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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 3rd December 2008 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham

OFFICERS PRESENT

Y
Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
Y
P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
Y
Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

Y
Secretary:  Peter Watson (Washington MFC)
Y
Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

Y
Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
Y
Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

Y
Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)

CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)

Hartlepool, Old Fellows, Guisborough, Sunderland, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Washington, Cramlington, Cleveland Indoor, Novocastria, Weardale MGA, Tynemouth, Peterlee, Gateshead. Tyne & Wear

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Teeside (Don Pitt)

CORRECTIONS TO OCTOBER MINUTES

In apologies for absence, Ian Russell's name spelled incorrectly

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Guisborough (Tom Maddison)

SECONDED:
Sunderland (Terry Bailey)

MATTERS ARISING

Records Officer (John French) explained that the matter regarding his budget had been resolved & would be reported at the next full council meeting.

Martin Johnson (Old Fellows) asked whether the Chairman had received a reply to his letter regarding the problem encountered  with the Gateshead website link & the issue of junior certificates. Chairman replied that the certificates had not been issued as Head Office had not been advised that juniors had participated. Martin Johnson (Oid Fellows) replied that such advice should not re required as Head Office should be able to correlate entries with membership status. Suggested that certificates should be ready to be given to junior participants at the prize giving. Chairman commented that not all junior entrants may participate in the event. Martin Johnson (Old Fellows) replied that, as junior participation in competitions was relatively low, then it should not be too much of an issue if a small number of certificates were prepared but not issued.

Chairman commented that the matter should be raised by the Area Delegate at the January Full Council Meeting.

Geoff Armstrong (Gateshead) reported that the problem with their website link had not been updated following a change, but had now been resolved.

Chairman reported that his letter about the Land Defence Agency was still unanswered. Area Delegate to pursue at the January Full Council Meeting. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

Chairman welcomed new secretary (Peter Watson). Reported that although the BMFA had organised an increase in the age for personal insurance to 75 (the normal cut-off point being 65), cover for members aged 80+ was not available at present. C.E.O. (David Phipps) is investigating possibility of increasing cover to this level, but this will involve an increase in premium. The Hon Sec. (Mike Goldby) has stood down, due to illness. Robin Sleight will be co-opted as Hon. Sec. at the next Full Council Meeting.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

None

TREASURER’S REPORT

The mandate for change of signatories should be completed ASAP. Tom Jones (Area Delegate) to be retained as a signatory to maintain continuity during the changeover period.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

None.

PRO’S REPORT

Web site has been updated. There are not many upcoming events on the site at present and if organisers advise PRO, he will put advertise them on the site.

Geoff Armstrong (Gateshead) has approached PRO for advice on obtaining a grant for the club. This has been done and , if any other club requires such assistance, the PRO would be only too pleased to assist.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

Report of 2008 AGM

· Budgets were under-spent last year, leaving a surplus of about £66,721. Consequently all budgets have been challenged this year and adjusted accordingly.

· Richard Doubleday, from Perkin Slade gave a review of our insurance claims. Last year we had 30 civil liability claims, compared to 25 this year. Claims for damage to fingers/thumbs were four last year and three this year. Although the number of claims has been reduced, the costs awarded are increasing. Additionally, the level of indemnity has been increased from £5M to £10M. The level per member has increased from £6.96 to £8.01 (includes £0.70 for the increased indemnity). Personal accident premium remains unchanged at £1.52 per member, Our insurers still consider the BMFA to be a good risk.

· Graham Lynn MBE (Hon. Member) and Jim Andrews  were both awarded Fellowships of the Society. Jim was amazed that the NE Area had put this forward so swiftly and without warning. He conveys his thanks to everyone in the area.

· John French (Hon. ember) was re-elected as Records Officer, polling 1075 votes against 519 for Steve Ogden.

· Hon.Sec. (Mike Goldby) unfortunately has stood down due to ill health. 

· Chris Moynahan was elected to the post of Vice Chairman.

· Allen Weighell was elected to the Indoor Tech Committee. This leaves one vacancy.

· Phil Ball, Peter Williams John Carter and Trevor Payne were elected to the FF Tech. Committee

· A proposal to allow postal ballots was passed unanimously.

· The next AGM will be on the 21st November, 2008 at the Hinckley Islands Hotel.

· The new Hon. Sec. will be co-opted at the January Full Council meeting.

FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

None

RADIO CONTROL

No delegate at present.

CONTROL LINE

None.

INDOOR

There will not be a meeting at Churchill in December. The school will be closed and Stuart Shorthouse was not advised until the last minute.

Next Nunthorpe meeting 6th December. Following meeting 7th February, 2009.

Next meeting at Prudhoe 17th December.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mike Bell (Hartlepool) advised that the current licence for Albemarle currently runs from April to April. He suggested that the application be for the period April to December, to bring the licence back to it's original period. He also suggested that he remain the contact person for  the remainder of the current licence, to avoid problems with the PSA.

Terry Bailey (Sunderland) suggested that we contact the Land Agency regarding the non availability of Albemarle in November, due to an exercise for most of the month. Terry was advised of this problem only 6 weeks prior to the event. David Riley suggested that we should try to have this date transferred to 2009 period.

Mike Bell asked if he could destroy the old hard copies of minutes. This was agreed.

David Riley commented on the, new to him, cost for a replacement  booklet for FAI licences.

Geoff Armstrong (Gateshead) asked if the new computer system at Head Office was now up and running. He was particularly concerned about the time it had taken for renewals in January 2008. John French replied that the system was in the final stages of installation and that a new, faster laser printer had been installed.

Terry Bailey (Sunderland)  proposed Gary Armstrong as RC Flying Discipline Secretary, seconded by Alan Gorham (Cramlington). Carried unanimously and Gary Armstrong co-opted.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 10:10pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 7th JANUARY, 2009 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 

