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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 1st February 2006 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Chester le Street, Guisborough, Shildon, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastrians, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Sunderland, Tynemouth, Tyne and Wear, Blyth, Old Fellows Flying Association, Newcastle Electric, Weardale MGA, Durham Helicopter Club
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Ray Croucher (Washington)
CORRECTIONS TO JANUARY MINUTES

All references to Geoff Armstrong should have read Gary Armstrong.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Frank Scullion (Blyth)
SECONDED:
 Jack Patterson (Washington)
MATTERS ARISING

Gary Armstrong had not yet received a CV from Keith Chapman to support his nomination for Area Chief Examiner.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Terry welcomed Richard Anderson of Durham Helicopters to the meeting.  
The bookings on 12th February and 2nd July at Albemarle have been confirmed.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

Mike Bell confirmed that we have received a fully signed licence for Albemarle for 2006. 
TREASURER’S REPORT

None.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Details of new rules and classes etc for the Flight Challenge have now been published.
The ongoing work with Blackfyne School has moved on to rocketry and many of the students have proved to be very capable.

PRO’S REPORT

Tom has received some details of club talks etc for the website.
As he was unavailable to attend the next Areas Council meeting as Chairman alternate, Tom suggested that John French could take his place.  The Chairman had no objections.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan reported on the Full Council meeting of the 7th January including the following points.
· A new Society PRO, Stuart Marsden has been co-opted.

· A steering committee has been put in place to aid the setting up of a BMFA owned web site.
· Discussions on new terms of reference for the Awards Committee have been carried forward to the May Council meeting.

· The new Chairman of the Royal Aero Club attended the meeting to introduce himself and make a short presentation.

· The Tech Sec made a statement on 2.4 GHz radio equipment.  Equipment that will be available in this country will be of limited use for aircraft due to limited range.  This is because the power will be limited to 10mW (in the USA it can be transmitted at 1W).

· There are to be some minor changes to CAP 658.  There is also a proposal to introduce another weight category of 75kg above which more stringent inspections will be required.  There is also to be a mandatory requirement for reporting of incidents of all types of R/C models crashing behind the display line as well as behind the crowd line.

A few points from the Executive Officers Meeting were also reported including:
· The proposed site at the NEC for the ETOC competition has been assessed as OK.  Sponsors for this event are being sought.

At the next Areas Committee meeting a new document on The Radio Control Achievement Schemes will be put forward for ratification.  

Tony Eden asked if there was to be an updated handbook published this year.  Allan confirmed that he expects it will be published sometime in the first half of the year. 

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Brian announced there will be another Tynemouth Chuck Glider competition on 5th February on Newcastle Town Moor.  A calendar of events has been forwarded to the PRO for the web-site.
RADIO CONTROL

Frank Scullion issued a reminder on the handicap pylon event taking place on 12th February at Albemarle.  He also asked for a booking at Albemarle for Sunday 14th May.  The events taking place will be confirmed later but is likely to include Club 2000 pylon.
CONTROL LINE

None.

INDOOR

Dates for the next events were confirmed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tom Maddison said that Guisborough club were disappointed that the Development Officer had not yet responded to their request that he write to the Eskdale Soarers regarding their unapproved use of sites licenced to Guisborough.
Martin Johnson (Old Fellows) pointed out that at the various Nats events there are often Juniors competing directly with Seniors with probably little prospect of winning.  He proposed that there should be a certificate awarded to all Junior entrants to recognise and reward their efforts.  The meeting agreed this was a good suggestion.  Allan Weighell suggested that this proposal needed to be on a Tech Committee agenda.  Martin was tasked with drafting a proposal for the next meeting.
John French advised that certificates for any Area event could be printed on application to the Leicester office.

Dick Wilson (Chester le Street) asked for clarification regarding who receives any profits from Albemarle events eg the organising club or the Area.  A number of alternatives were put forward and discussed.  Terry Bailey brought the discussions to a halt and made the following proposal:
The Area will underwrite any shortfall in money collected for events (up to £50) and any profit made will be kept by the organising club.  This arrangement will stay in place for a trial period of 1 year.

Proposed: Terry Bailey (Chairman), Seconded Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA).  For 15, Against 0, Abstentions 4 – carried by a majority.
Dick reported that the combination lock and phone no system for entry into Albemarle worked well but advised that it is important to give the combination to people leaving the event as well.  He went on to thank all those that attended the January event, there were 34 transmitters booked in on the day.

A lengthy discussion ensued after Dick mentioned that only flyers were charged a contribution towards the airfield hire.  There were some opinions that if non-flyers were present the event could be construed to be a display and B cert requirements would come into force.  Others suggested that only card carrying BMFA members should be allowed on the airfield while others argued that this was too restrictive.  Gary Armstrong offered the opinion that there was a clear distinction between charges made towards airfield hire and charges made for the purposes of spectating at a display.  As the time was getting late the Chairman brought the discussion to a halt and said this subject would be discussed again at the next meeting.

Gary Armstrong noted that a couple of R/C buggies were being run at the January Albemarle meeting and asked if this was OK.  The Chairman said that this had been brought up some years before when the Army complained that this was not covered by our licence and as a result the running of R/C cars at flying events is strictly not allowed.

Ian Jones (Teesside) had rung Gary to ask that it be made known that a Squadron Leader from RAF Leeming would be giving a talk at Synthonia Club on 23rd of February and all were welcome.

The LMA event at Longhorsely is confirmed for 28th to 29th May (see events list).

Gary Armstrong said he would be available to give advice on Achievement Scheme matters and take examiners tests etc on request.  He can be contacted on 0191 2672707 or gary.armstrong13@btinternet.com

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.55 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 1st March 2006
AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW STARTING 8.00 PM

