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Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Committee Meeting held on 2nd  April 2008 At the Shoulder of Mutton, Shiney Row, Co. Durham
OFFICERS PRESENT
	Y
	Chairman: Allan Weighell (Fellow)
	Y
	P.R.O.: Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Vice Chairman:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA.)
	Y
	Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC)

	Y
	Secretary:  Mike Bell (Hartlepool MFC)
	Y
	Education Coordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow)

	Y
	Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC)
	Y
	Competition Secretary: Brian Martin (Tynemouth MAC.)

	Y
	Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA)


CLUBS REPRESENTED (eligible to vote)
Hartlepool, Guisborough, Novocastria, Sunderland, Old Fellows, Newcastle MFA, Boldon, Tynemouth, Cleveland Indoor, Weardale MGA, Washington, Chester Le Street, Shildon, Cramlington, Tyne & Wear
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Catterick Garrison (Brian Doughty), Blyth (Frank Scullion)
CORRECTIONS TO MARCH MINUTES

In Chairman’s Report “Gen Sec” should read “Hon Sec”.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

PROPOSED:
Guisborough (Tom Maddison)
SECONDED:
Sunderland (Terry Bailey)
MATTERS ARISING

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
None.  

SECRETARY’S REPORT

 (Prior to the Secretary’s report Terry Bailey read out a relevant letter he had received from Albemarle regarding his requests for a meeting with the CO or 2nd in Command.  The letter turned down his request and indicated that any queries on the licence or use of Albemarle must be presented to Defence Estates).
The Secretary had requested an explanation from Defence Estates for some of the changes to the Albemarle licence and the need for a second licence for the annual event.  The reply from DE was to the effect that the changes had been requested by the Albemarle 2nd in Command!  
It was requested that the Secretary write to a higher authority to try to get the licence agreement back to a more sensible condition.  The Chairman said he would consult David Phipps on the best way to appeal.
TREASURER’S REPORT

None.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATORS REPORT

Still no news on the Flight Challenge; a date has been set but other details have yet to be formalised.

Allan is to be involved in two Workshops in April one at Shildon Railway Museum, the other at Grangefield School in Stockton.
PRO’S REPORT
The Area web site Geordie Nats / Great North Fly-in page will be modified to downgrade the event for this year in light of the licence situation.
A site assessment will be made regarding the offer by Cramlington club to use their site for an Area event.  Tom wished to thank the Cramlington club for their generous offer.
DELEGATE’S REPORT

There have been no meetings since the last report.  Tech Council have decided that F/F Tech Committee would be the best one to allocate to SAM 35 matters.
FLYING DISCIPLINE OFFICERS REPORT

FREE FLIGHT

Brian reported that the Northern Gala on March 21st was ruined by wind.
The 3rd Area Centralised event will take place on 20th April and the Church Fenton trimming events also begin in April.
RADIO CONTROL

None.
CONTROL LINE

None.
INDOOR

Alan reported that the split sessions for different classes have worked well at Churchill College and he intends to introduce something similar at Nunthorpe in the near future.

Risk assessments have now been drafted for both venues.

There has been a sharp increase in the hire fee for Nunthorpe..
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Martin Johnson was concerned that if the Area did not book an event at Albemarle for each month the Area would be paying Defence Estates for nothing in return.  He suggested that the Area should pre-book a date for each month then encourage clubs to take the dates on.  After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that Terry Bailey, Allan Weighell and Tom Jones would get together to book a full set of dates including an event on Boxing Day.
The offer of a flying site at Barnard Castle has been put to Shildon club to investigate.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:105pm
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 7th MAY 2008 AT THE SHOULDER OF MUTTON, SHINEY ROW 
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