other events outside the area. Although many spectators and participants in the Bowden trophy and chuck glider events were able to stop at the runway intersection, on route to their own venues and enjoy some excellent displays of stunt flying. Provided by well know local pilot, Barry Robinson (6 times British aerobatic champion), successful in national and world championship circles. Paul M’c Peak and some of his fellow Novacastrian friends were also displaying their team racing skills. Scale control line and carrier deck competitions were also arranged although there was little support for these events, much to the disappointment of the organisers and Noel Stephenson, who offered his services as judge despite having limited mobility, due to a snapped Achilles Tendon. Basic Carrier deck was the only competition finally flown with only 3 entries, one per trophy. Control line Combat always a spectacular spectator event was sadly missing this year. I have to say that sadly this was not the best year for control line at the Geordie Nats but we area looking forward to next year.

Report by Doug Miller Boldon M.A.C.

Free flight an entry of 9 sport flyers competed in the free flight precision event; this is based on a target time of 45 seconds, timed from release of model to touchdown. The clear winner was Tony Oliver who showed his consistency with times of 49.8 on his first flight, and an unbelievable 45 seconds on his second flight. Tony was flying a Quadraplane named Kwod powered by a Paw55. Second place was hotly contested between Lionel Mays flying an own design model, powered by an E.D.146 and veteran free-flighter John Sayers, who took 3rd place, flying a Mills 1.3 powered K.K. outlaw. Lionel’s time was 43.96 seconds, which just piped John’s time of 43.85 seconds.

Chuck Glider had 8 competitors, 7 of these were from the Washington Club and Winner Jack Patterson followed by Ken Roper and Terry Bailey. Another close competition with 2 seconds covering the first 3 places. Conditions were perfect for free flight; Hot with a very slight breeze and a good crowd of vocal supporters watched the 2 competitions

Reports by Terry Bailey FSMAE North Eastern Area Chairman

Unfortunately Harry Harper, a member of Northeast RC Helicopter Club, collapsed, with a suspected heart attack, on the Helicopter flight line and the Great North Air Ambulance was called to airlift him to Wansbeck District Hospital. Where he was diagnosed as having a muscular spasm. We are pleased to say that Harry is now at home and making a good recovery (thanks to Harry for arranging a full size heli display) As a token of their appreciation, The Club has made a donation of £100 to the Great North Air ambulance fund.  Both the club and the organisers wish Harry good health in the future, and look forward to seeing him in the 2005 Geordie Nats.
The Geordie Nats is the only event ran by the North Eastern Area and should get a lot more support than was received; hopefully next year we will get the support we deserve. The organising committee put a great deal of effort into planning this event, sorting all the trophies and raffle prizes, to name just two of a long list of jobs to be done to ensure that the Area keeps this event running. Remember you only need an A cert to fly in this event, as it is not open to the public, but you do need a B cert to stand with you, and there are always plenty of pilots willing to assist. So put a mark in your diary for early September 2005 AND SUPPORT YOUR AREA.

Thanks to all our sponsors: 

The Model Shop Newcastle who provided raffle prizes and the                                        prestigious Lutman Trophy, 

Micro-mold (David Stapleton Engineering), 

Alan’s Models in Whitley bay, 

Motors And Rotors. 

For their donations which where used as raffle prizes. 

Subscriptions where gratefully received from all the model Magazine publishers, many thanks to one and all and apologies if I have omitted any one.

 Thanks to all who attended whether it by as a pilot or spectator, and in particular I would like to thank all the flight line marshals, gate personnel, Public Announcement staff and my fiancée Annette who ran for her first time the TX control. And Finally thanks to the Geordie Nats organiser’s for arranging a prestigious event, and giving us mere mortals, with A certificates, a chance to fly in front of a large crowd. Lets hope that next year the organisers are inundated with requests to fly.
Thomas Jones 

North Eastern Area PRO

