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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 4th February 2009 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham

OFFICERS PRESENT

Y
Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
N
P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
N
Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Secretary:  Peter Watson (Washington MFC)
Y
Education Co-ordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y
Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
Y
Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

Y
Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)

Hartlepool, Old Fellows, Guisborough, Sunderland, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastria, Weardale MGA, Tynemouth, Gateshead, Teesside MFC

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

R. Wilson (Chester le Street); S. Shorthouse (Shildon); T. Jones (Teesside).

CORRECTIONS TO JANUARY MINUTES

Shildon omitted from list of clubs; Allan Davison’s name spelt incorrectly; Mayor of  Cramlington reported instead of Mayor of Blyth Valley; Nunthorpe School listed as having 2 meetings in February, only meeting on 7th being correct; Churchill indoor meetings on 3rd Saturday of the month, not as listed in forthcoming events; Jo Halman (BMFA Comp. Secretary) reported that FAI licences had not increased in cost, as reported, but that a new information system was now in place. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
T Bailey (Sunderland)

SECONDED:
Tom Maddison (Guisborough)

MATTERS ARISING

None

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

PRO has asked if the unadopted minutes can be put onto the website. This considered to be OK as minutes marked as unadopted. Minutes are not corrected after adoption as corrections are listed in the next month’s minutes.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Twenty one have signed up for electronic minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Stuart Shorthouse is in hospital for an angiopasty.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Flight Challenge to go ahead his year. Royal Navy are sponsoring the event and will be in attendance, with a helicopter. Date to be arranged and there are no class changes this year.

Rocket flight project on Friday 13th February, with Allen Weighell and Margaret Smith as organisers. Rockets will be air driven, rather than pyrotechnic as the project is indoors.

PRO’S REPORT

An e-mail has been sent to the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight regarding a fly over for the Great North Fly In. Still awaiting a reply.

The free flight calendar for 2009 has been uploaded onto website. Thanks to Brian Martin for his assistance.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

Full council10.01.09

· Robin Sleights has been co-opted as Hon Secretary

· Names of junior entrants will be taken from entry forms and pre printed onto certificates. These will be given to CDs and spares will be available on request.

· Safety of free flight on night at Nationals was raised

· Simon Delaney becomes editor of BMFA News from 1st April

· Membership to date is very good at 18,500.

· The laser printers have reduced the work load of processing membership cards by 80-85%.

· Use of Barkston has been approved for the Flight Challenge. Sponsor is to be the Royal Navy, with sponsorship being comparable to BAE Systems.

· Allen Weighell and I voted against Item 13 (BMFA inspection of show events). Motion carried 6 against and 22 for. This stems from 1 or 2 shows that have been reported to be badly run and the BMFA area trying to protect OUE insurance premiums, they will not be running around trying to spy on all show just ones that are reported to be run in a manner that is not favourable towards aeromodelling. 

· Cottesmore looks lost to aeromodelling. This is of great concern to the RC pylon race/aerobatic and CL stunt/team race fraternities.

· Proposals from control line and indoor tech were passed. Silent flight proposal withdrawn and will be re-presented when wording is clarified.

· Aero towing with tugs over 7 KG nearly resolved. Regulations to be presented to CAA for approval.

Area’s Council 31.01.09

· Keith Miller appointed as Area’s council rep on awards committee by a  unanimous vote.

· Achievement scheme review committee are considering Jet & scale C certification.

· Limited edition pack of Darts all 6 are available from the office priced at £10.00 only 100 packs.

· Howard Minary from Northern Ireland is very ill.

· Northern Area are holding an Examiners Meet at Dishforth on 26th April. Entry forms can be downloaded from the Northern Area Web site

· Those wishing to aero tow with a tug over 7kg and above 400 ft  must liase with BMFA office to obtain an exemption.

· Western area objected to proposal passed at full council (Item 13) re.BMFA being able to come to shows and asses running and safety. The outcome was that the wording would be worked on and re-presented.

· Proposal for indoor A & B certification defeated.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Chuck glider competitions are to be held on Newcastle Town Moor on 15th and  1st March.  Contact Brian Martin. Area centralised FF meeting March 8th.

RADIO CONTROL

None

CONTROL LINE

None.

INDOOR

Next Nunthorpe meeting 7th February.

Next Churchill College meeting 21st February.

For NoCal competitions, plastic props MAY be used, not MUST as published.

Gateshead Club have obtained the use of  Lyndhurst Community Centre for indoor flying. Meetings to be held on February 10th and March 17th from 7:30pm to 9:30pm. Details on Gateshead Club website.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Frank Scullion, Blyth Valley Club delegate until last year, has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease.

Stuart Shorthouse is to have a quadruple bypass operation.

Re. aircraft lost in compound(s)  at Albemarle; as the keys to the compounds are held in Richmond, not at Albemarle, do not contact the guardroom  First contact to be made with Terry Bailey, who will arrange to have the model retrieved when keys are available.

Geoff Armstrong thanked all who attended their flyin in January. The meeting raised the full amount of £60.00, which has been passed to the Area Treasurer. Requested 29th March for next booking. This is now confirmed. A feature of the Gateshead Club meetings appears to be hot food service at a nominal cost. This has been appreciated in the current cold weather.

The hangar will not be available this year for evening activities at the Nationals.

Dave Phipps to be kept “in the loop” re. negotiations for the licence for Albemarle.

Allen Weighell proposed that a “Junior Workshop” be co-ordinated to enable all BMFA juniors to discuss aeromodelling problems with “more learned” juniors. Suggested that Martin Bell, Ben Johnson, and Richard Smith could form the nucleus.

Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA) reported that 6 teams from Northumbria University hope to take part in the heavy lift challenge.

Next meeting at Albemarle will be on 22nd February, organised by Novocastrians. 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 09:05pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 4th MARCH, 2009 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 

