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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 7th December 2005 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT

	Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow)
	N
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)
	Y

	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	Y

	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	Y

	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)
	Y


CLUBS REPRESENTED

Hartlepool, Hexham, Chester le Street, Guisborough, Shildon, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastrians, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Stokesley ME, Sunderland, Tynemouth, Tyne and Wear, Blyth, Old Fellows Flying Association, Newcastle Electric, Weardale MGA
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Terry Bailey, Fellow
CORRECTIONS TO NOVEMBER MINUTES

Line 1 of PRO report, “..over he winter..” should read “…over the winter…”.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Ray Croucher (Washington)
SECONDED:
 Tom Jones (PRO)
MATTERS ARISING

The Secretary advised that a licence to use Albemarle for 2006 had been received from Defence Estates.  The number of allowed events had been increased to 12 as agreed, but there is currently a stipulation that there is a maximum of 1 event per calendar month.  This has been questioned and the local contact at Albemarle believes this can be overcome.  There is also now a requirement to pay for the events in advance with a refund to be given for any events not used.  It was agreed to leave the hire rate for Clubs at £50 per event to help towards the licence preparation fee etc.
Tom Jones enquired if Chester le Street had made a booking for a fly-in as proposed last month.  This was confirmed and a general fly-in will be held on January 15th.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Not present.  Vice Chairman had nothing to report.  
SECRETARY’S REPORT

None. 
TREASURER’S REPORT

Tom Walker reported that the fee for the hire of Churchill Community College had been paid.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Allan reported that he is continuing to work with Blackfyne School in Consett.
PRO’S REPORT

None.
DELEGATE’S REPORT

Allan Weighell reported on some of the points from the Society AGM.
· The increase in membership fees was ratified despite the fact that our insurers did not ask for increased premiums as expected.

· The insurance excess will be increased from £20 to £50 per claim.

· By 2007 there will be a requirement for all clubs to have a Child Protection Policy in place.  Clubs not satisfying the requirements will be excluded from child protection insurance cover.

· Council have been tasked with finding a way to grant voting rights to the 11,000 Country Members who are currently excluded.

Allan also reported on some items from the Exec minutes

· BAE Systems have a new funding manager who has confirmed that the funds for the Flight Challenge are secure; however, funding for the University Payload Challenges is less clear.
· The Technical Secretary has reported that it is proving difficult to sue manufacturers over the sale of R/C equipment on inappropriate frequency bands.  This is because what is not a legal band in one country is legal in another.  The manufacturers have no control over where these items are sold.  In practical terms, therefore, it is the user who is responsible for ensuring that frequencies are not used illegally.
· Negotiations to use Cranwell for C/L centralised events look like they will be successful.

· The BMFA will support an R/C indoor (ETOC) event at the NEC show in 2006.

· Nominations have been submitted regarding Jo Hallman for a Royal Aero Club Certificate of Merit.   
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Brian announced there will be a Tynemouth Chuck Glider competition on 11th December.
RADIO CONTROL

There will be a Club 2000 and handicap pylon event held at Cramlington on Boxing Day.
CONTROL LINE

None.

INDOOR

Next events are at Churchill College on December 17th and Nunthorpe on 7th January.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mike Bell gave details of a Swapmeet to be held by the Catterick club on February 26th 2006.
Martin Johnson enquired who could test A and B cert Silent Flight candidates.  Gary Armstrong replied that A certs could be taken by any Club Examiner.  B certs can be taken by a Chief Examiner or by two Club Examiners so long as one is qualified as a Silent Flight Examiner.  Gary will advise on who is qualified as Silent Flight Examiners at the next meeting.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.50 pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 4th JANUARY 2006
AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW STARTING 8.00 PM

