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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 7th February 2007 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)
Hartlepool, Guisborough, Novocastria, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Sunderland, Tynemouth, Blyth, Old Fellows Flying Association, Washington,  Chester le Street, Cleveland Indoor, Teesside, Shildon, Esk Valley Soarers, Tyne and Wear
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Tony Eden (Weardale MGA)
CORRECTIONS TO JANUARY MINUTES

None
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Ray Croucher (Washington)
SECONDED:
Stuart Shorthouse (Shildon)
MATTERS ARISING

Allan Weighell (Fellow) advised that the Indoor Technical Committee were still looking for a venue for competition flying.  After a number of potential sites were suggested it was requested that some preliminary research on these venues be undertaken and brought to the next meeting.
Terry Bailey (Fellow) confirmed that the Albemarle bookings requested last month were confirmed.  Terry went on to relate a conversation he had with the Army contact.  Apparently the use of smoke systems on models has caused concern to Army personnel who have been on the verge of initiating fire alerts.  In order to avoid any future confusion it was decided to cease the use of these systems at future Albemarle fly ins.  Would all Club Delegates please advise their club members that with immediate effect smoke systems must not be used at Albemarle.  If any exceptions (eg Geordie Nats) are negotiated with the Army then the flight line directors will advise accordingly.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (written report)
On Saturday Allan and I went to Leicester to the Areas Council, it was another long day not getting home till about 7.45pm. I’ll be back there on 4h march for the Nationals infrastructure planning meeting, so if any one has any ideas they think might improve things let me know and I will present them. Lots of mail now starting to arrive via the office from all the other areas and specialist committees I keep you posted if I think anything is relevant to our area. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Mike had received the licence for Albemarle for signature and had requested a cheque from the Treasurer to send to Defence Estates.  Mike also confirmed that the rebate for the four unused events had been included.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Tom confirmed that he had written a cheque for the Albemarle licence and that he was distributing expense forms to be collected in at the next meeting.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Regarding the venue for the Flight Challenge, no reply had been received from Duxford.  A fall back venue had been arranged for the hangar at Barkston Heath during the Midland Festival of Flight event.  Allan also confirmed that it had been agreed that for the Elite class, any propeller could be used.
PRO’S REPORT  (written report)
Many thanks to Brian Martin for the free flight calendar and the second reminder, the web site is up to date with December’s minuets January will go on after they have been accepted as a true record. Free flight calendar is posted as is the Geordie Nats review. The only page lacking is the events page if you email me your events I will post them.

Soon we will have an areas page on the official BMFA web site, this will consist of 2 pages the first carrying all the details of the area  the committee and meetings. The second page will be a news page where someone in the area, probably the PRO, can post items of interest from the area i.e. Event reviews, upcoming events or just about anything this page will be edited before the new posts become live.

BMFA News - once again our area submitted a couple of articles one I did on page 16 and an excellent review of the Fun fly event by Mike Bell on pages 27 and 28.
DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan gave an account of the January Full Council meeting.  Once again there is a good representation of NE fliers in the international teams.  Allan also confirmed that the Collins / Hawes cross channel record had been ratified.
There was also a report on the Areas Council meeting which included the following:

· Concerns have been expressed regarding ARTF models weighing over 20kg.  These can not be inspected by LMA for integrity during manufacture so Tech Sec has suggested that there should be a manufacturer’s certificate supplied with such models.
· Midland Area has been given permission to try out “virtual meetings” ie via the internet.

· Regarding Area Chief Examiner (ACE) appointments, there is a new proposal to consider (see AOB of these minutes).

· Current membership 25,300 with 701 clubs
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Brian announced that there is a full contest calendar now available on the Area web site.  The season starts in March with the 1st Area Centralised on 4th March.
As previously reported, Allan Jack is tied for 3rd place for the World Champs team.  A fly off has been arranged to take place at the Maxmen event in California.
RADIO CONTROL

None. 
CONTROL LINE

None.

INDOOR

Stuart Shorthouse is hoping to organise a “Dart boomerang” event, possibly to be run in May.  The final details are to be announced later but it is likely to involve a take off from a target circle, a minimum flight time of around 35 sec with the winner having a landing closest to the circle.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Terry Bailey (Fellow) advised that the Army were keen to get bookings for Albemarle placed as early as possible as there are now a lot of organisations wanting to use this facility.  It is suggested that bookings should be placed at least one month in advance of the event, preferably much earlier.  The date for the Geordie Nats was discussed and it was suggested that it should be put back one week to two weeks after the Power Nats ie 9th September.
Tom Walker raised a concern about the Toyota Yaris advert on TV in which an aeroplane is deliberately crashed in a public park.  Although most people see the amusing side of the ad it has aspects that sends wrong impressions.
With the Albemarle licence fees now known the issue of hire fees to be charged to clubs organising events was discussed.  It was proposed that the fee should be £50 with clubs paying £35 and the Area making up the rest.  Proposed by Terry Bailey, Seconded by Gary Armstrong,  15 votes for, 0 against, 1 abstention – motion carried.

The alternative proposal regarding ACE nominations was discussed with handouts circulated to aid the discussion.  After some discussion it was concluded that the North East Area supports the suggested amendment.

Mr Anderson of Esk Valley Soarers gave an account of the situation at Carlton Bank slope soaring site where the airspace is shared with models, hang gliders and paragliders.  The owner of the site has another potential area for soaring nearby but its suitability is in some doubt.  The owner is happy to have all forms of soaring take place on his property but does not want to take any part in the control of these activities.  The onus is very much on the part of the fliers involved with the safety of the manned craft taking the highest priority. 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:53 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 7th MARCH 2007
AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 

