UNADOPTED MINUTES OF THE BMFA NORTH EAST AREA COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5th MARCH 2003

 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW,CO.DURHAM.

OFFICERS PRESENT

Chairman, Vice Chairman, Delegate, Secretary, PRO, Comp Sec. Treasurer. Education Co-ordinator.

CLUBS REPRESENTED

Teesside, Hexham, Gateshead, Blyth, Boldon, Guisborough, Cleveland Indoor, Shildon, Washington, Tyne & Wear, Sunderland, N.E.Helicopters, Chester le Street, Newcastle, Newcastle Electric, Weardale Model Glider Association, Tynemouth, Crook & District.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Hartlepool.

CORRECTIONS TO FEBRUARY MINUTES

None.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Proposed : Washington

Seconded : Blyth

MATTERS ARISING

The Delegate reported on a recent BMAC Challenge meeting where the omission of names on captions to photographs was discussed. We have a duty of care to all the children involved and therefore the rule of thumb adopted is: photographs – no names or: names – no photographs.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported on damage caused by protesters to crash gate 4A at Albemarle, but this will not prevent us using the airfield.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

None.

TREASURER’S REPORT

None.

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT

The Education Co-ordinator reported on the recent BMAC Clean down meeting, especially the discussions with British Aerospace regarding future sponsorship. It is thought that £15000 will be available to cover the BMAC Challenge and University Challenge for the next year.

P.R.O.’S REPORT

The PRO commented on the extensive coverage in the local press, relating to the success Teesside Club have enjoyed in obtaining local authority grants and offered his assistance, in formulating applications, to other Clubs. In addition any Club wishing to include items of interest in the BMFA News should initially send details to the PRO.

DELEGATE’S REPORT

The delegate commented on discussions at the Areas Council Meeting in February, which he had attended with the PRO, in the absence of the Chairman, who was unable to attend. Topics discussed included, the provision of incentives to promote the Achievement Scheme, the appointment of Area Chief Examiners as Area Chief Instructors, unless the individual concerned requested otherwise. There will also be a General Manager appointed at Leicester to relieve the work pressure on the Society’s Chief Executive. Membership now stands at 28003, about 2000 more than the same time last year.
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS’ REPORTS

FREE FLIGHT

The Competition Secretary gave details of forthcoming competitions this month. 

CONTROL LINE

None.

RADIO CONTROL

Plans are being drawn up, to celebrate 100 years of flight with a scale fly in at Albemarle in October.

INDOOR

The Education Co-ordinator gave details of forthcoming local events and also advised the Free Flight Nationals would take place on Sunday 27th April at Nottingham University.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Crook & District delegate gave details of a Fun Fly event on June 6th for the Ken George Memorial Trophy.

Hexham delegate mentioned the Giant Model Aircraft Rally would again take place at Longhorsley on May 25/26th.

Washington delegate spoke about an approach from BBC Local Radio for someone to speak about “grass roots” aeromodelling and offered to attend on behalf of the Area.

The Delegate confirmed that no decision has been made on a Nationals venue.

The Chairman reminded delegates that planning for the Geordie Nats will commence at next month’s meeting and volunteers will again be required to assist.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.05pm

THE NEXT MEETING, WITH A SIMILAR AGENDA, WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 2nd APRIL 2003 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW, COMMENCING 8 PM.

